
PENTECOST SUNDAY 2013                             19/5/13 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

We understand the Holy Spirit to be the member of the Trinity through whom we experience God’s dynamic and powerful presence in us, among us and 

through us. Mostly we don’t like to be disturbed but living as we do with our settled ways and our love for the status quo, we are both disrupted and 

transformed when the Holy Spirit comes to us in a fresh way. I’m really speaking to those who’ve experienced God the Holy Spirit at work in their lives. 

 

Sometimes the Holy Spirit opens up for us new vistas and promotes new possibilities. This happens at an individual level and at the local church level; but 

there are movements which transcend a local focus and as such, are similar to but not the same as, the experience of early followers of the way 50 days 

after Jesus came to life again. At this stage the ‘church’ as we understand it wasn’t formed and certainly Jesus’ followers weren’t called Christian’s until 

much later. 

 

Today, if you haven’t already gathered, is Pentecost Sunday. The day we celebrate what happened 50 days after Jesus’ resurrection. Jews from all around 

the known world had made a pilgrimage to Jerusalem to celebrate the Jewish feast of Pentecost.  

 

Briefly, Pentecost was and is one of three major festivals with both historical and agricultural significance. Agriculturally, it commemorates the time when 

the first fruits are harvested and brought to the Temple. Historically, it also celebrates the giving of the Law at Mount Sinai.  

 

It’s customary to stay up the entire first night of Pentecost and study the Law and then pray as early as possible in the morning. 

Who knows, maybe that’s what the gathered people were doing? They were after all Jews. 

 

Suddenly, with a mighty wind, the Holy Spirit shook the foundations of the building where Jesus’ followers were, descended upon them, and empowered 

them to speak and to hear.  

 

Acts 2:1-21 

2 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and 

filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of 

them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 

5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in 

bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: ‘aren’t all these who are speaking 

Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? 9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to 



Judaism); Cretans and Arabs – we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!’  
12 

Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, 

‘What does this mean?’ 

13 
Some, however, made fun of them and said, ‘They have had too much wine.’ 

14 
Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: ‘Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this 

to you; listen carefully to what I say. 
15 

These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 
16 

No, this is what was spoken by the 

prophet Joel: 

17 
‘In the last days, God says, 

    I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 

Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 

    your young men will see visions, 

    your old men will dream dreams. 
18 

Even on my servants, both men and women, 

    I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 

    and they will prophesy. 
19 

I will show wonders in the heavens above 

    and signs on the earth below, 

    blood and fire and billows of smoke. 
20 

The sun will be turned to darkness 

    and the moon to blood 

    before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. 
21 

And everyone who calls 

    on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ 

 

PRAYER 

 

COMMENT ON THE TEXT 

 

It's Pentecost Sunday and of course our text is Acts 2, the account of the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles and disciples in Jerusalem. The 

church wouldn’t have been be born without this eruption of the Holy Spirit, without the gift from on high. And what does the gift bring – to all intents 

and purposes wild disruption! In response to and as a result of the descent of the Spirit, the apostles and disciples see and hear strange things and talk in 

strange ways. 

 



To so many it seems a bit over the top. Jesus’ followers gather in Jerusalem and without warning, the Holy Spirit descends.  And though the people 

around them come from a wide variety of backgrounds and from many nations, and though they don't have that much in common - other than they’re all 

Jews — they speech is understood and hearing is enhanced. 

 

THE CROWD 

 

And some among the cosmopolitan crowd out in the street have thoughts about what’s happening: 

 

Some think the apostles are drunk. In a way, they are, but not with wine. They’re ‘drunk’ with the possibilities of a world cracked open by the descent of 

the power of God. In that respect, humanly speaking, they’re out of control. The crowd doesn’t understand; the crowd scoffs - they’re drunk!’ Wild 

thought, that one — would the church be accused today of being drunk? ‘Drunk,’ isn’t what you think when you look at most churches – for a start 

everything’s under control. And yet ‘drunk’ isn’t an unfair designation of what happens when God's Holy Spirit is present; note some stronger alcoholic 

drinks are called ‘spirits.’  

God's power, when experienced as the Holy Spirit, is fresh, open, disruptive, and exciting and above all beyond human ability to reason it all out. 

 

Why this description? To be drunk is to be out of control. A person is no longer reasonable, they say things and do things that they wouldn't say and do if 

they were sober and Peter says to the scoffing crowd, ‘Hey we're not drunk and anyway it's only ten in the morning.’ Not sure such reasoning would 

apply today but it did then. 

 

You could argue that in an odd sort of way, Peter was wrong. There was, at Pentecost, a strange sort of ‘drunkenness,’ as the Holy Spirit took over – such 

a taking over is also at the heart of the church where the Spirit is truly at work. 

 

JOEL AND THE BEGINNING OF A NEW WORLD 

 

When Peter quotes from the prophet Joel, he prophesies that ordinary people, young people without much education, and old people with very little 

future will stand up and see visions, dream dreams and make stirring speeches. They won’t let the despair and disorder of the world have the final word 

on what’s going on. 

