
JOHN 21:1-14                14/4/13 

 
The resurrection is not only about the raising of the body of dead Jesus. It is also about the ending of a world in the grip of death, and the 

beginning of a new world expressed by the term the Kingdom of God. After Easter, the world was made strange, rearranged, turned upside 

down - God set the world right. 

 

John's Gospel ends with a series of surprising encounters with the risen Jesus - surprising and upsetting. Afterwards Jesus appeared again to 

his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It happened this way: that’s how today’s text begins. Let’s hear it read to us by yesterday’s soccer player 

of the day, Ella Scott, who tackled a boy and make him cry! 

 

SLIDES 1-3 

John 21:1-14 

Afterwards Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It happened this way: 
2 

Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as 

Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 
3 

‘I’m going out to fish,’ Simon 

Peter told them, and they said, ‘We’ll go with you.’ So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 

4 
Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. 

5 
He called out to them, ‘Friends haven’t you any fish?’ 

‘No,’ they answered. 

6 
He said, ‘Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.’ When they did, they were unable to haul the net in 

because of the large number of fish. 

7 
Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord!’ As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, ‘It is the Lord,’ he wrapped his 

outer garment round him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. 
8 

The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net 

full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred metres. 
9 

When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish 

on it, and some bread. 

10 
Jesus said to them ‘Bring some of the fish you have just caught.’ 

11 
So Simon Peter climbed back into the boat and dragged the net 

ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. 
12 

Jesus said to them ‘Come and have breakfast.’ None of 



the disciples dared ask him, ‘Who are you?’ They knew it was the Lord. 
13 

Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the 

same with the fish. 
14 

This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead. 

It‘s not simply that, after Easter, the tomb is empty, but rather that, after Easter, the world is filled with intrusions by Jesus alive. Christianity 

is a ‘revealed religion.’ It’s based not on human discovery but rather on divine self-disclosure. There would be no story, no gospel, no good 

news, if the risen Jesus hadn’t shown himself. Furthermore John says ‘It happened this way.’ 

Simon says to the other disciples, ‘I’m going fishing’ (21:3). Simon is going back to what he knows; the world from which he was drawn by 

Jesus. But he’ll soon find he can’t go back to his old, familiar, pre-Easter world. 

 

At dawn, Jesus intrudes. Initially they fail to recognize him. But Jesus, once again tells them how to fish and, when they take him at his word, 

there’s this huge catch - shades of Luke 5. Peter then recognizes Jesus (21:7). He’s been surprised by the Risen One. 

 

In a way, this is a picture of our world after Jesus appeared/appears to us. We go about our business, assuming that the old, familiar world is 

intact when Jesus, the living one intrudes and everything explodes into wonder, miracle and extravagance. Not necessarily extravagance as 

the world measures it please note. 

 

Shortly after Jesus’ death and resurrection, a couple of early Christian missionaries, Paul and Silas, began preaching that Jesus had indeed 

suffered and died, and been raised from the dead. Interestingly, not long after they began preaching, the authorities were moved to action.  

 

A mob appeared at the door of their host, Jason. The mob dragged Paul and Silas before the authorities, charging them with this crime: 

‘These people have been turning the world upside down.’ 

 

‘They’ve come here to turn us upside down also. They have come here preaching something that’s contrary to our customs. They are 

preaching that there’s another king named Jesus.’ 

Why was the mob so upset by a mere sermon on resurrection? Was it that they were threatened by the message that produced a threat in 

public order? More likely they were offended by a proclamation that had as its subtext, ‘Jesus Christ is Lord.’ And if that were true, that Jesus 

Christ is Lord; then there is a truth that logically follows, Caesar isn’t Lord.  

 

And in our day neither is our Caesar, our Parliament Lord despite what they may or may not shove through this week in a range of areas; 

neither are the corporate giants that appear to run the world; neither is Steve Hansen! Jesus is LORD! 

 

Then there is the episode in Acts where they drag a couple of Christian preachers into the huge theatre at Ephesus. For two hours, a gigantic 

crowd chants, ‘Great is the Goddess Artemis!’ Their objection is not simply out of their piety to the goddess who was the patron goddess of 

Ephesus. Their objection was that Paul and Silas were upsetting the business arrangements in Ephesus. The goddess Artemis had blessed 



Ephesus with great prosperity. An arrangement had been made with her that was economically beneficial. How dare these Christians believe 

that there is another God? That’s why certain people who work on our behalf in Asia find so much opposition - they challenge existing 

profitable arrangements if you get my meaning. 

 

Isn't it interesting that the earliest proclamations of the resurrection didn’t draw adoring, standing-room only crowds that sang, ‘Christ the 

Lord is risen! Hallelujah!’ The first sermons of Easter drew murderous mobs.  

Some objected to the resurrection for political reasons, others for economic reasons, but all of them knew that, in this Resurrection, the 

world had been turned upside down. The old arrangements, the old stability and balances between competing powers, are being 

destabilized and unbalanced. 

 

And as we see in these accounts, the world will go to huge lengths to suppress or supplant that message. Maybe this is why it is curiously 

threatening to sing songs to the resurrection today; or even to proclaim resurrection truth today – as I discovered a few years ago.. 

 

Better to say nothing! 

 

But the other resurrection response – the one from those early followers who waited for Jesus to appear on the beach was that of John and 

Peter when they were being threatened: ‘As for us we cannot help speaking what we have seen and heard.’ 

 

One of the things they saw and heard was Jesus standing on the beach telling them to take him at his word; and providing a good hearty 

breakfast at the same time. 

 

So Jesus appeared to them to eat with them, to provide for their needs and to surprise them. 

 

Jesus appears to us in our community eating, sharing food with others, to provide for our needs and to surprise us. 

 

Remember that morning last year when we had breakfast together before worship – it just seemed to make such a difference.  

So far we’ve thought about Mary in the garden, the two men on the road to Emmaus and today Peter and friends – Jesus appeared to them 

and as I said on Easter Sunday Jesus appears today in ways that we in our spiritual lack of discernment don’t always appreciate at the time. 

 

I trust that you will be open to being surprised by Jesus even if your pre-conceived ideas are blown apart. 

 

 

  

 


