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Part 1 v1-14  

This book of Job is a wonderful book, and the more I look into it, the more encouraged 

by it I am.  Some of the experts regard Job as: 

 

It is the greatest thing ever written with pen – Thomas Carlyle 

 

The crown jewel of biblical literature – Samuel Balentine 

 

The words of Job are those of a great poet – Lamartine 

 

This is a wonderful book and perhaps we’re in danger of taking it for granted because 

it’s in the Old Testament, and we roughly know the story; Job has it all, he suffers, stays 

faithful and gets back more than he had before.   

 

But Job isn’t only two or three chapters long, short like Jonah, or Ruth, Job is 42 

chapters long!  This book is worth looking into, taking time over, it has much to say 

about God, much gold, which is a corny way of getting to chapter 28 which is about 

mining.  Chapter 28 is a hymn, a soliloquy, an interior musing spoken out loud. 

 

The accuser wants to know if Job will reject God when things don’t go his way.  Job 

wants to know why all this is happening to him and wonders if he had great wisdom and 

understanding then surely it would all be obvious to him. 

 

Miners bring light to what is hidden. 

 

Read Job 28:1-14 

 

Here in these first fourteen verses we have all sorts of mining methods for all sorts of 

precious gems and metals.  Some are easy to mine, others require much skill, others 

much courage.  

 

All these treasures can be found or obtained but the process of getting them requires 

great skill and courage.  We are too well aware of the dangers associated with mining 

with Pike River, even this week Macraes suspended mining underground was shut as a 

precaution for safety reasons.  Miners have the skill and resolve to go where most people 

won’t, V4 is not about abseilers, prisoners or slaves would be lowered down cliffs to 

gather sapphire.  Miners also go where eagles can’t see v7 and lions won’t dare v8.   

 



Despite all their expertise finding wisdom and understanding, the most prized of 

treasures cannot be mined, the rarest and most inaccessible of jewels, they are the keys 

that unlock the ultimate secrets of the world.  Perhaps in the accomplishments of 

miners the writer finds a model for the human quest to find ultimate truths.  As we mine 

we discover. 

 

And the writer asks about wisdom and understanding, is it like gold or diamonds, like the 

things people go crazy for, are we desperate for wisdom and understanding?  While we 

can go to our dictionaries to learn about wisdom and understanding it’s what the 

Hebrew writers were meaning that we need to discover.  

 

Various proverbs suggest that wisdom is sought and found with study, experience and by 

associating with the wise, spiritual leaders.  That’s a clue.  The Hebrew adjective for 

wisdom describes the wise as those who are skilled in some activity this includes 

intellectual ability.  The word for wisdom used in Job is a noun that describes a variety 

of skills and crafts, very similar to the skilled tailors who made Aaron’s garments.  These 

people were described as being filled with a divine spirit of wisdom.  So too the makers 

of Bishop Penny’s robe in Dunedin I assume?   

 

We also see the crafts people who were involved in the construction of the early 

tabernacle these are noted as having this wisdom. 

 

We might think of the wise as those who are old or mature, but here it’s the skilled, 

skilled miners, master crafts people, not those who have simply attained a degree, 

sorry, you’re not wise yet, there needs to be a mix of practical to what they’ve learnt.  

Perhaps those who complete an apprenticeship are closer, they have the skills and the 

knowledge.   

 

Master craftspeople are those who in their line of work have achieved and excelled.  

There used to by guilds that these people would belong to.  An aspiring master would go 

from apprentice to journeyperson before they could be elected to become a master 

craftsperson. They would then have to produce a sum of money and a masterpiece 

before they could actually join the guild. If the masterpiece was not accepted by the 

masters, they were not allowed to join the guild, possibly remaining a journeyman for 

the rest of their lives.  In the context of Job, a master craftsperson is one who is wise. 

 

(Originally, holders of the academic degree of "Master of Arts" were also considered, in 

the Medieval universities, as master craftsmen in their own academic field.) 

 

Wisdom and understanding, is not something to be mined, not something that can be 

caught, wisdom and understanding comes from learning, a build up of skills.  The writer 

is musing that all the wisdom and understanding that miners have, cannot explain 

what’s happening to Job.  The skills and the learning must be about something else, 

about someone else.  There’s something about the search for gold and that which is 

precious that fits here. 



 

So what is the writer saying to us? 

 

It’s as if the writer is asking us, what gets us excited about God?  What sort of miners 

are we?  Are we rushing to find God like in gold rush times?  Are we prepared to be 

lowered down cliffs searching for God with courage and bravery?  Or do we only mine for 

God in sand quarries where there is plenty of sand and you can did it with a shovel?  

What sort of miners for God are we? 

 

Job reaches into the silence to find God’s response, in God’s absence Job searches for 

presence.  He’s working hard, digging hard, sweating to discover more of God. 

 

 

Part 2 v15-22  

What is the writer saying to us here?  It’s like the writer is asking us to consider what 

value we put on our search for things of God? 

 

In the first part of this soliloquy the writer concedes that wisdom and understanding 

cannot be found by searching any place on earth.  In this second part the writer notes 

that wisdom cannot be bought.  

 

Read Job 28:15-22 

 

Aha – this sounds promising, if it is hidden the search is still worth continuing.  Maybe 

those with courage and skill can still find it?  In v 13-14 there is no place wisdom could 

be found, now wisdom is said v21 to be in a hidden place.  There is hope!  The search 

must continue, with courage and skill it can be uncovered. 

 

There is a theme here, it is not so much the achievements of miners but the lengths to 

which people will go in their quest to find what they regard as treasure. 

 

Which makes me wonder if the writer wanted us to consider: 

What are we valuing in life? 

What is of greatest value in our lives? 

Where does God fit into this? 

 

 

Part 3 v23-28 

Aha, if God knows about wisdom, we need to know about God! 

 

Read Job 28:23-28 

 

You might remember the TV ad a few years ago about the party at Tony Brown’s place?  

As I recall, it wasn’t Tony Brown but a popular teenage girl decides to host a party and 



she only tells one friend who only texts one other friend and guess how many turned 

up?! 

 

The excitement and speed of communication is remarkable when it comes to these 

teenage parties.  And it was pretty much like that here in Dunedin in August 1862 when 

Christopher Rielly and Horatio Hartley arrived in town to bank 39kilos of gold from the 

Clutha River near Cromwell!  (Gabriel Read 23 May 1861) Everyone wanted to get their 

hands on quantities of gold like this and it wasn’t long before a rush of people, a 

desperation to get into Central Otago, with people looking to make their fortunes.   

 

What I can’t work out is how the news spread so fast without mobile phones? 

 

There’s a desperation to get to the party, a desperation to find the gold, is there a 

desperation to learn more of God and develop skills in understanding?  It’s with the 

enthusiasm to learn and experience more of God that we understand fear, that we learn 

about what is right and wrong in God’s sight.  This seems to be where the writer was at, 

where Job was at.  The challenge for us is to ask; 

 

What’s our level of desperation for God? 

 

 

Let’s pray 

Father God, thank you for giving us a way to live, a way of love, peace, warmth.  We 

want to be faithful to you, to mine deeply and seriously, valuing the daily opportunities 

we have to learn more about You.  Please give us courage and skill to continue with the 

search for Your gold.  Give us an enthusiasm each day to learn more of you, to develop 

in awe of you.  Amen. 

 

 

Try Youtube  

Michael W Smith – ‘Breathe’ 
 

 


