
LUKE 4:14-22               10/2/13 

 

Introduction to reading: 

 

Last week we focussed on the invitation Jesus gave to the fishermen who became his first disciples. It was an invitation to be involved in 

Jesus’ mission in ways they’d probably never thought about. Today by going back a step we look at what the four were invited to be part of. 

 

Jesus came preaching. He launched God’s promised revolution and inaugurated the Kingdom of God on the basis of words. And today, this 

Sunday, at our place of corporate worship, the revolution continues; the reign of God takes form through preaching. Preaching is one of the 

primary means whereby God loves His people - through words. 

 

Luke 4:14-30  

 

Prayer 

 

Lord Jesus, we’re here because you’ve called us here. Each of us have, in some way, heard your word and sensed your vocation for us. Speak 

to us, Lord; speak to us so that we might speak for you in the world. Give us the right words to testify to what you’re doing, and then please 

give us the courage to speak that the world might know your name, hear your summons, and come to the light. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

 

During renovations of the Jerusalem city wall, after the people returned from exile in the 6
th

 century BC, a scroll was found – it contained the 

lost scriptures of Israel, lost and to a certain extent forgotten during the catastrophic years of exile. As the Book of Nehemiah tells us, the 

people were assembled and all day long they listened to the rediscovered Word of God. As they listened, they were helped to grasp the 

great gap between the way they lived and what God purposed for them.  

 

Approximately 6 centuries later, Jesus returned to his home synagogue – not from exile but from moving round the towns of Galilee. Already 

gaining a reputation as a preacher and teacher; he was incredibly popular. Luke puts it like this: 

 

‘News about him spread through the whole countryside. 
15 

He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him.’ 



 

So what did those at Nazareth who knew him do? They handed him a scroll and asked him to read it to them. After all that’s what Jews did 

on Sabbath day in their synagogues. 

 

The greater part of today’s text is Luke's report of Jesus preaching his first (and possibly last) sermon at his home synagogue in Nazareth. He 

began by reading Isaiah’s stirring words. 

 

 

‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me to preach good news to the poor…….’  

 

Jesus then interprets the scripture, saying that this prophecy is taking place right now. In response to their question, He recalls two episodes 

from the work of Elisha and Elijah, great prophets of the past. And the congregation responds with murderous rage. 

 

I’ve not done such a thing before but there are a few lessons that come to us about preaching and listening from this text. I'd like to note six 

things about preaching and proclamation. 

 

Firstly: In an ideal world the preacher speaks under the power of the Holy Spirit. What the preacher says isn’t just one person’s thoughts — 

it’s divine testimony. The preacher speaks under Spirit-induced compulsion.  

 

And it's not really a sermon unless the words of the preacher are empowered by the Holy Spirit; the words are made understandable to the 

congregation through the work of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is God’s empowering presence who brings new worlds into being, who 

enables truthful, creative and godly speech (preaching), and who enables hearing that couldn’t be grasped without God's presence.  

 

Secondly: The sermon is based upon the Bible. Note that the Nazareth congregation didn't ask Jesus to share his feelings with them, or to 

speak from personal experience. They handed him a scroll of the prophet Isaiah and demanded that he work from that.  

So Jesus quotes directly from Isaiah: 

 
18 

‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

    because he has anointed me 

    to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 

    and recovery of sight for the blind, 

to set the oppressed free, 
19 

    to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ 



 

 

Thirdly: Jesus clearly believes that these ancient writings provide an accurate clue to what’s going on in the present:  

 

‘Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.’ 

 

This ancient, written word is presumed to be none other than God's word here, now. 

 

The gospel is the good news that’s Jesus Christ. In a sense, every time someone faithfully preaches in the power of the Spirit from the Bible, 

it's like that fateful day in Nazareth all over again — Jesus is preaching to his people. As Paul put it, ‘For we do not proclaim ourselves; we 

proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord.’ True, the preacher isn’t speaking directly for God in the way that Jesus spoke. Any preacher, other than Jesus, 

is a flawed and imperfect human vessel. Fortunately, that which makes preaching effective is not the goodness of the preacher but rather 

the truthfulness of the news that is preached, along with the energizing breath of the Holy Spirit. 

 

In saying, ‘Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.’ Jesus' sermon hits home. It’s one thing to say that God will move, act, and save 

someday; one day. It's quite another thing to say God is doing so today, here, as you listen. Surely there was an excited stir among the 

congregation. At last God is coming to save us, to set things right. And who is more deserving of this divine deliverance than we are — with 

the heel of Rome on our necks, we are a poor and oppressed people? It took hundreds of years for God to get moving and come for us, but 

now the preacher has announced our deliverance. Hallelujah! It was about then that the preacher's sermon hit too hard and the good news 

got bad. 

