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Take for Granted 

 

 

A church minister paused to ponder on Monday morning, as ministers often do.  The newspaper for that 

day had again promoted the flourishing business of one of the parishioners.  You would expect that the 

escalating profit of this company should be reflected in the church offerings, but the flat line of income 

over the last three years continued.  

 

The minister rang the parishioner and booked in for a cuppa.  It was time to suggest that they might like 

to increase their giving just a little, there was of course the building fund to consider.  

 

During the cuppa the minister finally plucked up the courage to raise the matter, but the business owner 

seemed a bit hurt, "First, don’t you realise that my mother is dying after a long illness, and has medical 

bills that are several times her annual income?"  

 

Embarrassed, the minister mumbled, "Um, No."  

 

"Or," the business owner continued, "that my brother, a disabled veteran, is blind and confined to a 

wheelchair?"  

 

The stricken minister began to stammer out an apology but was interrupted when the business owner 

added,  

 

"Or that my sister's husband died in a traffic accident?" the business owner’s voice rising in indignation, 

"Leaving her penniless with three children?"  

 

The humiliated minister, completely beaten, said simply, "I had no idea, "  

 

On a roll, the business owner cut him off once again, "So if I don't give any money to them , why should I 

give any to you ?" 

 

 

This morning our theme is generosity.  But it’s more than just about money. 

 

 

Watch ‘Young baseball fan’s act of generosity’ (2 mins) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QfF1m3-Dl_Q 

 

 

Generosity involves how we live, involves our time, how we serve, how tightly we hold to our possessions, 

as well as of course our money. 

 

Bear Grylls (Alpha and Man v Wild star) writes, 

‘Mum was always so generous to Lara [his sister] and me growing up, and it helped me develop a very 

healthy attitude to money.  You could never accuse my mum of being tight: she was free, fun, mad and 

endlessly giving everything away – always.  Sometimes the last part became a bit annoying (such as if it 

was some belonging of ours that mum had decided someone else would benefit more from), but more 

often than not we were on the receiving end of her generosity, and that was a great spirit to grow up 

around. 

 



Mum’s generosity ensured that as adults we never became too attached to, or attracted by money. 

 

I learnt from her that before you can get, you have to give, and that money is like a river – if you try to 

block it up and dam it (i.e. cling on to it), then, like a dammed river, the water will go stagnant and stale, 

and your life will fester.  If you keep the stream moving, and keep giving stuff and money away, wherever 

you can, then the river and the rewards will keep flowing in. 

 

I love the quote she once gave me: ‘When supply seems to have dried up, look around you quickly for 

something to give away.’  It is a law of the universe: to get good things you must first give away good 

things.  (And of course this applies to love and friendship, as well.)’  (‘Mud, Sweat and Tears’ pp118-9) 

 

It sounds like Proverbs 3 to me, 

Proverbs 3:9-10 

9 Honour the Lord with your wealth, 

    with the first fruits of all your crops; 

10 then your barns will be filled to overflowing, 

    and your vats will brim over with new wine. 

 

This isn’t a promise but how things often turn out. 

 

One of the suggestions for how to support the prayer and self denial appeal is to use Trademe.  Find 

something that you can give away, but put it online and what you get for it goes in the box.  This might be 

one way of getting that river flowing? 

 

Today’s passage is from Deuteronomy.  It is set at a time when Israel has been rescued from Egypt, God 

has rescued them and they’re looking forward to the rewards of the promised land.  God seemed to know 

that when we have plenty He often takes a back seat.  We have to work hard to keep Him in the front. 

 

 

Read Deuteronomy 8:11-18 

 

 

As I look through these verses I see seven things that we can be thankful for, but which can also lead us 

into complacency and comfort that could put God in second place.  In each of these things we can choose 

to be thankful and generous, or choose to be miserly and selfish, we can help to advance God’s Kingdom, 

or our own. 

 

God calls the Israelites to be wary of these things least they forget Him (v11).  We should look at what we 

have in each area and consider how we could be generous in each?  

v12  shelter 

v13  livelihood 

  possessions 

v14  freedom 

v15  protection 

  water 

v16  food 

 

And then I got to v17 and I remembered reading something like this before. ‘17 You may say to yourself, 

[with a puffed out chest] ‘My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me.’’  

God can be forgotten in times of plenty. 

 

Generosity is more than about the giving of money, least we forget, let us recall Mr and Mrs William Ings 

who offered this piece of land for a church if the rest of the people would put up the buildings.   

 



I note with interest the foundation stone on many church buildings that often have “To the Glory of God’, 

interesting that the ones out the front here don’t, but the plaque in our foyer of thanks to those who 

contributed to the building behind me has ‘With Gratitude to God’.  In the video Eric said he wasn’t so 

sure he as being generous but his giving was in gratitude to God, for what God had provided and done for 

him and Dorothy.  

