
WHAT MORE DO YOU WANT ?                        21/4/13          

JOHN 21:15-25 

 
15 

When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?’ 
‘Yes, Lord,’ he said, ‘you know that I love you.’ 
Jesus said, ‘Feed my lambs.’ 

 
16 

Again Jesus said, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ 
He answered, ‘Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.’ 
Jesus said, ‘Take care of my sheep.’ 

 
17 

The third time he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ 
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, ‘Do you love me?’ He said, ‘Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.’ 
Jesus said, ‘Feed my sheep.’ 

 
18 

Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch 

out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.’ 
19 

Jesus said this to indicate the kind of 

death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, ‘Follow me!’ 

 
20 

Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was following them. (This was the one who had leaned back against Jesus at 

the supper and had said, ‘Lord, who is going to betray you?’) 
21 

When Peter saw him, he asked, ‘Lord, what about him?’ 
 

22 
Jesus answered, ‘If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You must follow me.’ 

23 
Because of this, the rumour 

spread among the believers that this disciple would not die. But Jesus did not say that he would not die; he only said, ‘If I want him to 

remain alive until I return, what is that to you?’ 

 
24 

This is the disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote them down. We know that his testimony is true. 25 
Jesus did many other 

things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that 

would be written. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Roly read a letter from a member of the congregation who shared how she felt God had spoken to her the previous week 

 



You can imagine from Peter’s point of view it had been such a great morning. All the doubts that may have built up over the intervening days 

since that incredible Sunday had gone. Jesus was alive, death had been dealt to; he’d come back to them. They’d experienced his gracious 

activity on their behalf; they’d had a very successful haul and breakfast on the beach to boot. Peter’s no doubt sitting there satisfied, content 

and hopeful – things can only get better. So he thought. 

 

I’d like to replay the first part of the text in the first person. 

 

 

MONOLOGUE 

 

Jesus took me aside and asked me the strangest question. 

 

‘Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?’ 

 

More than what! More than the fish we’d caught and by implication fishing as my life; more than the other disciples? What!  

 

So I thought about my life, thought about where we’d been, what we’d felt about Jesus along the way, remembered some of the 

mountaintop experiences we’d all had – well some of them. So in a way it was only natural for me to say: 

 

‘Yes, Lord,’ he said, ‘you know that I love you.’ 

 

Jesus must have been satisfied by the answer because he gave me something to do. Feed my lambs – kind of like a commissioning to look 

after those who would join us now that Jesus was alive. 

 

And that was that, I thought but then Jesus came back again with a similar question, shorter this time, actually short to the point of being 

blunt: 

 

Simon son of John, do you love me?’ 

 

I replied as before 

 

‘Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.’ 

 



Jesus then changed the words slightly to ‘Take care of my sheep.’ He really loved metaphors from agriculture. So lambs then sheep and not 

feed them but take care of them. I thought does he really know me? I’m not the most sensitive person around, actually the only time I open 

my mouth is to change feet but there it was – right before me, it sounded like he was charging me to do something quite significant and I 

wasn’t sure I was up to it but the invitation was compelling. Feeding, taking care – it was a bit of a challenge to me – I’d always seen myself 

as an action man. 

 

Then the third time - to be honest I felt quite wounded. What was Jesus driving at? And it was the same invitation 

 

‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ 

 

With a small amount of irritation in my voice I said, 

 

‘Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.’ 

 

Then he said, ‘Feed my sheep.’ 

 

Sounds like it was an all-encompassing job – I had to feed and care for everyone. 

 

I slowly began to grasp that Jesus was expressing trust in me. Even though I’d failed the test the week before and been to a very dark place 

from whence I’d come back, he wanted me to begin again. 

 

But that wasn’t the end of it although I wish it had been. 

 

At this point I want to suggest that John and Peter must have talked about this encounter because it’s quite personal and doesn’t reflect on 

Peter overly well. I like to think that the gospels are quite personal documents that God speaks to us through. 

 

So Jesus says to Peter actually things won’t always be as good as they are today. To be honest Peter your life is going to take a different path. 

You’ve always been in control, done pretty much what you want to do but it won’t always be like this. You’ll be taken places you don’t want 

to go and things will happen to you that will cause you much pain. All I’m saying to you is that you follow me. 

 

You can’t tell me this didn’t have an effect on Peter. It’s John’s comment later, given his story he must have lived longer than Peter – as he 

looked back he could see that Jesus was warning Peter what was ahead of him. 

 

Peter not to be outdone probably pointed to John and asked what about him? 



 

To which in summary Jesus replied what’s it to do with you? If I want him to live until I return what’s it to you? 

 

And anyway all I’m asking of you is that you must follow me. 

 

It almost sounds as though Jesus was strengthening his call to Peter because he had this propensity to go off on a tangent. You need to keep 

focussed Peter. 

 

And as far as John’s future is concerned that’s actually nothing to do with you. 

And as far as John’s concerned that was that. All he does then is summarize what he’s written. He says there was so much he left out all the 

books in the world couldn’t contain it. 

 

There’s one major issue coming out of this. If Jesus said to you today, ‘Do you love me, what would you say? 

 

There’s a verse in an old hymn I know: 

 

And yet I want to love you Lord  

O light the flame within my heart 

And I will love you more and more 

Until I see you as you are  

 

We’re going to spend some time singing as we think about this.   

 

How do we say we love Jesus?  

How does it show? 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 


