
ACTS 1:1-15                 7/7/13 

 

Acts 1 

1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 
2 

until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving 

instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 
3 

After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing 

proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 
4 

On one occasion, while he was 

eating with them, he gave them this command: ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak 

about. 
5 

For John baptised with
 
water, but in a few days you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’ 

6 
Then they gathered round him and asked him, ‘Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 

7 
He said to them: ‘It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 

8 
But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 

9 
After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 

10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 ‘Men of Galilee,’ they 

said, ‘why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you 

have seen him go into heaven.’ 

12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk from the city. 13 When they arrived, they 

went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 

Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the 

women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 

INTRODUCTION 

Did you know that in 2007 more people were married on July 7
th

 than any other day in this country as long as marriage records have been kept? And do 

you know what else – when one of these wedding celebrations came to an end the temperature outside was minus 7, on the 7
th

 of the 7
th

 – actually it 

was the 8
th

 by then….  I THOUGHT YOU MAY BE INTERESTED…. 

 

Our text today is from the first chapter of the book of Acts which as I’ve said before is nominally called the Acts of the Apostles but which should more 

correctly be called the Acts of the Holy Spirit. 



We’re beginning a series on Acts today which will be interspersed with visiting preachers and special occasions including the 85
th

 anniversary of the Girls’ 

Brigade which began in Caversham in 1928 and also by our 140
th

 celebrations. We’re beginning in Chapters 1 and 2 and then going to Chapter 6, because 

we covered chapters 2-5 in 2011. We’ll be focussing on issues around what on earth was God the Holy Spirit doing then and what does it mean God the 

Holy Spirit is doing or may do in our day. And we’re trusting the Lord will break forth light and truth from these chapters and speak to us in this season. 

THE STRUCTURE OF TODAY’S PASSAGE 

 
1-2: The reason for the book being written 
3: What Jesus did between his Resurrection and his Ascension?  
4-5: Promise 1 - Wait for the gift my father promised and you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit  
6-7:  The political question and Jesus’ response 
8: Promise 2 - You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you  
9-10: The Ascension  
11: Promise 3 - This same Jesus will come back again 
12-14: The apostles and friends went back home to pray and we presume to wait 

 

There are three issues that I’d like to consider from this text today 

 

THE THREE PROMISES 

THE APOSTLES INABILITY TO ‘GET IT’ 

WAITING 

 

FIRST PROMISE 

 

You will be baptised with the Holy Spirit – similar to the way that you were baptised by John the Baptist in water some time ago. You’ll be immersed in 

the Spirit; it will be the proof that God is active in your life. It’s interesting that God’s activity in us through his Spirit is described in a number of ways. 

 

Stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high Luke 24:49 

The gift my Father promised 1:4 

You will be baptised with the Holy Spirit 1:5 

When the Holy Spirit comes on you 1:8 

All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 2:4 

I will pour out my Spirit on all people 2:17 

And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit 2:38 

 

This says to me that there are many ways to described he coming of the Holy Spirit on people and that’s perfectly understandable – there are so many 

ways in which God reaches into our lives. 



 

The wonder of this promise, the power of this promise is that we will be immersed in God; that God will be a living reality in us – note here there are no 

consequences mentioned – that comes later; simply that you will be immersed in the Holy Spirit. 

 

This is both a comfort and a challenge. The comfort is that God comes to us and immerses us (using the baptism illustration) in himself; that God shares 

his very life with us. 

 

The challenge is where is the evidence in us that God has indeed baptised us in his Spirit. 

 

I wonder if we need to do a lot less talking about something like this promise and simply trust that as we open ourselves to God he will baptise us with his 

Spirit and using it as an adjective, describing that God does do this again and again.  

 

Some say one baptism, many fillings of the Holy Spirit – but these are all descriptive words; all pictures of the way God works in us. We’ll come back to 

this again. 

 

THE APOSTLES INABILITY TO ‘GET IT’ 

 

The apostles’ response to this promise is mind-blowing to say the least. Here is Jesus promising them a sharing in the power of God; the very life of God – 

heady stuff, deeply spiritual and all they can come back with is a question about power, politics and place.  

