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I found Stuart Sharp’s story in the World Focus part of the 

Otago Daily Times a couple weeks ago fascinating. You may 

have read it. 

 

Stuart grew up being told he had the musical ability of a brick. 

He couldn’t read, or write a single note; music didn’t feature in 

his life. 

He got married at 21 and soon he and his wife Jo had a 

daughter called Emma. When Jo announced she was having a 

second child they were thrilled but during the birth of their son 

things went very wrong. The baby died and Stuart’s wife was 

very ill.  

‘On the night of Ben's funeral I had a vision of soothing, 

beautiful music and it gave me great comfort,’ Stuart wrote 

later.  The tunes were so vivid to him; he could even hear the 

orchestra playing in his mind.  

Many negative things happened in his life after this, including 

becoming alcohol dependent and having difficulty convincing 

his wife that he’d heard this music and wanted to turn it into a 

symphony. She wasn’t happy about it, she thought he’d had 

gone mad and needed therapy, but it was something he felt he 

needed to do.   

He left home and lived on the streets for nearly 10 years, taking 

casual jobs and living off scraps. But he was determined to 

follow his dream and bought a guitar for 50 pence which he 

used to strum the melody in his head. Later he found a jazz 

musician Anthony Wade, who offered him a place to stay and 

helped transcribe the music. 

In the years that followed Stuart’s life turned around and he 

became a self-made millionaire, although he often worked 20 

hours a day to do this, and all the time the music played in his 

mind and the clock was ticking. 

By 1994 he was rich enough to buy a huge home in central 

London and he decided to buy a recording studio so he could 

finally realise his dream. 

 ‘I would often hear the music and I could remember it all very 

vividly. In my mind I could see the whole orchestra playing and 

as I watched I could see all the individual notes being played on 

the different instruments.’ 

'The tunes were always very real, very beautiful, sometimes as 

if the angels were really playing to me. But I came to 

understand that it was music for my son and I could see it on 

stage one day.'   

Which he did! 

Our first reading is: 1 Corinthians 12:12-18 

12 
Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many 

parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 
13 

For we were all 

baptised by one Spirit so as to form one body – whether Jews 

or Gentiles, slave or free – and we were all given the one Spirit 

to drink. 
14 

And so the body is not made up of one part but of 

many. 

15 
Now if the foot should say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I do 

not belong to the body,’ it would not for that reason stop 

being part of the body. 
16 

And if the ear should say, ‘Because I 

am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,’ it would not for 

that reason stop being part of the body. 
17 

If the whole body 



were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the 

whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell 

be? 
18 

But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every 

one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 

And our text for today is Ephesians 2:10 

10 
For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do 

good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

Our focus this week is on the opportunities there are to serve 

God with the gifts, abilities and skills he has given to us. 

Whatever the combination of gifts, abilities and skills we have 

there’s a place for us in God’s mission to the world. I find this 

very encouraging and even to you who are older than me 

there’s a place for you in God’s mission to the world.  

 

• I think of Shona making zillions of meringues for KIDZ 

KLUB and indeed each member of the team who 

provides the meal to set alongside the team running 

the programme.  

• I think of Joyce playing the piano down at Ross Home or 

Mel Freeman playing at the Hospital. 

• Or Kathleen Laing knitting garments for every child in 

Africa. 

• Or the people who pray for missions at BMF. 

• And how would the people who live around Audrey 

cope without her? 

• And who makes chocolate biscuits better than Elsie? 

•  

That’s just a sample… If you haven’t been mentioned it’s not 

that we don’t appreciate your contribution. 

 

And as well as the ones I’ve mentioned, how about the many 

things people in their late 70s and 80s are doing to enhance 

someone’s life, somewhere. Actually I think the older age group 

here are so busy they haven’t got the time or the energy to 

criticise the younger generation, which in my observation is 

what happens in a lot of churches. 

 

My feeling is that the serving heart of the older generation at 

Caversham is one of the great strengths of the community here. 

I feel as I approach 65 I have some great role models to look to 

for the next stage of my journey. So thank you. 

 

Back to our text! 

 

I For we are God’s handiwork or as another translation puts it 

(for we are what he has made us). We are all uniquely formed 

to serve God. 

