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Acts 2:1-13 - Introduction 
The Pentateuch is what?   First five books in the Bible 
A Pentagon is a? Five sided object 
Pente is? Greek for five 
Pentecost is? 50 days from Passover and actually one of three festivals that pilgrims 
would try and attend sometime in their lifetime.  It was essentially a harvest festival, some say to 
celebrate the first fruits. 
 
But the background is back in Moses time when lambs were killed at Passover, the angel of death passed 
over the homes of those who had shed the lamb’s blood on the doorposts.  And fifty days later the 
Israelites having made their way through the Red Sea arrive at Mt Sinai and God gave Moses the instruction 
for how to live. 
 
Some see a parallel in the way Moses went up the mountain to Jesus as he ascended into heaven, Moses 
came down with the Law, the 10 Commandments, Jesus sent down the Holy Spirit. 
Chapter one that Roly has spoken about in the last couple of weeks should have whet our appetite for 
what is to come, those wonderful verses 7&8,  
7 He said to them: ‘It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 
 
And last week we had the completing of the 12, the preparation was complete, all the ducks were 
aligned, everything sorted and the Holy Spirit had the green light to fill the believers.  And the church was 
underway. 
 
 
Read Acts 2:1-13 
The Holy Spirit comes at Pentecost 
 
 
A summary: 
When?  9am, fifty days after Passover 
Who? 120 believers 
Who else? Some suggest 1 million pilgrims 
Where? Probably the same upper room as chapter 1:13, not the upper room of the last supper. 
What were they saying? Declaring the wonders of God – not in tongues 
Why?  To equip the disciples with the power of God’s presence for their task of witness and mission 
 
And it is worth looking at the reactions of the people in all this, in the believers there is no fear and 
trembling, I find that remarkable.  The verbs in the passage are worth a look as people observe and try 
and come to grips with what is happening.   
 
This should be reassuring to us too, as people discover that we are followers of Jesus, some react 
impressed while others are like v12, at a loss to explain such behaviour, amazed, bewildered, and I’m sure 
you’ve all experienced or know of people who have been laughed at, scorned or jeered because of their 
faith as happened in v13. 
 
V9-11 
But what got me excited in this passage was all those place names in verses 9 to 11, true!  I love maps, 
and so I went to Google to see where these places are, You might like to go to Google and put in 
‘Pentecost map’ into Google images and see what you see.  The fifteen names here in a list they look 
meaningless, but put them on a map and look what happens.   
 
I didn’t expect to see what I saw here, in fact it stunned me, and set the passage alive, it really grabbed 
my attention when I saw this a couple of weeks ago.  Two things, these 15 places surround Jerusalem, 
they’re in pretty much every direction.  



 
And the people from these fifteen places have come into Jerusalem, to then hear in their own language 
the Good News about Jesus, or as v11 says, the wonders of God.  The Holy Spirit comes, they hear, they 
go home, look at the directions they go, every which way.  They are what verse eight in chapter one talks 
about, Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the earth.    
 
The Holy Spirit has come as a blessing to the whole earth. 
 
The Holy Spirit was given for witness and mission, to spread the Good News of Jesus.  In John Ch14 (v15-
31), Ch15 (v26-27) and 16 (v5-15) we read Jesus telling the disciples that He will send the Holy Spirit who 
will help people know Him, who will testify about Him.  The Holy Spirit helps people to know Jesus.  This 
is the purpose of the Holy Spirit, this answers the why question. 
 
So it’s quite exciting to see people desperate for the Holy Spirit, but what is it they are asking for, for if 
John 14 to 16 is right, that the Holy Spirit has been sent to testify about Jesus, then people who are 
desperate for a filling of the Holy Spirit are surely asking to be greater evangelists, greater missionaries, 
greater witnesses for Jesus, that through them people might know Jesus better.  If you have more of the 
Holy Spirit you’ll be more effective in spreading the Good News of Jesus, that there is a God, there is 
forgiveness from sin, that Jesus is alive! 
 
But being an evangelist doesn’t seem to feature on many peoples most wanted job lists. 
 
We’re not filled with the Holy Spirit for our benefit, but that Jesus might be known, for the benefit of 
others.  What a privilege to be used by God, having that fulfilment, that sense of purpose you get when 
you’re working for God. 
 
Let’s back up here, I believe that since this Pentecost event those who are followers of Jesus, those who 
say that they believe in Jesus have the Holy Spirit in them.  At times I stumble over my feet as I pray with 
people and other times I wonder where those words I’ve prayed have come from?  I don’t really, I stand 
amazed that God through the Holy Spirit has used me. 
 
But there are other times when we need a special anointing, not to be seen as a top up because I don’t 
believe the Holy Spirit leaks out of us or can be used up like fuel in our cars, at 226.9 a litre you could 
consider rationing.  Sometimes we go into situations where we need the Holy Spirit to gift us for a task or 
a moment.   
 
Now the obvious example is Julian and Claire, Richard and Sally, Peter Reid, pointless sending them into 
the mission field, that is the overseas mission field, without the Holy Spirit.  But we face situations in our 
lives, in our own mission fields here here that require a special gifting or anointing.  Is that for an exam?  
How will the exam bring glory to God, or help people to know Jesus?  Is it before you approach someone 
say these starfish people to see if they want to come to the women’s breakfast, or come and hear Mark 
Powell, or come to youth group, breakfast church, 10:15 even.  Yes, that’s a good time to pray for the 
Holy Spirit to ‘fill’ you (immerse is more accurate) for that task or as you go into situations where you 
need to be openly a Jesus follower. 
 
So is it okay to ask to be filled with the Holy Spirit?  Yes, whenever you go into a situation as a Christian 
that has the potential to showcase Jesus, and for some of us it’s our homes, some our workplaces, our 
neighbourhoods, we should pray for the Holy Spirit to work in us, for the glory of Jesus. 
 
Consider sports teams or sports events.  Is it okay to be a covert Jesus follower?  Or should we ask the 
Holy Spirit to fill us with boldness to respond to situations as they arise? 
 
Do you need to get the local priest to pray for you?  If you believe you are filled with the Holy Spirit as a 
believer, then any believer can pray for you, and if there are none around pray yourself. 
 
But it’s not all about us.  I was encouraged as I read yesterday in the 30 Days of Prayer for the Muslim 
world books, still a few left if you haven’t got one, the story of Pramana who the local Muslim Priest 
suggested to fast and pray to overcome the mess his life was in.  On the third day a voice spoke to him, 
‘Find Jesus, find the gospel.”  He had no idea who Jesus was, or what Jesus was but the voice continued 
to guide him to the home of three Christians, the only known Christians in a people group of 24 million.  
And the man found out who Jesus was and became a follower. 
 



Just like at Pentecost, the Holy Spirit continues to speak today in languages that we can understand. 
 
Which means we too can pray that the Holy Spirit will speak to those who don’t know Jesus. 
 
 
Benediction by Nathan Nettleton http://www.laughingbird.net/ 
 
Go now as God’s chosen witnesses 
to testify that Christ has been raised  
and that we are raised with him. 
Do not look for him among the dead, 
but be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
 
And may God raise you from all that would entomb you; 
May Christ Jesus call you by name and go ahead of you; 
And may the Holy Spirit empower you for all that is good. 
 
We go in peace to love and serve the Lord, 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

 


