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Foundations

Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall, Humpty Dumpty had a great fall… You know what happens 

next, but the question that we need to consider is why, why did he/she fall?

Well it’s simple, eggs don’t sit, they roll.  Humpty Dumpty needed something like an egg 

cup to sit in, be secure in.  Humpty Dumpty’s problem was his or her/its foundation.  If 

Humpty Dumpty had created a mould to sit in then atop the wall it’d still likely be.

Whether it be this year or whenever, at some time we will be shaken, Jesus says to put 

your foundation in Him and you’ll not be shaken.  Foundation building is on us, and Jesus 

guides us in our creating of it.

Read Luke 6:46-49

Verse 46

Let’s look at these four verses carefully.  Jesus is pretty much saying at the start here 

“Why do you call me Lord, Lord, why do you speak to me as if you know me for by your 

actions you show that you’re not interested in me at all.  You’re into interior decoration, 

nice drapes and light shades, meaningless stuff, but when it comes to the important 

things such as foundations you haven’t done any earthquake strengthening at all.” 

Jesus observes something of His audience that they do a lot of saying the right things but 

when it come to how they were living He could tell that they hadn’t listened at all, they 

weren’t doing or living as He prescribed.  

My brother in law could say the same of me.  I like lupin flowers.  When I was a kid in 

Ashburton Mr Cochrane a few doors up from us always had a great display at his gate 

behind the red brick fence, all sorts of colours.  I thought I’d do the same in my garden 

here.  My brother in law warned me, you better get rid of those.  I let them seed.  They 

grow well  from seed.   And I  have learnt  that  they have  rather  good roots…  Jesus 

observes, you call me Lord,  Lord but don’t do what I say.

Verse 47

‘47 I will show you what someone is like who comes to me, hears my words, and acts on  

them.’

There’s a triad in verse 47 of come, hear, act.  Is it a bi-ad when we only do two, which 

appears to be the case here.  But what grabbed my attention when I looked at this verse 

was ‘My words’.  What are these words?  How do we find out what Jesus wants? 



If you’ve got words in red in your Bible showing where Jesus speaks you’ll see that he 

began speaking back in v20, in fact this is like a sermon that ends at verses 46-9.  Is this 

a model for preaching, only 760 words, about seven and half minutes long, is that what 

you’re used to?  No Luke has included only parts of what Jesus would have said.

From verse 20 are Jesus’ words, these are the words we’re to take notice of and it’s 

worth scanning v20 through to v45;

The poor will be blessed with the Kingdom of God, not the rich

The hungry will be blessed with satisfaction

Those who weep will be blessed with laughter

And God will  bless those who are mocked, hated, cursed, excluded because of their 

decision to follow Jesus.  

V47 those who hear my words, what do you hear in these verses?

Jesus continues at v27 ; 

love your enemies, do good to those who hate you or curse you.  Pray for those who hurt 

you.  Not easy but it can be done and it feels so good I’ve found, praying for your thorns 

is very freeing.

V29 If someone slaps you this way, offer your other side, if someone wants your coat 

give them your shirt too.

Are you beginning to see a picture of what Jesus is saying in v46 why do you call me Lord 

Lord and not do what I tell you…

Clearly people were not turning the other cheek, were not loving the unlovely, were not 

giving to anyone who asks.  Were not v31 doing to others what you’d have them do to 

you?  Do to others – This week one of the Girls Brigade girls said it was one of her school 

rules – I’m not sure she knew it came from the Bible, maybe the Bible got it from her 

school?

Jesus instructs His followers to be compassionate/merciful (v36), just as your Father 

God is compassionate.  We are to be as God is to us.  An interesting verse to have before 

the do not judge others one.  Don’t condemn but forgive.

v47 I expect you to hear my words and act on them, not treat them as something nice, 

fish and chip wrappings, something good for today but disposed of tomorrow.

How does this work out in our lives?  Here’s one example.  Many of you have heard of 

Michael or Mic Duncan, he was a minister at Caversham in the early 1980’s and then at 

Mornington for much longer, have you read about him in the latest Baptist magazine?



He’s been lecturing at Carey Baptist College but last year took a break and went back 

into being a minister full time in one of Auckland’s tougher suburbs.  He was hanging out 

the washing one day which is impressive in itself, when he overheard his neighbours 

talking, wondering how they were going to get their friend to the airport later that day 

as their vehicle had been impounded.

Now I might have offered to take them, but Mic goes a step further, going inside, getting 

the car keys climbing the fence and throwing them to his neighbour.  This is just the sort 

of thing Jesus expects, these are the sort of actions Jesus is looking for, generosity, love 

for others, trust, respect, non judgementalism, the things from Jesus’ words in verses 20 

to 45 of Luke 6.

These words of Jesus, that are spoken on the plain lead to v48 and 49 if you want to 

stand against a storm, a flash flood, if you want to sit atop a wall then ‘doing good’, 

putting Jesus’ words into practice is about having a foundation.

Verse 48

Since the Canterbury earthquakes we’ve had to pay more attention to foundations.  I’ve 

been interested in the building over the road at Carisbrook School, surely three years 

ago a single level classroom block would have been sat on simple piles on the courts and 

that would have been about enough.  But over the last six week dozens of telegraph pole 

size  piles  have  been hammered into the ground as part  of  a  solid  foundation,  part 

because there’s now concrete going in too.

