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Standing Firm in the Struggle

My appointment for the weekend was Tainui verses Tukapa, at Tainui, an hour north of 
New Plymouth on the south bank of the Mokau river.  My task was to referee.  It was a 
somewhat relaxed setting, the sheep and cattle had been cleared from the field and the 
last  year’s ground markings were almost  visible, but the view and the sound of  the 
waves made it pretty special nonetheless.

Referees get coached and I’d been coached well, however it’s easy in a game like this to 
drop the expected standards and referee from the middle of the field, never going to 
the sideline sides of tackles, rucks, mauls.  And in this game one time when I did go to 
the far side I was in time to see a player’s boot cut an opponent’s ear.

Yes, there was blood, but that wasn’t all that was red.

In a rugby judiciary offenders appear before a panel who view the written statements, 
ask  questions  and  then  decide  the  penalty  using  International  Rugby  Board  (IRB) 
guidelines.   These cover a  range of  offences under different  laws,  giving lower end 
penalties, mid range, top end and maximum.  Using these guidelines the player should 
have got between two and 52 weeks off.  As I understand it they’re worldwide guidelines 
so that it’s fair no matter where you play.

The Bible’s book of Job is a bit judiciary like too, with Job questioning the justification 
of the bad things that have happened to him.  He hasn’t been bad so he doesn’t deserve 
the consequences.  Job is shown as a very wealthy landowner and successful farmer who 
is faithful in following God.  Chapter one outlines how all his stock are either stolen or 
burnt, his workers murdered, and his children killed by a powerful wind blowing over 
their house.  In chapter 2 Job’s health is attacked, he is covered in puss filled boils and 
he sits wondering what on earth has he done wrong?

Job’s friends turn up to comfort him and provide a remarkable picture and example of 
care, sitting with him for seven days, just being there, not talking.  Sometimes it’s easy 
to try and provide all the answers, sometimes we just need to sit alongside.

When they do begin to talk, it’s as if Job’s in court.

Judge:  Name of the accused?

Job: Job, er Job sir.

Judge: There’s a whole list of sins here Er Job, how does the defendant plead?

Job: Guilty of course, but…

Judge: No buts Er Job.

There’s no problem with the guilty part, I think we all accept what we read in Romans 3
Romans 3:22-24



This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no 
difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by 
Christ Jesus.

The troubling part is the notion of being rewarded for all the good things we’ve done 
and punished by God for our wrongs.  We’d like to get what we deserve, a lower end 
penalty  including  a  reduced sentence  for  the  good things  we’ve  done.   And  this  is 
exactly where Job is at in chapter nine, he accepts the rationale that’s he’s guilty of sin, 
but is what’s happening to him fair, is it within the guidelines?

Job’s friends are convinced that righteous/good people prosper and wicked people suffer 
and they advise Job that all he really needs to do is confess what’s he’s done, God will 
forgive him and all will be fine.  

But we know that God isn’t punishing Job for anything at all.   We know why this is 
happening, chapter one verse nine, the satan/accuser/adversary wants to see if Job will 
only worship God, be loyal to God when things are going well.   Job’s friends aren’t 
aware of this and are convinced in ‘divine retribution’, that God punishes us on earth for 
our sins.  Job argues against it.  Who are we going to side with, Job’s friends or Job?

Luke 13 makes an interesting statement about this idea of the good are rewarded and 
the wicked punished, the statement isn’t interesting for what it says, it’s interesting 
because it’s Jesus who makes it;

Luke 13:1-5
Repent or Perish

Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose 
blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus answered, “Do you think that these 
Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this 
way? 3 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. 4 Or those eighteen 
who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty 
than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too 
will all perish.”

God might try to get our attention about something that we need to put right, but Job’s 
story as well as what Jesus says shows that it is not a given that God’s punishment will 
come on earth to those who deserve it, unfortunately. 

