
ACTS 1:15-26.                       14/7/13 

 

 
I find it helpful preaching through books of the Bible because I come across texts I might not otherwise consider. There are things about today’s text that I’d like to 

avoid, but it’s here in Acts and therefore part of what we understand to be God’s word to us.  This passage from Acts is normally read after the Ascension and 

before Pentecost Sunday. However I don’t think I’m committing a sin by reading it today. 

 
ACTS 1:15-26 

 

15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering about a hundred and twenty) 16 and said, ‘Brothers and sisters, the Scripture had to 

be fulfilled in which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago through David concerning Judas, who served as guide for those who arrested Jesus. 17 He was one of our 

number and shared in our ministry.’ 

18 (With the payment he received for his wickedness, Judas bought a field; there he fell headlong, his body burst open and all his intestines spilled out. 

19 Everyone in Jerusalem heard about this, so they called that field in their language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 

20 ‘For,’ said Peter, ‘it is written in the Book of Psalms: 

‘May his place be deserted; let there be no one to dwell in it,’ and,  

 

‘May another take his place of leadership.’ 

 

21 Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the whole time the Lord Jesus was living among us, 22 beginning from John’s 

baptism to the time when Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these must become a witness with us of his resurrection.’ 

23 So they nominated two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus) and Matthias. 24 Then they prayed, ‘Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us 

which of these two you have chosen 25 to take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs.’ 26 Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to 

Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles. 

 

I was given a new school computer this year. Whereas previously I had a laptop or a PC, now I’ve got a MacBook Pro. My laptop used Microsoft Windows and I 

could do quite a bit with it; my MacBook Pro is an Apple computer and I just don’t get it. In theological terms as far as I can see, Apple computers are evil. Leaving 

out the theological interpretation, it’s like having to learn a whole new way of doing things. Tom Wright points out in his introduction to these verses that this is 

possibly how the apostles felt after Jesus had left them – they were in uncharted territory. They had to learn a whole new way of doing things – without Jesus 

being physically present with them.  



 

As part of my apple learning curve is we had a staff meeting on Wednesday with the New Zealand head of Apply Education. Even though I didn’t understand what 

he was talking about I went up to the visitor whose name was Stephen King and asked him if he also wrote thrillers. Actually I didn’t, I asked him where he’d 

taught in Sydney – when I’d established where he lived – about three questions, I discovered that he lived in Baulkham Hills. I said isn’t that where Hillsong is – he 

said yes, I went there for 20 ears. Did you know Jay and Chrissie Jury (Ray and Elizabeth James’ daughter and son in law? Oh yes they lived with us when they first 

came to Sydney. And I know Chrissie’s parents Ray and. Elizabeth James…. 

 

Back to our text - not only did the disciples have to learn a new way of doing things they’d been through so many conflicting emotions over recent days - fear, 

bitter disappointment, disillusionment, questioning, a smidgeon of hope, joy, pure ecstasy, peace, pleasure and then anxiety when Jesus left.  

 

Judas had died; he’d had some kind of fall that literally ripped him apart – that’s how Luke describes it and slightly differently to the way Matthew puts it. His life 

ended swiftly and suddenly – Matthew quite bluntly says Judas hanged himself; Luke describes this somewhat more grotesquely. Was this inevitable? I sometimes 

think about Peter and Judas in relation to this. Both denied Jesus; both it seems understood the awfulness of what they’d done. And yet, it seems, there was 

redemption for Peter but not for Judas – maybe something to consider another time. Judas came to the conclusion he had no future; for Peter it seemed to be 

different. 

 

The first problem they faced was quite crucial – who were they? Were they the spearhead of Jesus’ plan to renew and restore God’s people? In this sense were 

they the people of God? (Remember at this stage there’s no hint of a new religion – that wouldn’t even have entered their minds).  

 

And how could they be the people of God  if there were only 11 of them? How could they model and symbolize God’s plan for Israel if they were one patriarch 

short of a true Israel (or one sandwich short of a picnic as we say). Did they stay this way or if they didn’t what should they do about it? 

 

Well they did two things: 

 

They interpreted what they were facing in the light of their Scriptures – the one we call the Old Testament but one I like to call in the light of meeting Marva Dawn, 

the First Testament. 

 

To them this wasn’t just a record of what God said in the past but was full of signposts pointing to the time when the plans God was nurturing would come to 

fruition. 

 

So they pondered the Psalms which spoke, as several Psalms speak of the future. 

