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New Life in Christ. 

As I read through Colossians 2 .6-23 I thought it divided into five sections 

What Christ did for you. 

What you must do for Christ 

What others want you to do. 

Where we came from  

& Where we are going. 

6 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in 
him, 7 rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and 
overflowing with thankfulness.  

8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, 
which depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world 
rather than on Christ.  

9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10 and in Christ you 
have been brought to fullness. He is the head over every power and authority.  

11 In him you were also circumcised with a circumcision not performed by human 
hands. Your whole self ruled by the flesh was put off when you were circumcised by 
Christ, 12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with 
him through your faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead.  

13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God 
made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having cancelled the charge 
of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken 
it away, nailing it to the cross. 15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he 
made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.  

16 Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a 
religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. 17 These are a shadow 
of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ. 18 Do not let 
anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of angels disqualify you. Such 
a person also goes into great detail about what they have seen; they are puffed up 
with idle notions by their unspiritual mind. 19 They have lost connection with the 
head, from whom the whole body, supported and held together by its ligaments and 
sinews, grows as God causes it to grow. 

20 Since you died with Christ to the elemental spiritual forces of this world, why, as 
though you still belonged to the world, do you submit to its rules: 21 “Do not handle! 
Do not taste! Do not touch!”? 22 These rules, which have to do with things that are all 
destined to perish with use, are based on merely human commands and teachings. 
23 Such regulations indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed 
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worship, their false humility and their harsh treatment of the body, but they lack any 
value in restraining sensual indulgence.  

What Christ did for you. 

It’s only a month since we celebrated Easter. For some it was a new experience to 
know Jesus or receive Jesus as your Lord, for some it was a deepening of your 
knowledge of him, for others it was a reminder of the basis of our Christian faith.  

Jesus came to this earth, lived among us and taught us about the new covenant. He 
died for us then was raised from the dead and returned to his father in heaven as our 
saviour. This was a turning point in history. Having Christ as your saviour should be 
a turning point in your life. 

No matter when it was that you trusted Christ to save you, you need to remember 
that Christ is your Lord every day. We need to make a difference in our lives and 
apply his Lordship to living each day.   

The outcome will be that you continue to live in him and through him. Not a life 
without problems and issues but knowing IT IS WELL WITH MY SOUL in any 
situation. 

Over the last few weeks we have heard from Roly of the times when Jesus appeared 
to his disciples after the resurrection. What a difference it made to the disciples lives. 
Not only did Jesus appear to his disciples but he appears to us today. 

You have the opportunity to have your live turned around when you listen to what 
Jesus is saying to you. Imagine the impact we would have as a Christian community 
if we all listened and obeyed.  

The Holy Spirit is ready for a great awakening, are we? 

What you must do for Christ? 

 How do you see your live with Christ? 

If you see your life as a car, where is Jesus? As a passenger is he in the front seat, 
in the back seat or even in the boot so you can get him out in an emergency.  

 If you have Jesus in the driver’s seat where are you, as there is nothing worse than 
driving with a back seat driver giving you instructions, let Jesus take control. He 
doesn’t need your input. 

We have been trying to get plants to grow up in Luggate, when we put them in they 
have good roots on them and we give them a good drink of water but they do not 
survive and grow as we aren’t there often enough to help them take root.  

If we do not continue to daily live with Christ as Lord we will be like the plants at 
Luggate that wither and die. 
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Every day the Holy Spirit desires to guide us and help us. Every day we need to 
remember we have committed our life to Christ and resubmit our will to him.  

We need to seek to learn from him and get our instructions from the Holy Spirit. In 
other words stay out of the driver’s seat. 

What others want you to do. 

Unfortunately not everyone wants to see you in this position of joy and thankfulness, 
through submission, maybe not your friends, your family and certainly not Satan. 

Be aware that we can be drawn away by words and actions of others. Others base 
their philosophy on their human ideas and experiences which have nothing in 
common with Christ’s words.   

Dad’s sister, my Aunty Winnie, won a short story completion so went on to write a 
book.  

The publishers wrote back telling her that if she wanted the book published she 
would need to change it so that the characters were in bed together before marriage.  

She didn’t make the changes and didn’t get her book published as that philosophy of 
living was not compatible with her understanding of God’s word.  

We have just seen Parliament change one of God’s laws.  

Right in the beginning of the Bible in Genesis 1.27 “So God created man in his own 
image, in the image of God did he created him; male and female he created them. 
God blessed them and said to them, ‘”Be fruitful and increase in number...”  

Genesis 2.24 “ For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united 
to his wife, and they will become one flesh.”  

I can find no other passage in the Bible where God has changed his mind. 

Others trying to change us, from what we want to be, to how they want us to behave 
or think, is usually presented in a very subtle way. Maybe we don’t even recognise it 
for what it is initially. Looking back we may not even recognise how it started. 

When it is a family member or members who are continually trying to tempt us away 
it is really difficult to balance what Christ wants us to be and what the family want us 
to be. 

 If you are in this position share your load with loving Christian friends, so that they 
can be your prayer partners to keep you strong. 

Once we become aware that we are no longer where we want to be, acting how we 
want to act, behaving how we want to behave or thinking what we want to think we  
need to put Jesus back in the driver’s seat. 
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What others want us to be or become has no place in our daily walk. 

Where we came from & Where we are going. 

Jewish males were circumcised as a sign of their covenant with God. Our covenant 
with God does not need a physical sign, that is no longer required, the new covenant 
with God is written on our soul. 

Old Testament laws, holidays and feasts all pointed the Jews to the coming of Christ, 
as Paul says they were just a shadow of the real thing, Jesus Christ himself. We are 
no longer in shadow; we have the reality, a risen living Christ. 

When we received Christ as Lord of our life, we gave away our old nature and took 
on a new way of living because of the new covenant. The old rebellious nature is 
crucified and been replaced with a new loving nature. The penalty of our sin died 
with Jesus on the cross.  We have freedom from human rules and Old Testament 
laws. 

In baptism we are buried by immersion in the water and then raised to new life, no 
longer ruled by the physical but living by faith.  This publicly symbolises the death 
and burial of the old way of life, followed by resurrection to life with Christ. We 
believe our old, sinful life is dead and buried. We can converse with God himself, we 
do not need to go through any intermediary.  

When we know Jesus we don’t need to investigate other beliefs, religions, cults or 
philosophies as the answers are all found in the true meaning of life, because Christ 
is life. He has provided everything we need. No one else has anything that we 
require, it has all been provided. 

The only judge we have is God on Judgment Day and he has declared us not guilty. 
Isn’t that the greatest news that God has declared us not guilty? Our debt for sin has 
been paid in full; our sins have been swept away and forgotten by God. 

We now have a powerful motive to resist sin as we do not want the ugly old life to 
come back to power again so we conscientiously treat it as if it were dead. Each day 
we can continue to enjoy our wonderful new life with Jesus if we resubmit our day to 
him. 

You are living the new life with your new nature which is deeply rooted and growing 
in Jesus. Do not let anybody, family or friend tell you that what you are doing is not 
acceptable, or let them lead you into believing there is a better or different way of 
doing it, they are not in a position to judge you or try to convince you of that. Their 
experience of life has none of the depth of life or promise of the eternal future you 
will experience when Jesus is in the driver’s seat. 

I hope it is your desire to be able to sing “It is no longer I that liveth  but Christ that 
liveth in me.” 
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Colossians 3 

1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, 

where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, 

not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in 

God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him 

in glory. 

 


