
JESUS CALLS HIS FIRST DISCIPLES   3/2/13 

 

 

On or about the 29
th

 of May 1983, I received a letter from a Mrs Isabel Campbell. It began: 

 

‘I write on behalf of the Caversham Baptist Church to invite you to consider a Call to the Pastorate at Caversham.’ 

 

Call with a capital ‘C’, that is. After some questions were asked, and answered, I responded late in June that year to say yes to the ‘Call’.  

 

And following on from that yes, on the evening of January 28
th

 1984, I made a confession and promised to do four things. 

 

My confession was that I believed in one God - Father, Son and Holy Spirit and that Jesus Christ was my Saviour.’ 

 

I promised to faithfully: 

• Preach and teach the Word of God 

• Tend the flock of Christ 

• Reach out to the lost 

• Equip the believers here for their own ministry 

 

Trudy also made the same confession and promised to support and encourage me and to seek under God to serve this community 

according to the gifts God had given her. 

 

 

Four comments: 

 

• The assumption behind the words was that the people of this church were like a flock of sheep! 

• I wondered if over the years I’d done enough ‘to equip the believers here for their own ministry.’ 

• I’ve tried to reach out to the lost with, from my point of view, a singular lack of fruitfulness. 

• I think Trudy has fulfilled her promise well and I want to thank her for that. 

 

As I read the text for today that night came to mind. 

 



I also realise that saying yes to the church in 1983 was because in my teens Jesus called me to follow him. I said yes and for the most part 

through the years kept saying yes. There were times when I didn’t and it was spiritually costly.  

 

Many of you said yes to Jesus when he said ‘Follow me’, and I thank God for that and for you. 

 

What we’re planning to do over the weeks leading up to Easter is to walk our way through a selection of the key events in Jesus’ life and 

ministry that led to Jerusalem and ultimately Calvary. In some respects next week’s and today’s messages should be the other way round 

but because it’s communion today I sure it’s OK to do this. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our text is from Matthew 4. 

 

SLIDE 1 

Matthew 4:18-22 

18 
As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a 

net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 
19 

‘Come, follow me,’ Jesus said, ‘and I will send you out to fish for people.’ 
20 

At once they left 

their nets and followed him. 

21 
Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat with their father 

Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, 
22 

and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 

In some respects this is it; the beginning of the journey. It’s funny how it begins with a few fishermen who were simply doing what 

fishermen do. 

 

Last week Martin spoke about John’s role in preparing the way for Jesus. Jesus now begins by going to common labourers, fishermen 

rather than the prestigious and the powerful. And amazingly he enlists them to be involved in his mission. 

 

This is scandalous! It’s also good news for ordinary folks like us. 

 



 

In his book Atheist Delusions, David Bentley Hart notes that this tendency of the gospels to focus on common people is one of the most 

counter-cultural, revolutionary and for Greek and Roman civilisations revolting aspects of Jesus. 

 

Classical civilizations took little notice of people who worked with their hands and had to slave to earn a living. Jesus begins with them. 

By the way you might say the same about our civilization in relation to the Hillside workshops, Summit wool spinners and the burgeoning 

numbers of unemployed. 

 

Jesus promises that he will teach them to fish for and presumably catch people. This is the good news, the gospel. It’s meant to be 

shared, it’s meant to catch people everywhere in the great dragnet of divine grace. 

 

As I think of Peter and Andrew, James and John, I think of the adventure Jesus called them to. Life would never be the same again. And I 

wonder if it would be better for us in our time if we had the same sense that saying yes to Jesus is an adventure rather than a drab and 

drifting existence. 

 

So what can we learn from the adventure that Peter, Andrew, James and John were about to go on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A THAT IT WAS A PERSONAL INVITATION TO GO WITH HIM 

 

1. His call was personal to them. 

 

Jesus knew where to find them, who they were, what they did, who they were close to – their character and their gifts.  

 

Jesus knows you – he knows what you’re made of, what you love, what you need and what you can be. 

 

2. And it was personal to him. 

 

These four weren’t invited to sign a document, say yes to a creed, support a cause, join an institution or fit some pattern of behaviour. He 

invited them to be Jesus people, Jesus focussed, Jesus fixed and Jesus fired. 



 

That’s part of the adventure. Jesus people are never left in a neutral state, Jesus people never leave others neutral. We can be ostracised, 

made fun of, thought inadequate; some Jesus people get thrown in prison, some die, some follow him to serve in another culture; some 

stay right were they are. If we go with Jesus we’ll never be bored. This implies trusting him and walking in relationship with him. 

 

Because his call is personal to you and to him, no two Christians will be the same. Christians do unrepeatable acts and live unrepeatable 

lives. 

 

Jesus doesn’t invite us to imitate other Christians – it’s a unique adventure. Remember when Peter said to Jesus ‘what about John?’ Jesus 

said to him, ‘what’s that to do with you. It’s not your business; it’s not your life.’ 

 

Jesus’ invitation is personal to you; it’s not the same as anybody else’s. 

 

B  IT’S A FORWARD-LOOKING INVITATION 

 

When the four left their nets they were saying goodbye to the known, the familiar, their jobs, their livelihood – all that made up their 

lives – they were committing to an unknown future. 

 

1. This can be welcoming. 

 

Making a new start – no matter how much we’ve messed up we can begin again. Some of those who Jesus invited were from our point of 

view hopeless – hotheads, prostitutes, traitors to the nation – it must have been a great release for them. 

 

Jesus invites us to bury the past, to let our dead yesterdays remain dead – failures, sins, mistakes, omissions – for on this side of the Cross 

they’re all covered, all dealt with all forgiven. 

 

2. This can be threatening 

 

The past we know, the past we understand. The present is all we know – it’s manageable and understood. The familiar is comfortable; we 

don’t want to look forward. 

 

 

Jesus invites us to go with him into tomorrow, not to always be and stay the same; to be and do what we’ve never done before. 

 



This may mean putting the past behind us with its losses, its shattered dreams and security. 

 

C IT’S AN OPEN-ENDED INVITATION 

 

1. We learn on the way.  

 

For the four lads there must have been lots of changes, lots of not knowing 

 

For us it’s an adventure, not knowing where or when but also trusting each step will be revealed along the way -Trudy’s experience this 

last week. She made a decision in December and saw the rightness of it in February – it’s not always that clear though. 

 

2. It may involve more than we bargain for. 

 

It’s not a bargain in that sense; Jesus doesn’t make bargains. He simply invites us. He sets no measure; he simply says he’ll never leave us. 

 

I’m not saying it’s all plain sailing, but remember this – when Jesus invite us to come with him, he’s just in front of us. 

 

Today the Jesus of Matthew 4 is here among us – we sing Jesus stand among us at the meeting of our lives. This is the day of his 

invitation. And we’re here to listen again to those gentle and gracious words, ‘come, follow me.’ 

Are you saying yes? 

Will you say yes? 

Are you willing to begin again? 

 

PRAYER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


