
EASTER DAY 2013                 31/3/13 

 

 

EASTER SONG sung by the 2nd Chapter of Acts 

 

Here the bells ringing  

They're singing that you can be born again  

Here the bells ringing  

They're singing Christ is risen from the dead  

 

The angel up on the tombstone  

Said he has risen, just as he said  

Quickly now, go tell his disciples  

That Jesus Christ is no longer dead  

 

Joy to the word, he has risen, hallelujah  

He's risen, hallelujah  

He's risen, hallelujah 

 

 

Trudy isn’t so well and it was easier for me to sleep in the lounge where I could watch the sun come up – it wasn’t quite as good as some Easters but the 

words of a song  ’Oh to see the dawn’ kept going round in my mind. Of course it’s from the song ‘The power of the Cross’ which in some respects is so 

last Friday, but I did think of the men and women who ran to the tomb in the grey dawn. So now it’s Easter Day 2013, it just seems last week the calendar 

turned over to 2000 and here we are 13 years into this century. 99 years since the beginning of the appalling war to end wars….  

 

Easter Day – perhaps we’d best call it Resurrection Sunday, the word Easter has too much linguistic baggage to be really helpful. Let’s read part of John’s 

account of the day when everything changed. 

 

 

John 20:1-18 

 

20 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the 

entrance. 
2 

So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and 

we don’t know where they have put him!’ 

 
3 

So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 
4 

Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 
5 

He bent 

over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 
6 

Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He 



saw the strips of linen lying there, 
7 

as well as the cloth that had been wrapped round Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from 

the linen. 
8 

Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 
9 

(They still did not understand from 

Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 
10 

Then the disciples went back to where they were staying. 

 
11 

Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 
12 

and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ 

body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. 

 
13 

They asked her, ‘Woman, why are you crying?’ 

 

‘They have taken my Lord away,’ she said, ‘and I don’t know where they have put him.’ 
14 

At this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but 

she did not realise that it was Jesus. 

 
15 

He asked her, ‘Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?’ 

 

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.’ 

 
16 Jesus said to her, ‘Mary.’ She turned towards him and cried out in Aramaic, ‘Rabboni!’ (which means ‘Teacher’). 

 
17 Jesus said ‘Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father 

and your Father, to my God and your God.’’ 

 
18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: ‘I have seen the Lord!’ And she told them that he had said these things to her. 

 

PRAYER 

 

We thank you, God, for Resurrection Day. The day that says to us you haven’t left the world to death has begun. Stay with us through our experiences 

of death and resurrection we pray, until you raise us from our graves of pain and suffering to new life and hope. AMEN. 

 

John has the longest New Testament account of the resurrection appearances of Jesus. Today we focus on the first section of John 20. In it he joins all the 

Gospels in saying that women or a woman discovered the empty tomb. In John it’s only Mary who reaches there first.  

 

Today we think about this Jesus – the one who defeated suffering and death; this Jesus who comes to us as he came to his followers long ago. 

 

It’s not simply that the crucified Jesus rose from the dead; it’s that Jesus rose and appeared to his followers and acquaintances. It’s not just that the risen 

Jesus rose and appeared to his first disciples; it’s also that the Jesus who lives appears to us too! The Gospels don't really argue the truth of Jesus’ 

resurrection; they simply report it through stories that focus upon those who saw him. 

 



As we listen to these accounts of the first Easter, three things stand out.  

 

FIRST: the Gospels present the resurrection as a series of unexpected, unexplainable appearances in which the crucified Jesus appears to his disciples. 

Easter is not something we dreamed up; Easter is the result of the God who comes to us and appears to us out of His loving determination to be with us. 

We who live in a culture which dismisses God as some kind of psychological  need for those who don’t quite have it all together, are thus surprised that in 

Easter, the God who people thought was crucified and buried shows up again. 

 

• Jesus revealed himself to Peter when Peter ‘saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the cloth that had been wrapped round Jesus’ head.’ 

There’s no hint of belief here yet. 

 

• The other disciple who may have been John saw the same thing Peter saw. ‘Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went 

inside. He saw and believed.’ Some can see the same evidence and come to utterly different conclusions. 

 

• Jesus revealed to Mary in a garden that death had not conquered him. Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: ‘I have seen the 

Lord!’ 

 

These were all totally unexpected appearances for the people involved. 

 

SECOND: Jesus was not only raised from the grave but he appeared to the wrong people! How odd of the risen Christ to spend his early resurrection days 

in a sorry dump called Galilee! But that's what the angel told the women, ‘He's not here at the tomb; he has gone to Galilee.’  

 

Jesus wasn't just raised to life, he didn't just reappear. He appeared to the very ones who betrayed and disappointed him in the first place, the same 

losers with whom he’d shared his last meal before execution. Thus resurrection and forgiveness are linked. To be encountered by Jesus is to discover God 

as forgiving love. He didn’t simply rise from the dead; he rose from the dead to them and of course to us. 

 

And we note - the scriptures don't report early Jesus sightings; they describe Jesus' appearances. It's an important difference. Resurrection, revelation is 

entirely in God's hands, something God does. 

 

THIRD:  This resurrection is not only the basis of the Christian faith but also the engine that drove the proclamation of the Gospel: Talk begins when God 

shows up. The angel didn't say to the women, ‘Jesus is alive and now you shall live forever’ The angel told them, ‘Go tell the men the good news; Jesus is 

alive!’ When it comes down to it, this is the basis of the Christian gospel - death and evil have been defeated by God who is determined not to let evil and 

death have the last word. The words ‘Christ is risen!’ are words that signal a great, divine victory. 

 

In fact, it's not too much of an exaggeration to say that this is the very first sermon the church has to preach - Jesus Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! And 

the last as well - Jesus Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 

 



These three observations from the gospel accounts of the first Easter underline my belief that not only did Jesus rise from death but also that what 

happened among Jesus' first disciples, the women and the men to whom Jesus appeared, has also happened among us. 

 

Some people may come to believe in the truth of the resurrection from listening to the Gospel accounts of Jesus' appearances, but few people continue 

to believe in Jesus' resurrection solely on the basis of the Gospel narratives, even stories so well told as that of John. 

 

You’re here, celebrating Easter, believing in the triumph of God in the resurrection, mainly because in some way or another Jesus Christ showed up in 

your days. In certain inexplicable, often subtle yet undeniable ways, Jesus has appeared. Jesus has spoken to you. Jesus has called your name even as he 

called Mary's name that first Easter. 

 

Therefore this is the Sunday of Sundays, the day when in response to Jesus’ appearance to us and continuing presence with us, we sing, ‘Hosanna,’ 

‘Hallelujah’ and a thousand songs besides. 

 

And with regard to the risen, living Jesus I can only tell you of my experience. I’m not sure when Jesus first encountered me that I was actually looking for 

him. All I knew is that there was something searching in me, something I was reaching towards, not sure of what it was – but as I look back I see that it 

was Jesus actually creating that desire, that hunger. What I do know is that in praying to him he invaded my life as he has done at times since and as I 

would long for him to do in the future. 

 

And therefore I can’t just speak of Jesus resurrection in the past tense. It’s not something that happened but something that happens.  Has this happened 

to you? 

 

 

 

 

So what do I trust you will take from today’s words? 

 

1. That Jesus appeared and that Jesus appears. 

2. That Jesus doesn’t always appear to the people we think he should and in the way we think he should. 

3. That these accounts of Jesus’ defeating death and living again more provide the only motivation for preaching and telling the gospel there is. 

 

That Jesus has appeared to us is gift, grace underserved. Freely given; may we never take such a gift for granted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


