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Job – faithful & humble

“I have a story that will make you believe in God.” So began the story of Yaan Martel’s 

prize winning novel that is now screening ‘Life of Pi’. 

Portion of movie trailer for ‘Life of Pi’

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mZEZ35Fhvuc

The Life of Pi is about hope, adventure and friendship, sounds like Christian life?  

I wonder how you view God, is it as a friend, or as a tiger?  In the good times maybe a 

friend but in the bad times, when things have gone wrong when all is lost, God can be 

seen as mean as a tiger.

A 16 year old Hindu-Christian-Muslim boy named Pi emigrates with his family and their 

zoo by ship from Puducherry in Southeast India to Canada.  On the fourth day into the 

voyage the ship sinks in the Pacific Ocean.  Pi is stranded on a lifeboat for 227 days with 

several animals, but in the end not surprisingly there was just one, a Bengali tiger called 

Richard Parker, and Pi.

Because he had grown up with the zoo and had an incredible appreciation for animals, Pi 

knows the reality that to survive one is likely to become food for the other.  As the days 

pass and they eye each other wearily, suspiciously, Pi comes to realise that the tiger 

Richard Parker is not his enemy, but in fact is the key to his survival. 

Perhaps the movie doesn’t intentionally portray the tiger as God but in many ways it 

does.  Pi says despite having to share a lifeboat with a man eating tiger a part of me did 

not want Richard Parker to die at all, because if he died I would be left alone with 

despair, a foe even more formidable than a tiger.  My will to live was thanks to the tiger. 

He kept me from thinking too much about my family and my tragic circumstances he 

pushed me to go on living.  Just like without God life is pointless, a chasing after the 

wind.

After finding land an investigator asks Pi about the fate of the ship, but he found the 

story about the tiger too unbelievable.  In his conversation as Pi talks to the Investigator 

he sounds like God talking to Job;

‘I know what you want.  You want a story that won’t surprise you.  That will confirm 

what you already know.  That won’t make you see higher or further or differently.  You 

want a flat story.  An immobile story.  You want a dry, yeast-less factuality.’



This is the problem with this book of Job, it invites us to change from what is usual, 

normal nice thinking.  Sometimes we have God locked in a box, sometimes we need to 

entertain the possibility that God might be outside that box.

Over the last three weeks we’ve been looking at Job, this guy in the Old Testament who 

is  a  faithful  follower  of  God.   One  of  the  heavenly  beings  who  our  Bibles  have 

consistently as Satan though not all the experts agree, translated as ‘the accuser’, asks 

God if Job would still be a faithful follower (Ch1:9) if things weren’t so good for him. 

You see Job had everything, and was very successful.  

It’s classic prosperity doctrine stuff, become a Christian because of all that God will do 

for you, God will guide you into great wealth, great job, nice house.  God will reward 

you if you stay faithful to Him.  Job as a faithful follower of God had great wealth and 

the accuser in the heavenly courts wonders if a human would continue to worship God 

when the chips are down, when luck runs out, when God appears to be against them.

So one by one Job’s possessions and family are taken from him, and then his health as 

well to see if he’ll still worship God, and he does.  It’s quite remarkable.  Although as 

I’ve found when I’ve been in the depths of whatever, often all I’ve had to hold onto is 

God, so perhaps it shouldn’t be so surprising that in pain and suffering we reach out to 

God.

The question we must ask ourselves is why are we loyal to God? Are we faithful to God 

for nothing or for the good things He gives us?

The question which Job faced and we must ask ourselves, do we serve God for the good 

stuff we get from him, or out of fear of getting bad stuff?  Or, is it simply because he 

love him?  

Or do we worship God in response to the amazing thing Jesus has done for us, coming to 

earth, dying for us, re connecting us with God?  Why do we serve God?  

Will we continue this year to keep the faith in good times and in bad, for better and for 

worse, in sickness and in health?

We can be sure that as we head into 2013 there’ll be some storms along the way that 

test us, that cause us to wonder where God is in the midst of them.  Our foundations in 

these times will be important.

Justice is a major theme in Job, the suffering Job is facing seems unjust, Job certainly 

thinks so.  As he struggles with all that has happened to him we have in chapters nine 

and ten Job instead of being in court answering the charges against him for all he’s 

done, seems to have God in court questioning why God can allow these things to happen 

to him.  Job sees himself as innocent and God as guilty, so why has God not protected 

him?



And Job’s friends take this line, repent Job and God will bless you again, it’s because of 

sin that God won’t bless you.  And Job says, no, my house is in order, this is not to do 

with sin.  But he still questions God as to why this should happen to him as a faithful 

follower, shouldn’t there be some reward for being loyal to God?

The book of Job and the lament psalms show that it is okay to challenge God.  They 

show that it is normal in the tough times and in our struggles to doubt that God is good, 

and imagine a tough and mean tiger like God who likes to punish.  We forget that Jesus 

was sent at God’s initiative because of His incredible love for humans.

It is through our struggle that we meet with and find God.  In the movie Pi and the tiger 

are pretty much spent, they’ve run out of food and water and Pi cries out to God, and 

sees God respond, and they find an island, and then Mexico.  When I’ve been really 

desperate for God, I’ve never experienced His distance for too long.

There’s  something  about the desperate search  for  gold and that  that  is  precious  in 

chapter 28 that fits here.  Job reaches into the silence to find God’s response, in God’s 

absence Job mines for presence.  He’s working hard, digging hard, sweating to discover 

more of God.

