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Grace – hard to accept 

 

Have you seen the sinkholes in the Esplanade at St Clair?  The tidy paving stones hid what was 

happening below, waves were eroding the fill until the pavers caved in.  Trying to live by a set of 

rules is like building a shallow wall at St Clair beach, the waves keep eroding behind it.  Sooner or 

later there’ll be sinkholes.  Christianity is not about us keeping the rules before God will accept us.  

Sometimes we have this idea that we and others have to jump through hoops to gain God’s favour.  

No, Jesus has won this for us.  We can be free! 

 

One of the rules was circumcision.  For us today the idea that we must be circumcised before God 

will love us is bizarre.  The idea that part of our flesh must be cut off before God will accept us is 

crazy!  It wasn’t so crazy in Old Testament times but the birth of Jesus changed a lot of things.   

 

The grace and mercy of God involved sending Jesus, God’s one and only Son, because of His love 

for the world, that we might have freedom to live.  The undeserved favour given to us through 

God’s loving kindness means we don’t have to keep all the rules to earn God’s love or acceptance. 

 

Which doesn’t make the Old Testament irrelevant, or past it’s use by date, it means that we now 

read the Old Testament with blinkers off, through the lens of the New Testament, keeping in mind 

the New. 

 

But grace is not easy to accept, and it’s as hard now as it was then. 

 

Paul has travelled through Galatia and told the Galatians about the incredible love of God.  Others 

have followed and warned the Galatians that there are certain requirements like circumcision 

before God will accept you.  And when Paul hears this he despairs, ‘No!’ he writes, don’t turn the 

clock back, can’t you see the difference Jesus has made.  Jesus has done all you need to do, his 

death has paved the way for us.   

 

 

Read  

Galatians 1:1-12 

 

 

Pray 

Father God, thank you for the amazing plan you had to bring us back to You.  Thank you for your 

grace and mercy, thank you for Your love for us, such great love that you would send Your only Son 

for us.  Thank you for the freedom you have granted us, thank you for the Holy Spirit who guides 

and strengthens and helps us to live for you.  Amen. 

 

 



Changing from how we are/were to something new isn’t easy and is far from automatic.  ‘Adult 

behavioural studies disclose to us that the best predictor of future behaviour is past behaviour.  In 

other words, we know that the best predictor of whether someone will vote in the next election is 

not whether they say they will vote in the next election is not whether they say they will vote in 

the next election, but whether they voted in the last election.  The reason that change is a 

spiritual issue is that without the resources of heaven it rarely happens. 

 

Only by acknowledging this discomfort and facing it directly with the resources of prayer, study, 

and community will change really become possible.’  (The Elephant in the Boardroom pp197) 

 

Jesus brought some pretty radical change, the law no longer was the basis for living, but He was.  

And what is He about?  Grace.  And grace is hard to accept.  It’s much easier to say: 

 

Don’t smoke 

Don’t drink 

Don’t gamble 

Don’t dance 

Don’t go to movies 

Don’t lie 

Don’t steal 

 

We live in a liberal age in that tolerance and moderation are taken as standard.  If you do some of 

these things, it’s not so bad, if you go only so far it’s fine.  While Paul emphasises our freedom in 

Jesus, he challenges in chapter five that we are to change.  When we look at this list and consider, 

are any of these things be they alcohol or K2 or stealing or lying or selfishness leading to… 

 

Galatians 5:19-23 

‘The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and 

witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and 

envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this 

will not inherit the kingdom of God.’ 

 

Missing out on the Kingdom of God is a big warning.  Change is difficult and on our own it is tough, 

but with the help of the Holy Spirit in us along with a determination to follow Jesus we can change 

from past to future. 

 

Paul continues in chapter five… 

 

v22 ‘But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.’ 

 

This is what we are to change towards.  If the things of the past hinder us from living this way, we 

need to take stock.   

 



Change can be slow and hard but not impossible, it does take a daily effort to be committed and 

loyal.  I liked someone’s comment the other day that when he starts something he likes to finish it.  

Though it did send a shiver down my spine for I was younger, I was never allowed to give up piano 

lessons in the middle of the year.  The trouble for me was over the Christmas holidays I forgot how 

bad they’d been and would give it another go.  The lessons with Miss Roache continued until my 

mother saw the huge folly in continuing with this torture and from another year I was spared. 

 

Not giving up should remind us of Sir Edmund Hillary (60th anniversary of first Everest ascent this 

week) who is reported to have sat and looked at Mt Everest and said, “You’re not going to get any 

bigger, but I’m going to get better.” 

 

But how do we change?  Is it about trying harder?  With the Holy Spirit helping us we involve the 

whole of our body, the whole of our being, with our ears we take care of what we listen to. Do we 

listen to gossip or do we listen to what will build us up?   

 

With our eyes – do we look with jealousy or lust, or do we look at people through God’s eyes: ‘How 

can I bring God’s blessing to that person?’ ‘How does God see that person?’ 

 

With our mouths. How many of us can look back to something someone said, maybe at school or by 

a parent or friend that cut you inside and has had a negative influence on your whole life?  On the 

other hand, think what encouraging words can do... 

 

With our eyes, ears, mouths we can determine daily to continue on, to make positive changes as 

we seek to follow Jesus. 

 

This week we’ve had people in Dunedin trying to promote anti Chinese sentiment.  Sure it bothers 

me with what happened to the Crafer farms, it alarms me when I hear of the staggering Chinese 

investment in Africa, BUT the explosion of Christian growth in China continues and it has to be only 

a matter of time before all that light reaches into the powers and authorities, it surely can’t 

remain with the underclass, the privileged will want what they’ve got.  So I have hope for China, 

that with the sheer number of Christians, God will do some great things there and maybe, 

hopefully that country will be a blessing to the whole world. 

 

This is what our prayer and self denial is all about, enabling the church to go further, light to go 

further.  I has an uncle who served as a missionary in China, a great uncle actually, Jack Beck who 

served with Hudson Taylor’s China Inland Mission.  Incidentally his son Murray Beck has been 

appointed as the interim minister in Auckland’s Chinese church. 

 

Now Christians in China will be a blessing, they are reading the Bible and as we are, living by 

grace, trying to live as Jesus would have them live, taking Communion as we do. 

 

Finally, as we reflect on this passage, some want to distort the Gospel of Christ to follow a 

different way that pretends to be the Good News without being good news at all.   

 



The Good News of Jesus is that the Kingdom of God is here.  I love the concept of the Kingdom of 

God battling the Kingdom of Darkness, of being part of the Kingdom of Light.  I love God’s Master 

Plan, the church, us being with Him in the world to the ends of the earth, people making a 

difference, telling people about Jesus, bringing freedom for those held captive to any affliction, 

bringing healing.   

 

And how do we do this?  By being anchored in Jesus, not the law.  Then the waves though they 

batter us and even go all around us, don’t cause us to collapse, but because of Jesus we stay 

strong, making a difference. 

 

 

Pray, 

that we will live by the grace of Jesus, that the things of the past that lead to unhelpful 

behaviours will, with the help of the Holy Spirit will fall away that we might become stronger 

shining lights for God in the world. 

 

 

Benediction 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God,  

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  

be with us all,  

now and evermore.  

Amen. 


