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On the road to Emmaus 

 

13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles[a] from 

Jerusalem.  

It was the Sunday of Easter in Jerusalem, and couple of disciples, Cleopas who was older 

and who they called CP and his mate were heading home for the night.   

 

“Right, you got all your stuff?  It’s a long way back if you forget anything, not as if you 

can catch a bus.  We need to get going so it’s still light when we get home.  Bit hard 

getting tea in the dark.”   
 

14 They were talking with each other about everything that had happened.  

And as they walked they talked. 

 

“Man this should have been such a cool weekend, Passover and all that, just didn’t pan 

out like I expected.  I mean what about Palm Sunday, that was amazing, everyone was 

for Jesus, in awe of Him, their hero, and then days later they wanted Him dead and 

Barabbas released!  Barabbas!?  What’s with that?   

 

I don’t know, it just doesn’t make sense.  Have you ever felt this down?  Cardiff 07, oh 

yeah close.   

 

Man this is a disaster, where to from here?” 
 

15 As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked 

along with them;  

They weren’t the only ones walking, they caught up with another guy. 

 

“Gudday mate, you heading this way, Emmaus too?  Oh further.” 

 

16 but they were kept from recognising him. 

“You don’t look like you’re from these parts, oh Galilee, nice up that way I hear.” 

 

17 He asked them, ‘What are you discussing together as you walk along?’  They stood still, their faces 

downcast.  

And Jesus asked What’s on your minds, your faces look like you’ve been to a funeral?  CP 

replied before his mate had a chance.  

 

“What’s on our minds, just the same as everyone else, sort of a history making moment 

that nearly was but wasn’t, you know like on the fourth day of a cricket test the 

underdog is in command going into the final day, gets a few people talking…”   
 

18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, ‘Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not 

know the things that have happened there in these days?’ 

They were astonished that Jesus didn’t know, that they had to explain.   



 

“Yeah, well there was this guy Jesus, surely you heard of him, or at least heard the 

crowd going nuts, you were in Jerusalem weren’t you, you could hear it all over the 

city.  And we were right there, so close, could’ve stopped Him being arrested.” 
 

 

19 ‘What things?’ he asked. ‘About Jesus of Nazareth,’ they replied. ‘He was a prophet, powerful in 

word and deed before God and all the people.  

It was like that post match game of ‘What if’, what if we’d held that catch, what if the 

bails had come off…  

 

“Yeah if that high priest’s servant hadn’t ducked, if Pete had stuck him, we might’ve 

saved Jesus, I reckon we would’ve given that mob a good run for it’s money, David won 

a few battles when he was outnumbered, surely God would have been on our side? 

 

The dumb thing is this guy Jesus had done nothing wrong, I just can’t understand why 

they kept shouting for His blood after all He’d done, a mighty prophet He was, clearly 

from God, and we haven’t had many of those around here lately.   

 

Actually when was the last time we heard from God before this guy?” 

 

20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified 

him;  

“It so looked like He was going to be the one who was going to bring us together as a 

nation, give us back some national pride, lead us on into the future, but no, dead.  The 

High Priests and leaders regarded Him as a threat, and I guess to them He was, so that, I 

can understand.” 

 

21 but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the 

third day since all this took place.  

“But surely, if He was from God, surely God would have saved Him, protected Him, 

stopped this from happening.” 

 

22 In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning  

Jesus was curious,  

“Where’s He buried, aha, great question, well, there’s a weird thing, some of the 

women in our group went up to the tomb this morning and came back running saying He 

wasn’t there, the stone had been rolled back!”   
 

23 but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he 

was alive.  

“”Nah, impossible,” we said, laughing at them, until we saw their faces and shivers 

went down our spines and we ran to see for ourselves.”   
 

24 Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they 

did not see Jesus.’ 



“And it was true!  Grave clothes but no body.  Someone saw an angel, Mary said Jesus 

spoke to her, she thought He was the gardener, I didn’t get that one, actually to be 

perfectly honest I just don’t get it, this is messing with my head.” 

 

25 He said to them, ‘How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken!  

Now it was Jesus’ turn to be astonished, astonished that they didn’t get it, calling them 

obtuse, now there’s a word that has some interesting synonyms.  (The Greek word 

‘foolish’ is not in the sense of being morons.) 
 

26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?’  

“What did we expect the Messiah to do, well deal to the Romans for a start!  What do 

you mean not quite biblical?  What do you mean “put youselves in God’s shoes?”  What 

size is He anyway? 

 

Big picture, what larger than Jerusalem, what more than Israel?  What? this really 

needed to happen?  The prophets have been saying this, really? 

 

How do you know all this stuff?   

 

Like the prophets, rejection, suffering, death, yeah I guess you could say there is a 

pattern there.”  
 

27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the 

Scriptures concerning himself. 