 

When the Holy Spirit descends, sometimes it feels like the destruction of our well-known world, but it may be the birth pangs of a new world, the birth of 

a new community where young people and old people - the people who generally aren’t listened to very well in our world — will speak up, will tell the 

whole wide world of the coming of a new way of living. 

 

The risen Jesus told these people to ‘wait’ in Jerusalem until he would give them his Holy Spirit. He told them to wait until he bestowed upon them the 

same power that empowered Him. They can't get that Spirit on their own, through their striving. This group of people, so frightened, huddled behind 

their closed doors, people who have been jolted since the death of Jesus, these people can’t have a future of their own devising. They've got to wait in 

Jerusalem until God gives them a future. 

 



And that's what happened on the day of Pentecost. 

 

What a great story for then and for today in a world where people are paralyzed by fear, overwhelmed by chaos, weighed down with their own private 

concerns. 

 

When the crowd out in the street who attributed all of the commotion among the people that day to mere drunkenness, heard Peter’s message, in some 

sort of desperation, they cry out, ‘What shall we do?’ I find this quite illuminating. Although they don’t know the whole story about Jesus and the church, 

they know enough to recognize it demands their response’ demands action. Just as the quiet, waiting community was shoved into action by the Holy 

Spirit, so these people out in the street were too. They repented, they turned around. They were baptized, making them part of this new movement. 

Now they would be marked people, now they were members of the new people who will go into all the world and do as Jesus did. 

 

SUMMARY 

 

Thus the church began: 

 

A. With the teaching of the apostles (because all of this stuff is so unfamiliar to us, none of us is born with it, we must be taught), 

B. Fellowship with people (because the Holy Spirit makes family out of a group of people who are strangers),  

C. The breaking of bread (because now the bodily and the spiritual are inextricably welded together and hospitality becomes a major sign of a whole 

new world),  

D. And prayers (because now we are part of something greater than ourselves, and we are graciously put in touch with some huge power beyond our 

own powers). 

 

The story moves from frightening vision, disruption, and cosmic endings, to bright beginnings, a whole new world, a new family, church. 

 

This day was the beginning of a wildfire, a fire that swept across the whole world, a concentration ignited by the Holy Spirit. 

 

Now, the history of the world would be rewritten by this little band of people who’ve had the Holy Spirit poured out upon them. Now those who were 

once silent will speak up, telling the world what's what; the advance vanguard of a whole new movement. It's not just the beginning of a new 

organization, but the breaking open of a whole new world. 

 

It's a sin for the church to give the impression as if this hasn’t happened. The church wasn’t created to be a stable, fixed resting-place for an anxious 

culture. Rather we’re to be an explosion, a wildfire, a revolution that’s a foretaste of a whole new age. There’s really no ancient, old church to come back 

home to. For the church to be the church, we must be part of that breathless race to keep up with the moving Holy Spirit. That's who we are. This is how 

we began and it's the only way we can continue as a church — race to keep up the promptings of the Spirit. 

 



What might church be if we constantly kept ourselves more open and receptive to the wild promptings of the Holy Spirit? Where might we be led and 

how much adventure might be restored to our practice of the Christian faith? I ask myself this question frequently. And yet I do see it being worked out 

in some of the commitments you make to Jesus. 

I’ll let author Annie Dillard summarize for us: 

If we consider the potential for the wild eruption of the Spirit in worship, we ought to wear crash helmets. The Spirit most certainly is a great comfort, a 

holy solace to us; and yet the Spirit inevitably catapults us out of the building and into mission (that’s where the crash helmets come in, I think). The New 

Testament's Greek word for Church is ekklesia, which means ‘called out.’ We’re called out of worship, out of the church, to grab the hand of somebody 

who is hurting, lonely, poor or hollow. The Church isn’t a club, a nice place where nice people do nice things with other nice people. We ‘speak in 

tongues,’ which among other things may mean we find the language to tell our story to people who don't speak our language.                                                                                      

When St. Paul wrote to his congregation at Corinth, he said, ‘When I was among you I was determined to know nothing among you but Jesus Christ and 

him crucified.’ I must say that in so many of the congregations I’ve known, I wonder if Paul would’ve said, ‘When I was among you I was determined to 

know nothing but the Holy Spirit.’ I can imagine Paul saying, ‘When I was among you, you seemed so disempowered, so depressed and down, so 

discouraged and defeated, I thought that what you needed most was an empowering, disrupting infusion of the Holy Spirit.’ 

 

She concludes - the Holy Spirit empowers the creative work of God the Father and enlivens the teaching of the Eternal Word - Jesus Christ. There’s a lot 

of evidence that many contemporary churches are running low on the fuel of the Holy Spirit. The enlightening, empowering presence of the Holy Spirit is 

sorely needed. Is it true that the Holy Spirit is scarce in our churches, or is it more true to say that our churches have — perhaps unintentionally — 

erected defenses against the Holy Spirit as a means of keeping things toned down and tame. 

 

PRAYER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


