
ACTS 6-8                  4/8/13 

 
We had a good day last Sunday – it was pleasing to see how many were prepared to come in the afternoon and engage with the issue Laurie was 

presenting. As Isabel Campbell said to me on Monday, it was great to hear from one of our College lecturers and appreciate the value they are. I think 

we’ve probably underused that resource over the years. 

 

We live in interesting times to say the least. 

 

In the holidays when we were at the Emotionally Healthy Church seminar, the presenter Pete Scazzero mentioned 8 challenges before the church: 

 

• The church is largely indistinguishable from the world 

• Transformation of society isn’t happening 

• And so people aren’t experiencing deep transformation 

• Emotional health is the same in and out of the church 

• Marriage is deteriorating 

• Most Christians aren’t into Scripture and prayer 

• Leadership remains violent towards the soul and the family 

• Social media may be changing our capacity for a deep personal relationship with Jesus 

 

 

While the year was halfway through at the end of June I’d just like to make some comments as to where we are in a number of areas.  

 

 

 

 

 

A CHURCH ALIVE 

 
Acts 6:1-6 

 
In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews

 
among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their 

widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. 
2 

So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, ‘It would not be right for 

us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 
3 

Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you who are known to 

be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them 
4 

and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.’ 



5 
This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, 

Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. 
6 

They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. 

We finished our last series in Acts at the end of Chapter 5. The apostles had just been flogged and told not to speak in the name of Jesus - sounds like 

pretty standard practice then – and in several parts of the world today. Would we have cause to be flogged today? Simple question I know. 

Their response was to never stop teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah and they did this in the temple courts and from 

house to house. 

Chapter 6 acknowledges that growth is taking place - ‘in those days when the number of disciples was increasing.’ With growth came problems. The 

community in Jerusalem more than likely contained people from a wide range of countries and cities. The Hellenistic Jews were from the Greek Empire – 

their first language was Greek; the Hebraic Jews, who no doubt spoke Aramaic, possibly also spoke Hebrew. It was the widows from the former group 

who were being overlooked. Remember this was the community that in Acts 2 and 4 sought to live as one big family. Well it wasn’t quite happening. And 

as happens when faith communities grow, some things need to be attended to. This was the presenting problem – possibly more could have been 

mentioned. So what did the leaders need to do? 

 

• Recognized that there was a problem and not sweep it under the carpet with spiritual language. 

• Understood that as apostles they could do nothing about it – their hands were full. 

• So they threw it back on the community – true congregational decision making (so say smug Baptists). 

• The community appointed 7 people to serve in this particular area - but note they had to be full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom – the necessary 

qualifications for any service really. 

 

So this fine bunch of men from a range of backgrounds, was given this task, prayed for and set apart for this work while the apostle got on with their 

calling.  

 

A potential blow up was averted and the work went on. 

 

What do I learn from this? 

 

1. That every task in God’s economy requires Holy Spirit empowering 

2. That prayer and proclamation aren’t to be despised but that they go hand in hand with practical issues  

3. That the apostles were flexible 

4. That leadership was shared and not kept to a small group 

B A CHURCH EFFECTIVE 



Acts 6:7 

7 
So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith. 

A church that cares for its own is an effective church 

Growth takes place in this context 

Inroads were made to a resistant group – that’s why we’ve been praying for 30 days 

 

Wonderful – times of blessing and growth, good to be part of. I’ve heard that someone wrote a song about the way the church was in those days. It went 

something like this: 

 

Blessed Be Your Name 

In the land that is plentiful  

where your streams of abundance flow 

blessed be your name 

 

Blessed be your name 

When the sun's shining down on us 

When the world's 'all as it should be' 

blessed be your name 

 

And then this 

 

Acts 7:8-12, 54-8:1 

 
8 

Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed great wonders and signs among the people. 
9 

Opposition arose, however, from 

members of the Synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called) – Jews of Cyrene and Alexandria as well as the provinces of Cilicia and Asia – who began 

to argue with Stephen. 
10 

But they could not stand up against the wisdom the Spirit gave him as he spoke. 

11 
Then they secretly persuaded some men to say, ‘We have heard Stephen speak blasphemous words against Moses and against God.’ 

12 
So they stirred up the people and the elders and the teachers of the law.………….. 

54 
When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him. 

55 
But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up 

to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 
56 

‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at 

the right hand of God.’ 



57 
At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, 

58 
dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. 

Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 

59 
While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ 

60 
Then he fell on his knees and cried out, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin 

against them.’ When he had said this, he fell asleep. 

8 And Saul approved of their killing him. 

This isn’t quite what we think it should be. How could something that was going so well suddenly become so bad and so crushing for the spirit-filled, wise 

deacon called Stephen? Where is the blessing of the Lord in this – we who think our lives should be filled with sunny days, health, wealth and happiness? 

Actually it got worse 

 

C A CHURCH UNDER PRESSURE 

 

Acts 8:1b-4 

On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and 

Samaria. 
2 

Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him. 
3 
But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off 

both men and women and put them in prison. 

4 
Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went. 

And I wonder if at that time someone wrote another song 

 

Blessed Be Your name 

When I'm found in the desert place 

Though I walk through the wilderness 

Blessed Be Your name 

 

Blessed be Your name 

On the road marked with suffering  

Though there's pain in the offering  

Blessed be Your name 

 



There’s a saying the blood of the martyrs is the seed-bed of the church. If ever there was a time that it was supremely true it was following the death the 

death of Stephen the first Christian martyr.  

But notice their courage. They didn’t hide, they didn’t pull back they just kept true to the task, preaching the word wherever they went.  

We can but admire the sense of adventure with which they approached this new challenge. These men and women stand as examples for us. But it’s 

more than this; these people of faith and action remind us that following Jesus isn’t for those who want peace at any price and think that being a 

Christian is about being nice. 

It can be dangerous and threatening to be a fully committed follower of Jesus and to be identified with Jesus and his followers. How did the great 

persecution take place – was it don’t do that stuff, was it physical or was it mental. We don‘t know 

 

It can be costly – these scattered believers presumably lost their homes and their livelihood. 

 

There is in this text a great challenge to the way we live and the priorities we have. I suspect it won’t be the only time we’re challenged in this way as we 

work our way through this book. 

 

 

 

 


