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Our God, at our every side 
 
I have chosen to follow Jesus 
 Why is Jesus your Lord? 
  Jesus is my Lord because after everyone else has left, He is still there.   
 
 
It’s one of those terrible scenarios, a brutal storm, a washed out bridge (maybe it was between Seattle 
and Vancouver?), anyway a train hurtles unknowingly towards disaster.  
 
Fortunately, though possibly not in the script of the 1938 and first edition found this week, Clark Kent 
senses someone in distress and in no time has discarded his reporter’s uniform and Superman streaks to 
the rescue.   
 
Is this like God? 
 
Discuss why it is, why it isn’t? 
 
What do these words mean to you: 
Omniscient – infinite knowledge 
Omnipotent – unlimited power 
Omnipresent – present in all places at the same time 
 
Acts 17:24 reminds us and those who like to think of God as being restricted to the confines of the old 
temple, the holy of holies behind the big old curtain; ‘The God who made the world and everything in it is 
the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by human hands.’ 
 
God is infinite, meaning that God not only is unlimited but also unlimitable.  God’s infinity means He’s not 
limited to space, in space or to space.  Finite objects can only be in one place at one time.  (see 1 Kings 
18, where was Baal?) We can ask ‘Where is Wally?’  and the answer used to be the Doulos, you can’t really 
ask in the same sense where is God?  He isn’t limited to only one place, you cannot use GPS to locate God, 
you can’t plot where God is, He is omnipresent. 
 
Can you see where this is heading?  There is no place where God cannot be found.  Millard Erikson suggests 
that when we can’t feel or sense God, it’s our problem, not His!  
 
Can we then hide from God?   
 
The comforting thing is that we might not know where someone is, they might be lost in the bush, God 
knows where they are and can speak to them, He is with them. 
 
Psalm 139:7-12 
7 Where can I go from your Spirit? 
    Where can I flee from your presence? 
8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there; 
    if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. 
9 If I rise on the wings of the dawn, 
    if I settle on the far side of the sea, 
10 even there your hand will guide me, 
    your right hand will hold me fast. 
11 If I say, ‘Surely the darkness will hide me 
    and the light become night around me,’ 
12 even the darkness will not be dark to you; 
    the night will shine like the day, 
    for darkness is as light to you. 
 
 



Wonderful stuff, so let’s get practical, what do you like or not with these three prayers, note the names 
have been altered to protect identities (I jest)!:   
 
Lord Jesus, please be with Aunty Mavis as she goes into hospital. 
 
Father God, please be with Peter in his work in China. 
 
Holy Spirit, please be with Jim and Joan as they make their big decision tomorrow. 
 
 
Now I realise that you could take this one of two ways, you’re being told off, no!  this is a reminder of the 
greatness of God, assurance of His presence and therefore His love. 
 
Jesus says somewhere that He will be with us as we go to the ends of the earth, and for how long, to the 
ends of the age.  Matthew 28:20 
 
But today we’re meant to be looking at Psalm 23, what an introduction!  Psalm 23, another psalm often 
heard at funerals, which is good, but when you look at it, it is very much a Psalm for the living.  The main 
theme is trust.   
 
Let’s read together, though it is the pew Bible version so will be different to what you may have 
memorised. 
 
Psalm 23 
New International Version - UK (NIVUK) 
Psalm 23 
 
A psalm of David. 
 
1 The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 
2  He makes me lie down in green pastures, 
He leads me beside quiet waters, 
3  He refreshes my soul. 
He guides me along the right paths 
for His name’s sake. 
4 Even though I walk 
through the darkest valley, 
I will fear no evil, 
for You are with me; 
Your rod and your staff, 
they comfort me. 
5 You prepare a table before me 
in the presence of my enemies. 
You anoint my head with oil; 
my cup overflows. 
6 Surely Your goodness and love will follow me 
all the days of my life, 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 
for ever. 
 
 
V1a A Statement of Faith 
What a wonderful beginning, ‘the Lord is…’  We could all write something of who God is for us.  This 
beginning is a statement of faith, a declaration, a definite statement that declares who the writer has 
allegiance to, this is my shepherd, this is my shepherd, it’s of a decision made absolute, this is the 
direction I’m going and so the following verses answer why. 
 
 
V1b – 3 A Confidence in God 
‘I have all I need’, personally I’ve been incredibly blessed by trusting God.  I’ve never had to go hungry.  
I’ve always had enough.  Surviving financially at teachers college was incredible really, I always had just 
enough work to bring in just enough to pay for all I needed.  I never had to get a student loan, I always 



had just enough to pay the fees.  That’s God’s abundance.  I remember at the start of one year it was 
tempting to sign up for the loan, but I felt God saying ‘no’.  In times like that it can be hard to trust, to 
see how I was going to survive the year, but He never let me down. 
 