Jesus’  listeners  knew  the  importance  of  foundations  when  building  their  houses. 

Building  took  place  in  summer.   Winter  wasn’t  nice  for  building,  wet,  cold  and 

sometimes snow.  Houses were built from the rocks that could be collected from the 

countryside, they were carefully stacked uncut with mud used for mortar.  Imagine the 

damage to these walls if the foundation under them moved. 

The ridge where the towns of Hebron, Jerusalem and Bethlehem are is covered in clay. 

Under the clay is rock.  Careful, make that wise builders dig down through the clay to 

the rock, sometimes they had to dig a few centimetres, sometimes a couple of metres, 

but in summer, when the ground is as hard as bronze (Leviticus 26:19).  

If you’ve ever had to dig any distance through clay in the middle of summer you’ll know 

it isn’t much fun, easy to take pull up short.

Those who do find that find that in winter when the clay gets wet, it starts swell, to 

move, and rocks start to fall out of walls, there are problems.  Not though for those who 

haven’t taken short cuts and have take the extra time to dig down to the rock.

In these verses the foundation that we should build our lives on is ‘my words’, Jesus’ 

words.  Everyone who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice… 



Verse 49

Graeme Dodge turns baby’s rattles on a lathe.  He’s a clever chap is Graeme, being able 

to change small pieces of wood into classy little polished rattles that babies can suck 

and chew and rattle.  Interesting though, recently turning a piece of camellia of all 

things it all came to grief.  You see from the outside it was a lovely clean piece of wood, 

nothing to indicate the decay that was on the inside.  As Graeme carefully began to 

make the rings, they broke up.  

Jesus is talking here to people who He recognises have heard His words but have done 

nothing  about  it.   He’s  not  scolding  them,  not  even  criticising  them,  He’s  actually 

concerned for  them because when storms come into their  lives  they’re  going  to be 

knocked around.  He wants them, and us, to be strong in the tough times.

Why  do  the  words  of  Jesus  make  such  a  difference  in  the  storms?   Maybe Eugene 

Peterson senses an answer;

‘Jesus keeps our feet on the ground, attentive to children, in conversation with ordinary 

people, sharing meals with friends and strangers, listening to the wind, observing the 

wildflowers, touching the sick and wounded, praying simply and unselfconsciously.’

Eugene Peterson ‘Christ Plays in Ten Thousand Places’ pp33.

Maybe when we’re so concerned about ourselves, our security, our stuff we become a bit 

wobbly on top of the wall.  When our eyes are on others, when we want to encourage 

them, help them, serve them, it makes us strong.

God has a wonderful plan for the earth that through the church people would be loved 

and respected, people would be blessed, and we are the means for that to happen, in 

our homes, neighbourhoods, schools and workplaces.  When we follow Jesus’ words we 

make  a  Kingdom  difference.   And  we  develop  strong  foundations  as  we  do  so, 

foundations that are able to withstand the floods that life can bring.  All by following 

Jesus’ words.

Pray

Lord Jesus, thank you for Your words, thank you for Your guidelines for life.  Thank you 

for  this  guide  to  strength,  this  reward  for  helping  others.   Help  us  this  week  to 

remember Your words, to hear Your words and give us the courage to act on them.  Amen

Watch Brandon Heath ‘Your Love’

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Vbg2dpX-EY

BRANDON HEATH LYRICS

"Your Love"



I felt it first when I was younger,

A strange connection to the light,

I tried to satisfy the hunger;

I never got it right.

I never got it right.

So I climbed a mountain and l built an altar,

Looked out as far as I could see,

And everyday I'm getting older,

I'm running outta dreams.

I'm running outta dreams.

But Your love!

Your love.

The only the thing that matters is Your love!

Your love is all I have to give.

Your love is enough to light up the darkness!

It's Your love!

Your love.

All I ever needed is Your love...

You know the effort I have given,

And you know exactly what it cost.

And though my innocence was taken...

Not everything is lost.

Not everything is lost!

But Your love!

Your love.

The only the thing that matters is Your love!

Your love is all I have to give.

Your love is enough to light up the darkness!

It's Your love!

Your love.

All I ever needed is Your love...

You're the hope in the morning.

You're the light when the night is falling.

You're the song when my heart is singing.

It's Your love!

You're the eyes to the blind man.

You're the feet to the lame men walking.

You're the sound of the people singing.



It's Your love!

But Your love!

Your love.

The only the thing that matters is Your love!

Your love is all I have to give.

Your love is enough to light up the darkness!

It's Your love!

Your love.

All I ever needed is Your love...

But Your love!

(Your love is all that I needed.)

The only the thing that matters is Your love!

Your love is all I have to give.

Your love is enough to light up the darkness!

(Your love is all that I needed.)

It's Your love!

Your love.

It's all I ever needed...

You might like to say this prayer to conclude;

Pray

Through God’s grace I will forgive others as I am forgiven

I will seek to love my neighbour as myself

And strive for peace and justice.

I will accept the cost of following Jesus 

In my daily life and work

And with the whole church I will proclaim by word and action 

The Good News of God in Jesus.

And as you go may you know the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and 

experience the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.

Amen