And Jesus said,  

“Oh come on guys, you know your scriptures, doesn’t Moses say in Deuteronomy (18:15-

18) that God will raise up another prophet like Moses who will speak God’s words to all, 

and since then there’s been until now, no prophet who has risen in Israel like Moses who 

knew God face to face and did such remarkable things, and signs and wonders.   

 

No one since Moses has shown such mighty power or performed such mighty deeds as 

this ‘Mighty Prophet’. (Deut 34:10-12).  What does this suggest to you? 

 

Don’t you remember what prophets said, surely you took them seriously?  Let’s just take 

one, say Isaiah, look at his prophetic words, 

 

(Isaiah 9:6-7)  

For to us a child is born, 

    to us a son is given, 

    and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

    Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

7 Of the greatness of his government and peace 

    there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne 



    and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it 

    with justice and righteousness 

    from that time on and for ever. 
 

You’ve heard this in the temple eh?  Does it make sense to you?  Ring any bells?  Do you 

get in now?  No, well what about,  

 

(Isaiah 11:1-4) 

11 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 

    from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 

2 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him – 

    the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 

    the Spirit of counsel and of might, 

    the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord – 

3 and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. 

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, 

    or decide by what he hears with his ears; 

4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 

    with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. 
 

Yes?  No…  Then maybe this one? 

 

(Isaiah 53) 

Who has believed our message 

    and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 

2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot, 

    and like a root out of dry ground. 

He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, 

    nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 

3 He was despised and rejected by mankind, 

    a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. 

Like one from whom people hide their faces 

    he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. 

5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, 

    he was crushed for our iniquities; 

the punishment that brought us peace was on him, 

    and by his wounds we are healed. 

7 He was oppressed and afflicted, 

    yet he did not open his mouth; 

he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, 

    and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, 

    so he did not open his mouth. 

11 After he has suffered, 

    he will see the light of life and be satisfied; 



by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, 

    and he will bear their iniquities. 

12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, 

    and he will divide the spoils with the strong, 

because he poured out his life unto death, 

    and was numbered with the transgressors. 

For he bore the sin of many, 

    and made intercession for the transgressors. 
 

What do you think it might mean that his days will be prolonged, that after he suffers 

He’ll see the light of life?   

 

Oh dear, don’t worry too much, you’ll get it soon.” 

 

28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he were going 

further.  

And then Jesus noticed where they were on the road,  

 

“I see you’re home, I’ll leave you to it.” 

 
29 But they urged him strongly, ‘Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.’ So he 

went in to stay with them. 

But it was getting late and hospitality was a feature of the culture then as it is now and 

CP and Mate wouldn’t hear of it. 

 

“Come and stay with us, we’ve got room and it won’t take long to whip up a feed.” 

 

So the three of them went into Emmaus. 
 

30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to 

them.  

Not too long later when they were lying at the table, as you did, the guest Jesus, 

became the host.  Now whether it was the feeding of the five thousand (Luke 9:16) or at 

the Last Supper (Luke 22:19) we don’t know but CP and Mate had seen and heard these 

words and actions before, Jesus looking up to heaven, gave thanks saying,  

 

“This bread represents my body given for you.” 

 

And through the minds of these two disciples flashed a slideshow of images of all that 

Jesus had said and done and suddenly 

 

31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognised him, and he disappeared from their sight.  

they clicked and got it. 

 

Let’s pray,  



Lord Jesus, thank you for Your revelation, for this story of Your presence, of this 

demonstration of how you turn up to talk to ordinary people.  Thank you for Your 

humility, Your patience, Your love for each of us.   

 

How grateful we are for what You did for us in dying, in defeating Satan, for paying for 

our sin, and destroying death, so that we might have life, fullness of life, eternal life.  

Thank you for what you have done for each of us.   

 

May we understand that we might appreciate You more. 

 

And as we’ve been taught to pray; 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us, 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Yours is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

And after they had eaten Jesus took the cup, and said 

Luke 22:20 

 ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.’ 

 

As we take part in communion we affirm His presence, we revel in His aliveness, and we 

look for the day of His return to sit with Him at the final banquet table in full 

celebration of what He has done for us.   

 

 

What can we take away from this passage into the week?   

 

Perhaps that Jesus was with the disciples despite their unbelief, despite their 

imperfection, despite them not getting it.  This should give us assurance that in the 

variety of our situations, in the questions and struggles we have, Jesus doesn’t stay 

away, but engages, enters into our world, and personally says Hi. 

 

 



Benediction (adapted from Nathan Nettleton) 

Go now as witnesses of God’s eternal presence. 

The risen Christ has made himself known to you 

in the breaking of bread, 

so set your faith and hope on God, 

fulfilling your vows and living in genuine mutual love. 

 

And may God hear and respond whenever you call; 

may Jesus make himself known to you in all things; 

and may the Holy Spirit open your eyes and set your hearts on fire with love. 

 

We go in peace to love and serve the Lord, 

In the name of Jesus.  

 

Amen. 

 