In tough situations too I’ve learnt to have confidence in God, I remember wanting to go out on the mission 
field, sounds a bit grand, there was a mission trip to Papua New Guinea about 1980, only a couple of years 
after we’d lived there.  I thought I would be the perfect candidate, but the organisers had other ideas.  It 
was pretty disappointing, but I met up with them some years later and heard the reasons they’d not 
chosen me.  And the rationale was very sound, very wise, God again knew what He was doing.  All part of 
my learning to have confidence in God that His decisions are right. 
 
The picture of the shepherd can be confusing, our shepherds follow the sheep and drive them with dogs, 
the Palestinian farmers lead their sheep, know them by name, the sheep followed them.  [NB  No running 
water in Palestine, more likely to have been a pond.] 
 
 
V4 A Gritting of Teeth/holding on tight 
Canyons are where danger lurks, in the open water dries up.  The sheep need a strong and courageous 
shepherd who is prepared to take on and not flee when danger lurks.  Having God ‘with us’ ‘is not merely 
a feeling’.  The shepherd is not only present but acts.  The staff can be used to knock down olives for the 
sheep to eat, also to keep order among sheep, there is in the staff an element of encouragement. 
 
Where is God when bad stuff happens?  There’s a strong belief that when bad stuff happens it’s because 
God is absent, that evil has swamped Him, has overpowered Him, kept Him out.  Evil somehow continues 
to be victorious.   
 
That sort of thinking makes a mockery of what Easter is about, eh?  The Bible repeats that God is with us, 
remains with us, verse four says He stays close beside us.   
 
I don’t know what you’ve had to put up with this week?   
 
Looking for God’s comfort in times like this is important. 
 
This verse speaks to me of a determination, a holding on tight, a clenching of the fist even, setting the 
jaw, gritting the teeth, a determination to get through.  Even though we go through the darkest of times, 
we hang on in there, because, God is with us. 
 
 
V5 A Challenge to Maintain our beliefs 
As a teacher I occasionally had parents come and tell me that I was wrong to discipline their children, that 
their child was in fact innocent.  It is amazing how biased some can be, and how dreadful some teachers 
can be perceived. 
 
This verse declares that things won’t always be easy, you will have enemies, will still have people who 
won’t like what you believe, but God will be your advocate, He will set a table before you in their 
presence, He will vouch for you, in the same way that mums stand up for their children. 
 
God will be your advocate.  Interesting, it does seem in these last two verses a shift from God as shepherd 
to God as friend. 
 
V6a A Gift for all 
Once we are gone, then what?  Does this refer to our legacy, our comet’s tail?  No, God’s love and mercy 
and kindness, goodness will continue for others once we’re gone.  What an assurance, a relief for parents 
who worry about their children that God will continue to love them, show an interest in them.  The 
goodness of God remains, is not dependent on us, is open to all.  A mission reminder really, that God’s 
love isn’t just for us, but for everyone.  When we’ve passed by, God continues behind us. 
 
 
V6b  A Statement of Faith 
As we conclude, I see that God’s goodness has completed a surround sound picture.  We’ve now had 
north, south east and west.  In verse two and three God is leading and guiding, He’s in front leading us 
beside peaceful streams or quiet waters and along right paths, peaceful and right sound like 



characteristics of our God, this suggest to me that He’s beside us, ah, verse four, you are with me, some 
translations even say that God is beside us.  He’s in front, He’s to our side, what’s missing? 
 
Ah verse six, goodness and love will pursue us, He’s behind us as well, stern and bow, port and starboard, 
like the sea on a ship, the water in the lake around the boat, God surrounds us.  [It does remind me of 
something Paul wrote, Romans 8:35 
New International Version - UK (NIVUK) 
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or 
nakedness or danger or sword? 
 
Nothing can separate us from the love of God  The most brilliant thing here is that despite what happens, 
God is with us. 
 
And no wonder the Psalm finishes with a second declaration, I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  
Oh no, let’s see the determination and decisiveness here, I will live in the house of the Lord forever! 
 
This psalm speaks of God’s commitment to us, its challenge is to be likewise committed to Him. 
 
Will you be? 
 
So how will this affect us?  Will it make any difference to us when we pray?  Surely our prayers change to 
look more like:  
Lord Jesus, thank You for being with Aunty Mavis as she goes into hospital. 
  
Father God, thank You for being with Peter in his work in China. 
  
Holy Spirit, thank You for being with Jim and Joan as they make their big decision tomorrow. 
 
 
Let us remember, that nowhere we go and nothing we do this week can separate us from the love of God.  
 
 
Let’s pray 
Lord these are great words, encouraging words.  Thank you for being our shepherd.  Thank you for 
promising to be with us, before us, behind us, beside us.  Thank you that nothing we do this week can 
separate us from your love.  Amen 
 


