
MARK 6:6b-13              17/3/13 

 

 

I’ve never fired a shotgun sermon before today! This could be the day. 

 

Over these last three weeks we’ve been working our way through some of the key moments, events and teaching in the gospels. Several 

study Bibles attempt to harmonise the gospels into a single chronological account of Jesus’ life and work; one has come up with 250 events 

or teachings.  Those who harmonise the gospels are trying to be helpful, but they need to remember that the gospels were, almost certainly, 

written in four quite different locations for different purposes over a number of years. There may not be a lot served by such harmonising. 

 

I’ve got a magnificent tome called Synopsis of the Four Gospels in Greek and English – if you’d like to borrow it that’s fine. It’s a bit unwieldy 

to read in bed. It might be on Kindle or whatever your reader of fancy is. 

 

What were doing is take 8-9 out of the list leading up to Easter to highlight some passages. We began with Martin’s excellent message on 

the way John the Baptist paved the way for Jesus - the application being the prayers for our starfish on the walls. We then looked at Jesus’ 

call to the first disciples followed by the Nazareth Manifesto. We were reading in our daily readings today’s text from Mark and I felt it fitted 

as a logical step. Little did I know today’s text contained the proverbial can of…. 

 

Mark 6:6-13 

Then Jesus went around teaching from village to village. 
7 

Calling the Twelve to him, he began to send them out two by two and gave 

them authority over impure spirits. 

8 
These were his instructions: ‘Take nothing for the journey except a staff – no bread, no bag; no money in your belts. 

9
 Wear sandals but 

not an extra shirt. 
10 

Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you leave that town. 
11 

And if any place will not welcome you or listen 

to you, leave that place and shake the dust off your feet as a testimony against them.’ 

12 
They went out and preached that people should repent. 

13 
They drove out many demons and anointed with oil many people who were 

ill and healed them. 

And after a report on the events leading up to the death of John the Baptist the following comment is made in verse 30 



The apostles gathered round Jesus and reported to him all they had done and taught. 

This is such an interesting passage.  

It’s interesting to me because it fits more with the Old Testament than the New. Pentecost has yet to come so the activity of the apostles is a 

temporary gift such as that experienced by the prophets of old – Moses, Elijah and Elisha to name three. 

It’s interesting to me because the disciples’ ministry is a natural consequence of saying yes to Jesus. When ‘they left their nets’ to go with 

Jesus it wasn’t just for a easy ride. Early on Jesus puts them to work. Sometimes people say yes to Jesus, are baptised and maybe even join 

the church. Then it almost seems they almost settle down and expect the blessings of being a Christian – health, wealth and whatever else 

they think is part of the package. Surely today’s text gives the lie to that. That the mission and the report are the brackets around John the 

Baptist’s execution suggests that this following Jesus isn’t for sissies. 

It’s interesting to me also because it’s a foreshadowing of the apostles’ later work after Jesus had gone to be with God. 

The major themes that come out of it seem to be: 

1. JESUS SENT THEM TO DO WHAT HE DID. 

They were to preach, teach, heal and exorcise demons. Yet they were just ordinary people. Jesus chose people who, so far as we know from 

Mark, had no apparent qualifications to be the spearhead of God’s new order. Their only qualification was that they were chosen, 

commissioned and equipped by Jesus. 

And in my understanding that’s who you are? Martin and I are not the only ministers in this church. As pastors we’re at best co-ordinators, 

encouragers and equippers; the support team if you like. 

As Barbara Brown writes, ‘somewhere along the way we’ve misplaced the ancient vision of the church as a priestly people – set apart for 

ministry in baptism, confirmed and strengthened in worship, made evident in service to the world.’ The expressions ‘ordained’ and ‘lay’ are 

disastrous for Christian ministry. Such language turns ‘ministers/clergy/pastors’ into sellers of religion and ‘lay’ people into consumers who 

shop around for the church that offers the best bargains or products. 

Yet this text reminds us that like the apostles of old we walk along the boundary between heaven and earth; representing God to humanity, 

representing humanity to God and serving each in Jesus’ name – doing what Jesus did! 