 

When setting this text alongside the passage we read from 1 

Corinthians we come to grasp the wonderful diversity God has 

gifted his church with. ‘God has placed the parts in the body, 

every one of them, just as he wanted them to be.’ OR ‘our 

bodies have many parts, and God has put each part just where 

he wants it to be.’ 

 

Each part of our physical bodies has a purpose. 

 

In a similar way God has called us for a purpose, he has gifted 

us for that purpose and he has placed us where he wants us to 

be. 

 

This means we don’t have to reinvent ourselves to be used by 

God; we simply have to come to grips with how God has made 

us. And over the years I’ve found a number of tools have helped 

me and others to do this. 

 

We’re going through interesting times at school and one of the 

most interesting days was when the whole staff did the Myers 

Briggs personality test. When I first did this 25 years ago with 

Loraine Brass, May Austin and Trudy I found it so encouraging 



and helpful in discerning who I was and how I best functioned 

in the area of my gifts. Time we looked at this again I think. 

 

In his purposes, God has made us with a certain personality and 

with certain abilities…because he has a purpose that suits those 

gifts and abilities. I’m not saying it’s easy to work all this out – 

actually it’s one of the great journey’s we go on in my 

understanding. And it may not be forever. It’s about serving in 

those areas that bring us to life. A question I have is does how 

we express that change as we move through the years. Do we 

always do what we’re gifted to do, is it for all our lives – 

obviously these are questions I think about as I look to the next 

stage in my life – I’m sure others do too. Some things don’t 

change in terms of following Jesus but I suspect some do. 

 

We’re uniquely formed to serve God and as Paul reminded us 

through yesterday’s Word for Today. ‘Being confident of this, 

that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 

completion until the day of Christ Jesus.’  

 

We’re created for good, good works – and our gifts, 

uniqueness, experience and personality – all God’s goodness 

expressed 

 

WE ARE UNIQUELY MADE TO SERVE GOD 

 

II ‘God prepared in advance for us to do.’ From our text we 

may also conclude that God’s preparation in advance gives 

purpose to our days. 

 

There’s work for God and his Son Jesus that only you can do. 

And ideally this gives purpose to your days. 

 

Remember when we studied the book 40 Days of Purpose – we 

really got into it and I felt it was a very helpful focus for those 

days. One of the consequences of the widespread use of the 

book in many of our churches was the number of people being 

baptised rose by 20%. 

 

Apparently Bertrand Russell, the famous twentieth century 

philosopher and unbeliever – the forerunner of Richard 

Dawkins and the late Christopher Hitchens etc, etc., wrote, 

‘Unless you assume a God, the question of the purpose of life is 

meaningless.’ I tried to find the quote in its original context but 

sadly I couldn’t. What I did find was lots of Christians quoting it 

as being from Bertrand Russell. 

 

And of course we’d want to do that because if there is no God, 

there’s no plan, no sense for anything, no ultimate meaning. 

Out of a Biblical framework I find there are many 

encouragements to believe that God is, that God loves us and 

that God cares for us enough to have a purpose for our days. 

 

WE HAVE A GOD INSPIRED, UNIQUE PURPOSE FOR OUR DAYS 

 

III God gives us gifts to serve him. 

 

Our task is to discover, find or be led to the gifts God has given 

us. I have the impression that God reveals this to people who 

are moving. I sense there are lots of Christians people who sit 

around waiting for God to reveal his gifts, when in the 

experience of Peter, we get out of the boat, walk toward Jesus 

and things are revealed. 

 

Today isn’t the time or place to have a robust discussion of 

spiritual gifts – there are several key passages in the New 

Testament that give us understanding of this. 

 

Spiritual gifts, skills, abilities, experiences and willingness on our 

part are the components in a life that seeks to serve the living 

God. 

 



And there is a place for us in Gods mission to the world – as 

long as we’re willing and available we don’t know where that 

may lead. Isn’t that good? 

 

And going back to the illustration with which we began – this 

man had no idea what gifts lay dormant in him – that may be 

true for you also. 

 

WE ARE UNIQUELY MADE TO SERVE GOD 

 

WE HAVE A GOD INSPIRED, UNIQUE PURPOSE FOR OUR DAYS 

 

GOD GIVES US GIFTS TO SERVE HIM 

 

Thank you Lord! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