 

They read Psalm 69:25:  

 

May his place be deserted; let there be no one to dwell in it 



 

They read Psalm 109:8: 

 

May another take his place of leadership 

 

These texts indicated both the need to replace Judas and a word about his future. 

 

But note who Judas was! 

 

He was one of our number and shared in our ministry (17).  

 

We (Trudy and I that is) read Matthew 9-10 this week. At one point Jesus sent his apostles out to do the stuff so to speak. Included in his instructions were the 

words: 

 

Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. 
6 

Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. 
7 

As you go, proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of 

heaven has come near.’ 
8 

Heal those who are ill, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give. 

 

Judas must have been part of that. He’d seen the powers of the coming Kingdom; yet it wasn’t enough to convince him not to entertain Satan’s whispers; whispers 

that became so loud that ultimately proved irresistible. 

 

The one who once believed, who shared in their ministry had gone from them and in their understanding has to be replaced. 

 

Who? 

 

It had to be someone who’d been with them the whole time the Lord Jesus lived among them – that is from John’s baptism to the ascension - the whole 9 yards; 

and someone who’d witnessed his resurrection. 

 

Two nominations – sounds terribly like a Baptist Church to me. Joseph aka Barsabbas aka Justus and Matthias were the nominations and then they prayed. 

 

These people consulted the Scriptures and they prayed. 

 

Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which of these two you have chosen 25 to take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs. 

 

They cast lots – I understand it involved a bucket and stones but don’t quote me on that. Who were members and who weren’t. How did they decide who among 

them were to cast lots? Were women allowed to? What they felt through this was that God answered their prayers and Matthias was the one chosen. 



 

Funny we never hear about Matthias again or Joseph for that matter but that could be said of other apostles too. 

 

From the apostles point of view they had corrected a situation that wasn’t as it should be; they felt Scripture pointed to them this was the way to go and they 

prayed expecting the Lord to reveal to them his good purposes. (As we will need to do as we face issues and decisions in our future). From our vantage point we 

ask, why didn’t they wait for Pentecost and the coming of the Spirit? The truth is they didn’t know what that would be like and maybe, maybe they felt the gift 

wouldn’t be given until things were as they should be – interesting. 

 

I’ve always felt that God had the twelfth apostle chosen - Paul. But I have also to say that I’m reading back from my history. 

 

It’s interesting to note alongside this that after Pentecost when James, one of the apostles was killed in 12:2, a replacement for him wasn’t thought to be 

necessary. Times were changing and quickly. 

 

So what are we to make of all this in the early 21
st

 century - that the fledgling group of believers had issues to deal with; as we do too. However I’d like to paint 

two broad brush strokes on the canvas of your minds today. 

 

THE FLEDGLING COMMUNITY OF JESUS’ FOLLOWERS – IF IT WAS TO BE THE PEOPLE OF GOD WAS TIED TO THE TWELVE AS SYMBOLIC REPRESENTATIVES OF 

ISRAEL AND OF GOD’S KINGDOM. 

 

• The church as the new people of God was founded on the ministry and leadership of the twelve. 

• The church as the people of God represents the promised restoration of the Kingdom of God – this is how the twelve understood their charge. 

• The church will always seek the salvation of the Jews as the twelve did in Jerusalem, Judea, and Samaria and to the ends of the earth. 

• The church, the people of God, will take seriously the whole word of God – first and second testaments 

 

 

THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH, THE PEOPLE OF GOD, IS FOCUSED ON THE WITNESS OF JESUS AND WITNESS TO JESUS 

 

• The primary task of the twelve was to bear witness to Jesus’ resurrection. If you take that away from them there’s nothing; the resurrection defines the 

people of God from then until now despite the best efforts of those whose vision is limited to deny this. 

• The church is either the movement that announces God’s new creation founded on Jesus’ resurrection or it’s just another irrelevant religious sect. I don’t 

get the feeling reading the book of Acts that you could accuse them of not getting this one right. 

 

I know that when Paul wrote to the Church at Corinth he did say: ‘For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.’ 

 

But he also wrote: If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
20 

But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the 



firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

The twelve had a unique role; as eyewitnesses of Jesus’ life, death, resurrection and ascension they testified to the truth of these foundational events in God’s 

Kingdom plan in an authentic and reliable manner. All subsequent generations of Christians including us are dependent on the testimony of the twelve. 

Our focus is Jesus – not strategies, methods and technique, not a set of rules, not necessarily keeping up with the latest trends things but Jesus. This is as true 

today as it was when the 11 chose Matthias to complete the muster. 

 

 

 

 