2.  IT WAS REAL MINISTRY 

This speaks of healing of minds, bodies and spirits expressed in three images – authority over impure spirits, driving our demons and 

anointing the sick.  

 

This was ministry done at Jesus’ command, in Jesus’ time and in Jesus’ way. And it‘s work Jesus has delegated to you. 

 

Where has Jesus called you? 

What is he equipping you to do? 

What can you do in Jesus’ name that no-one else can do? 

 

But this is a challenge too.  

 

 

 

HEALING THE SICK 

 

Healing the sick is something in our time that seems to be more complex that it was then.  

We pray for people to get well – some do, many it seems don’t; some die, some carry with them the illness that has marked their lives (and 

are given grace for every trial) – oh well if they don’t receive immediate and full healing it must be our sinfulness, our lack of faith – or theirs 

or both, We’re not using the right words, there must be a formula. Or we’re not getting the right people to pray for them. 

 

But wait a minute - who said this was about me. God is God; Jesus is God. God is at work in the world today but not at my beck and call. And 

as the old hymn reminds us, ‘God is working his purpose out as year succeeds to year.’ Sure there are questions; sure I don’t understand 

everything or anything just as Abraham must have had questions as he trudged towards Mount Moriah. What I do know is that from time to 

time and perhaps more than we realise, the kingdom breaks through; a sign of the kingdom to come is revealed and someone is healed – 

wonderful (for this we pray). But sometimes our prayers seem to be left without answer and we must leave my questions with him. Some 

aren’t healed, some are given time; some for a long time but any healing is at best a temporary stay of execution, because as GBS reminds 

us, ‘the statistics on death are most impressive.’  

 

We thank God for his interventions but they are not a right. And as his creation we pray, we trust and we believe. As I’ve said to you so many 

times, I believe God is the God of all creation – this is world view stuff. In his grace he has gifted people with insight into chemistry, biology, 

microbiology, anatomy, physiology and many other disciplines to enable men and women to be able to provide medication, physiotherapy, 

surgery and whatever we need. 



 

I was involved in running on hard surfaces to keep fit for rugby, soccer and refereeing until I was 56. It’s hardly surprising that I have no 

cartilage in my right knee – it’s bone on bone now – although my left knee is as good as David Beckham’s right foot (whoever David Beckham 

is – that’s a line from a film). The orthopaedic surgeon, John Matheson, a fine Christian, noted that in due course, in the medium term, in his 

words, I will need a new knee. Isn’t that wonderful; God in his grace has enabled people to study and think and pray and work to create new 

knees. Now Elva Ball tells me it’s great; Peter Murphy tells me it’s not so great.  

 

I do know this, when it comes to hips Ray Laing is an expert – he’s had more than anyone else I know. But think of this – at 19 it looked as 

though Ray Laing was going to be crippled for life or lose a leg – now Ray is nearly a hundred and while he has a walking crutch he still gets 

around. And whenever I see Erin Janssen walk into church I think of what life may have been and what life is for her. – Not perfect but a sign 

of what’s to come. 

 

What I’m trying to say, in case you don’t get the point, is that the whole area of healing is marked by wonder; but it is also marked with 

mystery, questions, hopes, sorrows, fears, angst and just about every feeling known to us. 

 

I believe God heals, I also believe God is with us in our suffering. And to be perfectly honest sometimes, and I’m not putting any parameters 

around this, people aren’t healed. 

 

And there is much more that could be said. And not said. We are in God’s hands. 

 

TAKING AUTHORITY OVER IMPURE SPIRITS AND DRIVING OUT DEMONS 

 

I’m not going to satisfy some today because we all bring our own interpretation of things demonic or not demonic. There are probably those 

here who believe demons are everywhere and there are those who believe demons are nowhere. 