Job and his friends have a conversations and we read Job’s second reflection in chapters 
nine and ten…

Read Job 9 & 10

Chapter ten changes tact, it’s a bit like Job has woken up in the middle of the night with 
his mind too alert to sleep and he turns things around, imagines that it isn’t him that’s 
in court defending himself before God, Job puts God in court and challenges God to 
reveal the justice in the situation he is facing!  Ah, this we should be able to identify 
with!  How often have we been in painful situations and cried out to God ‘Why me?’ 
‘What have I done to deserve this?’  Like Job we too put God in court to explain Himself. 



This feels a little uncomfortable, don’t we fear God?  Should we challenge God like this? 
Can we overstep the mark in challenging God?  Who are we to challenge the God of the 
universe?  

Job along with the lament Psalms seem to teach that we can challenge God, that His 
love for us isn’t diminished with our occasional ranting and raving, but I am challenged 
to consider the way I show respect to Him when things don’t go my way.

As Job imagines what it would be like to call God up before a judge, put God on trial he 
prepares his case with three questions to ask God, verse 3, 

Job 10:3-7
3 Does it please you to oppress me,
    to spurn the work of your hands,
    while you smile on the plans of the wicked?

Ouch!  Here is an assumption that God is an agent of oppression.  Is this what God is 
like?  No!  For look at what God has to say to us about oppression though the prophets:
Amos 4:1

Hear this word, you cows of Bashan on Mount Samaria, you women who oppress the 
poor and crush the needy and say to your husbands, “Bring us some drinks!”

Micah 2:1-2
Woe to those who plan iniquity, to those who plot evil on their beds!
At morning’s light they carry it out because it is in their power to do it.
2 They covet fields and seize them, and houses, and take them.
They defraud people of their homes, they rob them of their inheritance.

Jeremiah 7:6
…if you do not oppress the foreigner, the fatherless or the widow and do not shed 
innocent blood in this place, and if you do not follow other gods to your own harm,

Ezekiel 22:29
The people of the land practice extortion and commit robbery; they oppress the 
poor and needy and mistreat the foreigner, denying them justice.

Zechariah 7:10
Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the foreigner or the poor. Do not plot 
evil against each other.’

Besides, why would God reject us, the careful design of His own creation?

Job’s second and third questions in verses four and five should be seen as absurd.  God 
doesn’t have limited eyes or life spans like us. 
Job 10:4-7
4 Do you have eyes of flesh?
    Do you see as a mortal sees?
5 Are your days like those of a mortal
    or your years like those of a strong man,
6 that you must search out my faults
    and probe after my sin—
7 though you know that I am not guilty
    and that no one can rescue me from your hand?



Chapter ten ends with Job’s fantasy of taking God to court gone, and he laments in hope 
again, why can the God of the universe leave me like this?  He’s still talking to God, still 
hasn’t rejected Him, his faith continues boldly.  Job’s fierce resolve in v18-22 is to hold 
onto God, if God is absent Job will plead for His presence, if God is silent Job will cry 
out till He responds.  Job’s faith in his God is remarkable, he doesn’t give up, and he 
shows us that it’s worth holding on and waiting for God to respond.

As we consider God in this book, we also need to remember that God in His goodness 
and love sent Jesus to save us.  We are not condemned if we repent and make Him Lord 
in our lives.

Job like us struggles when things don’t go, as we’d please.  Putting God on trial  is 
perhaps a natural reaction.  Hopefully as we read Job we can see ourselves in the story, 
and as we look at what it says of God come away with a bigger and even more satisfying 
picture of a truly remarkable loving and caring God.  (I guess it’s better to see ourselves 
as Job than Job’s friends!)  

The first two chapters of Job are pretty well known, there’s gold to be mined in the 
other 40.  

What is our response?  
1. If you are in a situation of struggle and pain it is clear that questioning God, His 
motives and justice is normal.
2. As a faith community we must be there for those going through rough times, and 
being there doesn’t always mean coming up with all the answers, sometimes just sitting 
is all that is required.  Job’s friends only look silly when they open their mouths…

Conclusion.
It is through our struggle that we meet with and find God.

Benediction
God be your comfort, your strength,
God be your hope and support
God be your light and your way
And the blessing of God, Creator, Redeemer and Giver of Life remain with you now and 
for ever.  
Amen