Fourthly: Jesus preaches to a specific group in a specific time and place; in the sermon this particular group come face-to-face with the 

specific and always surprising God. Jesus said, ‘No prophet is accepted in his home town’ (A nasty little proverb sure to incite the home 

folks.) ‘Lets see now,’ says the preacher, thumbing through his floppy, black leather bound Old Testament (You’re not a real member of the 

faith until you’ve got a well-thumbed, large leather-bound Old Testament), ‘as I recall (quoting from your own scriptures) there were lots of 

poor widows here in Israel during the famine when the prophet Elijah was representing Israel's God, but Elijah fed none of those good 

Jewish women — only an alien woman; from another nation and race.’ 

 

The silence is deafening in the recently adoring congregation. 

 

‘Again, quoting from your own cherished scripture, surely there were many sick among you during the days of the great prophet Elisha. The 

only person healed was this violent, non-Jewish Syrian army officer.’ To be reminded by the young preacher that God had come but hadn’t 

come as they expected, that God had worked on the wrong side of the street before and might well do so again was quite a blow to the 

spiritual sensibilities of the good synagogue-going folk at Nazareth. 

 



Fifthly: All hell (literally) breaks loose in response to the sermon. They rise up with one accord and attempt to throw him off a cliff. Let’s be 

quite clear about this; the sermon at Nazareth wasn’t Jesus sharing his feelings or exchanging religious ideas (what preaching sometimes is 

these days). 

 Rather it was his First Inaugural Presidential Address, an official announcement of the coming Holy Spirit invasion. And in doing this, he 

stirred up a real hornet’s nest among the faithful in Nazareth. 

 

Now, you’ve never reacted this way to a sermon here – yet! That’s not saying you won’t. And you probably go home and have roast 

preacher for lunch on occasions, but just knowing this response to Jesus' sermon keeps me on my toes! 

 

Sixthly: Jesus' sermon is about God. In an age when many show up to church expecting to hear sermons about how we can better our lives, 

or how we can muster the courage to get out of bed tomorrow morning, it's good to be reminded that Jesus spoke in Nazareth primarily 

about God and only secondarily about us.  

 

Jesus' pronouncement of judgment showed him to be a true prophet who loved God's truth more than popular acclaim. He criticized or 

condemned in order to instigate a dramatic movement of heart, mind, and hands called ‘repentance.’ He not only preached the good news 

as truth that could be known but also as truth that could free, though he knew firsthand that the truth could make them and us mad — his 

sermon in Nazareth being a prime example. He was truth and light. He is truth and light. But something in us, John warns, loves the dark and 

hates the truth. 

 

The good news (gospel) was not only the content of Jesus' sermons; it was Jesus. He is the truth. This preacher's sermons took on deep 

significance because of the preacher. He not only told us the truth about God; he acted out the truth about God. Thus Jesus set high the bar 

for evaluating the truth of any preaching purported to be ‘in Jesus' name.’ 

 

It’s not his truth if it’s not truth followed, truth obeyed, truth embodied and truth enacted. And Jesus is for everybody. It's not his truth if it's 

not true for all. 

 

At Pentecost, when a mob in the street demanded an explanation for the ruckus in the upper room, Peter referred to an obscure passage 

from the prophet Joel: ... I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream 

dreams, and your young men shall see visions.’ 

 

Through most of humanity’s history with God, Holy-Spirit-induced-talk (preaching) was limited to a few charismatic or simply offensive truth-

tellers — the prophets. But the Spirit was now poured out on all. Young upstarts, men and women, servants, labourers, caretakers and care-

givers; people who never got to the microphone will speak up and speak out. Everyone will proclaim the - everybody, a preacher.  

 



That promised age of free speech is now.. That's why Jesus' people tend to be talkers. They'll go anywhere for the privilege of preaching and 

they'll talk to anybody. And they won't shut up, no matter what the government says.. The Christian faith is a spoken faith. Paul could write 

then in Romans that all faith ‘comes through hearing.’ So when we gather to worship Jesus there is some silence, but there is more time 

where we talk, shout, sing, and read about Jesus. 

 

An aside to conclude – in his teaching and preaching Jesus told a lot of stories and one of them begins; ‘a sower went forth to sow….’ 

 

Did the sower carefully plan, did he diligently preparing the soil for the seed? Hey, it's the kingdom of God! The sower slings seed 

everywhere, wastes lots of good seed with reckless abandon. And of course, much of the seed is wasted — falling along the road (it was 

really messy agriculture), gobbled by birds, choked by weeds. Miraculously, some of the seed, a small minority, germinated, took root, and 

produced a rich harvest. Miraculous, considering all the seed had against it. Though this seems poor agricultural production to me, Jesus 

found it thrilling. As a preacher, working for Jesus the preacher, having nothing to arm me and help fight my battles but words, and 

desperately hoping for a hearing, this has to be my one of the significant parables. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Our morning gathering on the Lord’s Day has come to a close; the preacher’s done and in completing his task he says to all the other 

proclaimers present: Get out of here, go into all your worlds and preach! 

 

BUT, knowing how much I have been put off by Christians who speak inappropriately, too loud and too long or without discernment 

alongside this call I add the words of St Francis of Assisi – preach the gospel at all times and if necessary use words.  

 

 

 

 

 