 

‘Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 

 

So through this baptising with the Spirit you’re going to get rid of the Romans, we will have our own life again (no more taxes to the Empire – read my 

lips) and Jesus (by implication) we’ll have a special place won’t we.   

 

Jesus must have thought WHAT? Don’t you guys get anything? They just didn’t get it about the Kingdom and the call Jesus makes on us. 

 

I was trying trawling the internet early yesterday morning to find out what was happening in the semi-final featuring Andy Murray at Wimbledon and 

came across the Christianity Today website. In it there was an article about a new TV programme called ‘Preachers of LA.’ It’s about the lavish lifestyles of 

the TV preachers in the US. I quote from the article: 

 

‘The Bible says I wish above all things that you would prosper and be in health, even as your soul prospers. I believe that, declares Bishop Clarence 

McClendon, one of the stars of the show in the trailer posted on YouTube on Thursday. 

 

McClendon, whose weekly international broadcast reaches some 250 million homes, believes ‘there is no other kind of Gospel’ except the prosperity 

gospel.’ 

 



Now you may have a different take on this to me and you’re entitled to do this but as I read the apostles’ question I couldn’t help thinking that question 

they asked, is as alive and well today as it ever was; that somehow Jesus’ kingdom is about power, wealth, place and politics. 

 

I leave you to judge. The same article said that Benny Hinn was marrying his former wife again which was nice –and those of you who are interested may 

like to explore that one if you so wish. 

 

Jesus kind of dismisses their question with a ‘well it’s actually nothing to do with your answer and tries to ignite their spiritual interest with his second 

promise. 

 

SECOND PROMISE  

 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you;  

 

Wow this is more like it! Power! That’s what we like to hear Jesus. Power, authority, might – the things we’d love to have, love to exhibit; things that 

would separate us out from the average, the ordinary. And that may have been all they heard. In so doing they’d have missed the crunch words; 

 

And you will be my witnesses 

 

Oh! Power to witness mmm, not half so exciting or maybe it is; my witnesses - witnesses of what, witnesses to what? After all a witness simply tells what 

they know, what they see, what they experience. 

 

Power to be my witnesses: 

Witnesses to Jesus life, death and his coming alive 

Witnesses to his presence today 

Witnesses of what we have experienced, what we know, what we’ve seen – and done in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Witnesses - who to: those at home, in our neighbourhood, places where we least want to go, wherever and whenever – and maybe particularly to those 

we’ve put on our Starfish. I remembered at this point an illustration I used not a couple of years ago – it may be worth repeating here. 

 

 

A recent convert to Jesus was approached by an unbelieving friend.  

‘So you’ve been converted to Christ?’  

‘Yes.’  

‘Then you must know a great deal about Him. Tell me, what country was he born in?’  

‘I don’t know.’  

‘What was his age when he died?’  

‘I don’t know.’  

‘How many sermons did he preach?’  



‘I don’t know.”  

‘You certainly know very little for a man who claims to be converted to Christ.’  

‘You’re right. I’m ashamed at how little I know about him. But I know this: three years ago I was a drunk, and I was in debt; my family was falling to 

pieces, they dreaded the sight of me. But now – I’ve given up drink and we’re out of debt. Ours is a happy home. My children eagerly wait for me to come 

home at night. All this Jesus has done for me and for us. This is what I know about Jesus. 

 

That may be an example of witness in the power of the Spirit. 

 

SECOND PROMISE: But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 

 

And then he was gone 

 

THIRD PROMISE 

 

This same Jesus….will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven. 

 

 

 

There’s a song - this same Jesus he will come again 

 

Why - because he said he would? 

Why - because he said ultimately this world will fall apart? 

Why - because the Bible tells me so? 

 

How’s that for profound logic? 

 

AND WHAT ARE WE TO DO? 

 

We live on the other side of Pentecost 

We can expect the Holy Spirit to break through because Acts is the record of the Holy Spirit breaking through in all manner of situations and ways 

We can expect the God the Holy Spirit to baptise, fill and come upon those who are ready to receive 

 

But sometimes because God is sovereign we have be where the apostles were the day Jesus returned to God – we have to wait. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