And then God speaks.

How do you think His voice sounds?  God has heard some pretty rude stuff from some of 

the characters who have spoken, how do you think He’d respond, what would His voice 

sound like?  

You can tell in our English Bible translations how the translators view God, some have 

Him speaking out of a whirlwind, what sort of a voice would this be?  Others have God 

speaking out of the storm, presumably with a voice like thunder.  Is this the sort of voice 

of God you know?  Interestingly Eugene Peterson in the Message says that God spoke out 

of the eye of the storm, you know what conditions are like in the eye don’t you, calm, 

quiet, there’s tension as you wonder what’s about to hit.  

In the eye of the storm God can speak quietly, with compassion, and connect.  Through a 

thunderstorm God can show emotion that’s for sure, but would He connect?  How you 

view God may determine how you’ll read these last five chapters.

How would Job have responded if it was a voice of thunder?  He’d be hiding under the 

nearest rock!  Would you be waiting around to hear God talk from a whirlwind?  I wonder 

if God responds with kindness, as if from the eye of the storm?  Which leads to this 

response from Job:

Job 40:3-5

New International Version (NIV)



3 Then Job answered the Lord:

4 “I am unworthy—how can I reply to you?

    I put my hand over my mouth.

5 I spoke once, but I have no answer—

    twice, but I will say no more.”

Do we see in Job’s response anger or arrogance, sarcasm, genuine humility, weakness or 

vulnerability?  We must remember what we know of Job, that he was a blameless and 

upright man (1:1) a man of complete integrity (NLT) who feared God and stayed away 

from evil.  And when all the bad things happened to him when the opportunity came for 

him to curse God and die, what did he do?  In the pain and misery he stayed faithful to 

God.

Job’s response to God’s voice is

NRSV I am of small account

NASB I am insignificant

NKJV I am vile

NIV I am unworthy

NLT I am nothing

Message I’m speechless

For me I see in Job incredible humility, an utter gratefulness to have heard from the God 

of the universe, thanks and appreciation and Job responds in the only way he knows 

how, in respectful humility.

Surely there is relief that God has spoken, like that of the Pi when he gets to land, 

jubilation, exhilaration!  How would we be feeling?

God speaks again before Job has the final word;

Job 42:1-6

New International Version (NIV)

1 Then Job replied to the Lord:

2 “I know that you can do all things;

    no purpose of yours can be thwarted.

3 You asked, ‘Who is this that obscures my plans without knowledge?’

    Surely I spoke of things I did not understand,

    things too wonderful for me to know.

4 “You said, ‘Listen now, and I will speak;

    I will question you,

    and you shall answer me.’

5 My ears had heard of you

    but now my eyes have seen you.

6 Therefore I despise myself



    and repent in dust and ashes.”

In  Job’s  two  speeches  he  states  his  place  before  God,  40:4  I  am  nothing,  before 

recognising God’s greatness, 42:2 you can do all things.

And he finishes by 42:6  repenting in dust and ashes, which is a problem if he’d done 

nothing wrong?!  There are no definite explanations for this last verse, if we hold Job’s 

faithfulness and humility together, there’s something in that.  Perhaps it’s in how we 

view God that we begin to see an answer.

In the end the beauty of Job is that at times we all have felt like Job, we have all 

experienced things that seem unfair and wonder about justice and why God can’t just 

sort it out.  Job’s situation is an extreme case to be sure, that he stays faithful is a 

challenge, that he hears from God is an encouragement.

No one I know of has experiences disasters too the scale of Job, though some of you 

have gone close.  Staying faithful  to a God who is  good not bad,  who is loving not 

indifferent, who is present despite us feeling distant, that’s the assurance I want, that’s 

what I believe, that’s what I hold onto when I face the troubles of the world.  Is that 

what you want?

Jesus suffered, hung on a cross.  Here is God, suffering, this is the God we worship, a 

God who is not somewhere else, remote, detached, distant, but a God who is among us, 

feeling what we feel, aching how we ache, suffering like us.

Rob Bell says that in our suffering we will  become bitter or better, closed or open, 

ignorant or more aware.

Conclusion

In Job we see an example of how a devout follower of God handles the most awful of 

tragedies, disasters that one would not wish on anyone, own children dying, possessions 

being taken own health going, disasters so bad that he wished death on himself.  In Job 

we see a mountain of faith, a remarkable follower, a humble servant, a great example 

who  showed  that  even  that  in  the  most  trying  of  circumstances  staying  faithful  is 

possible.  And in that faithfulness, Job answers the accuser’s question in chapter one, 

who wanted to know would a human worship God for nothing?  Job did worship God for 

nothing.  And us born this side of Jesus we have much more to worship God for.

Let’s pray

Father God, Thank you for this model of a humble faithful servant that we have in Job. 

We know that we will suffer, we don’t know how, we don’t know when, we don’t know 

how much.  Lord we want to be faithful in the good times and the bad.  We want to stay 

humble before you as mere dust and ashes.  We want to follow you in response to what 

you have already done for us.  You are a great God and most worthy of praise.  Thank 



you for being our God, thank you for sending Jesus, thank you for listening to us, thank 

you for the assurance here in Job that in the struggle, you can be found.  Amen.

Benediction

Go with confidence into the days ahead,

trusting in God’s unfailing love and faithfulness.

God will not abandon you,

for you are the work of His hands—His own creation—

and His love endures forever.

So go in joy to love and serve the Lord!