 

The Ings were certainly giving that God might be glorified, we honour them that God might be honoured in 

much the same way we honour those on the board in the foyer who gave in labour and service as well as 

financially that this building might be completed, ten or so years ago.  They gave that God not they might 

be glorified.   

 

This is where I’m at with v17, wealth generated, wealth transferred, thanks to God, God remembered, to 

the glory of God. 

 

A Baptist church in Auckland has above its downstairs entrance a plaque that reads something like, ‘This 

building was completed with the help of New Zealand Lotteries funding.’  I was staggered this week to 

hear that New Zealand Lotteries have instructed 600 of it’s independent its Lotto agencies to stop selling 

K2 and synthetic cannabis type products.  I was staggered that this wasn’t to happen immediately but at 

the end of the month, about the same time the legislation will come in making it illegal to sell them 

anyway.  Why the delay? 

 

However, I was more staggered at the rationale given by the Lotteries Commission for removing this stuff, 

that Lotto and Instant Kiwi or whatever scratchies are called now are ‘family friendly’ products that they 

didn’t want tainted by the serious harm being caused families by the K2 type stuff.  Hello!!! 

 

“Selling these substances is not compatible with the sale of lotteries products" said Internal Affairs 

Minister Chris Tremain MP.  Lotto it appears is good for the community.  TV3 quoted a Lotto official saying 

that selling this stuff was unacceptable for an organisation that aims to help the community.  ‘Especially 

when profits from NZ Lotteries are returned to the community to help fund recreation, arts, community 

projects and sports.’  And church buildings. 

 

Is gambling to be seen as good fun, is buying one ticket to be seen as okay?  Are pokie machines not 

addictive anymore?  Do we all suddenly know when enough is enough, know when to stop?  Gambling I 

would suggest is as addictive as K2 and causes its share of problems in all sorts of house holds.  The 

funding of gambling habits is just as likely to be crime fuelled.  So why would a church want to have a 

Lotteries grant board on their property, why would a church want to give thanks to Lotteries? 

 

What I see in verse 17 is that when we accept Lotteries money we give thanks to the Lotteries Commission 

not to God, and this is what God is warning the Israelites, you’ll end up praising yourself and I’ll take a 

back seat. 

 

When it comes to building our new building I will not be supporting any application for funds generated 

from gambling.  I want to be able to give complete thanks to God for complete provision of the funds 

needed, that those who were able to gave that the glory fully went to God, 100%.  It might take another 

few months to raise the money, might take a few more cakes stalls, a bit more generosity, but it’ll be 

worth it. 

 

V18 For it is He who gives the ability, interesting. 

At some point we’ll need to seek God for ideas, who know He may challenge enough of us who are well off 

to give and we might be able to get on and build this building a bit sooner? 

 

Week long school camps are hugely expensive.  I only ever taught in Decile 1 schools, coming up with 

money for a class camp is not fun for poorer families.  So we’d fundraise.  In the camps that I ran, five of 

them we never used raffles.  I tried to explain how raffles are like soft gambling, sort of almost all right 



but really not.  In each of those five years God inspired and proved the alternative ideas (sheep manure, 

sponsored triathlons, spell-a-thons and others) and people so that all the kids were able to raise their 

money without having to use raffles.   

 

I believe God honoured that decision and I know He will with us too if we look for other more ethical 

ways, ways that will bring the glory back to Him, totally. 

 

But these few weeks aren’t about our building, but mission, that those who lack shelter, who lack 

livelihood, possessions, freedom, protection, water, food, can be supported and helped through our 

wonderful people who go to share God’s love, the love of a generous God, a God who gave His only Son, a 

generous Son who gave all He had, giving His life.   

 

How generous is that?   

 

How generous will we be?  

 

Pray 

Father God, thank you for your goodness to us, thank you for the wonderful shelter we have to live in, for 

the various ways of heating that shelter, thank you for income, be it much or little, thank you that we 

have something.  Thank you for our possessions, from the shirts on our backs to the vehicles we choose to 

drive.  Thank you for our freedom and that we are largely free from slavery.  Thank you for protection and 

for those who protect our property and us.  Thank you for clean water and for much food.  We are truly 

blessed.  Help us to reflect on our lot, help us to see what we have, help us to respond appropriately. 

Amen 

 

 

Benediction 

Giver of every good gift, we offer ourselves back to You as we go out into our world.  Let our hearts 

reflect the generosity of Your love, and may we know the freedom of giving in Your name.  Amen 

 

 

Reflection 

Psalm 67 

 