 

This is a whole area in itself and all I can do is talk things through with you. We do have to address the issue that the world view of the 1
st

 

century isn’t the same as ours today. In some areas what was called demonic then isn’t today – I think of psychiatric illness, genetic disorders 

and the like; things that were always thought of as demonic we don’t think of in that way today. But to say the demonic doesn’t exist today 

is also dangerous. Was demonic activity ever on such display as through the disgusting 20th century as Thomas Merton described when at 

one point in his journal he wrote ‘and so I became a citizen of this disgusting century.’ Satan has his power even though as Michael Griffiths 

pointed out so helpfully some years ago, Satan is still subject to God and his powers are limited. 

 

I keep hearing and reading of things happening in our country and think that Satan is alive and well; the demonic powers are active – to 

name two – the man who was sentenced to many years in prison for hitting little JJ so hard that he split his internal organs; burning alive the 



young man of Indian ethnicity in Auckland – and the list goes on – this is evil beyond human evil in its contemplation, this is demonic. We live 

in a nation where the powers of Satan and darkness seem overwhelming –evil beyond human evil – child abuse, murders on an 

unprecedented scale, addictions, sexual abuse of women, lust for power, money; structural evil. 

 

And speaking of the demonic, quite a few of us were privileged to be at BMF on Thursday when 3 people who are going to Kolkata to either 

establish a fresh expression of Freeset or work within the existing structures. The demons of slavery and sexual abuse are being encountered 

head on. It’s challenging Satan at his most destructive point. It involves creativity, hard work and vision. 

 

Jesus calls to be involved in real ministry and this is a conversation I’m beginning, not ending. 

 

3. THE MESSAGE WAS INCOMPLETE  

 

It was a call to turn around, to examine one’s life, to keep short accounts with God. But it wasn’t a call to faith, to trust in Jesus, to believe in 

him, to receive the Holy Spirit. That was all to come.  

 

4. TAKE NOTHING 

 

Isn’t it so interesting that Jesus spent more time telling his disciples what not to take than what to take. He tells them to travel light. This is in 

stark contrast to the way we think of following Jesus - he’s the means of getting something we need.  

Come to Jesus and you’ll have this or that; some even say come to Jesus and you’ll get rich. Some have managed to get wealth out of being a 

Jesus’ follower and I’m insanely jealous of them – NOT! 

 

Someone made the comment that you can always tell inexperienced travellers at an airport – they have the biggest suitcases, experienced 

travellers learn to travel light. 

 

There’s something about Jesus and his mission that necessitates this instruction, ‘take no bread, no bag, no money or sandals.’ 

 

The teacher at a theological college asked a new group of students how they got there. 

 

One said, ‘I was a research chemist, I had my own laboratory. Then God called me mid-life, into this ministry. My kids threw a fit. My 

husband walked out two weeks later. I’ve had to move here, leave the town and house I love. But I really trust that I’m following Jesus and 

doing what he wants me to do.’ 

 

Wow! There’s something about following Jesus that requires us to let go, to relinquish that which we think we have to hold on to.  



 

I know it’s a long time ago now but I remember walking round Timaru College in the last term of 1973 with a lump in my throat. I was leaving 

that life to go to Baptist College. At times it just seemed too much to leave behind; it seemed then the ‘no bread, no bag, no money or 

sandals’ was too much. 

Little did I know then what I know now; that for 18 years I’d teach Bible in Schools and that 25 years later I’d be standing in front of a class 

teaching Christian Studies – and getting paid for it? That I’d be able to share the life I have in Jesus with young men at a school. 

 

But in 1973 it just seemed too much to relinquish.  

 

A story to conclude: A new pastor had come to a distinguished older church (whatever that is). When asked how it was going he replied 

something like this: 

 

‘Right now I spend most of my time listening to their history. They need to tell me about all the mistakes made by my predecessor (ouch, is 

this your future?) and all the trouble they had years ago, on and on. And that’s OK and understandable. It’s important for me to know their 

history. My great fear is that they’re not going to be able to let it go. They’re going to continue to carry it with them into the future, so much 

so that it’s going to kill them.’ 

 

What are you holding on to that’s preventing you travelling light with and for Jesus – which leads to another set of questions – how long 

have you got? 

 

I had no idea when I suggested to Martin that this would be a good text to use for today, that it would get me into so much trouble, so much 

angst and feeling I simply couldn’t do justice to its truth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


