
ACTS 8:4-25                11/4/13 

 
I felt after last Sunday I wanted to clear up a confusion that existed in my mind but possibly not yours. We suffer in many ways in this life; we also have 

great experiences and enjoy the world God made and for the most part the people in our lives.  

 

I.  We suffer because we belong to fallen humanity: 

 

• We get sick and we die 

• We grow old and we die – for some death is preceded by declining strength, memory and vitality; for others it’s quick and relatively painless – 

but the end result is the same. 

• Today people live many more years than was previously the case. However with longer years there are strings attached. In reality the longer we 

live, the more likely we are to experience some if not all the things I’ve mentioned – declining strength, memory and vitality. This came to me in 

two ways this week, firstly on the golf course late on Thursday afternoon. I took out what I thought was the right club for reasonably long iron 

shot onto the green only to discover my very average shot left the ball well short and in thick grass. And secondly, as this was the first golf I’d 

played since May, on account of my knee, I spent most of Friday hobbling around feeling very sorry for myself! Longer years do bring their trials – 

longer years aren’t for sissies. 

• Another thing - life doesn’t always work out as we imagined it might – economically, socially and in a myriad of other ways; and some following 

the collapse of finance companies suffer significant financial reversal 

• Relationships are broken and we lose family and friends 

 

This is the lot of fallen humanity. Why did they eat the fruit?  Why did they do it? Why? Well what makes you so sure you would have resisted. 

 

And these experiences are all because we live after the fall. Sure Jesus came to inaugurate the Kingdom of God and every now and then the Kingdom 

breaks through – healing, deliverance, conversions and the like but these breakthroughs are signs of the Kingdom to come, not the Kingdom itself – that’s 

a not yet. At the same time we desperately and rightly pray for signs of the kingdom to be present among us and through us. 

 

There is however another dimension to suffering. 

 

II. We suffer because we follow Jesus or at least seek to do this: 

 

We’re put down 

We’re abused - verbally, physically and psychologically 

We’re portrayed before others as being simple and naïve 

It costs some followers their employment 

It costs others financially – maybe you feel like that. 



It costs many followers their lives – I was reading somewhere recently how many Jesus followers will be killed this year throughout the world – the 

number wasn’t insignificant 

And then there are the attacks of doubt 

 

The problem, as I understand it is, when we attribute the suffering that’s part of human sinfulness to be because we’re Christian. It’s an important 

distinction to make. Every now and then I come across who give me the impression they think life should be perfect for them all the time through all their 

days . 

  

We move on. 

 

 

 

SLIDES 1-5: Acts 8:4-25 

 

Philip in Samaria 

 
4 Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went. 5 Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah 

there. 6 When the crowds heard Philip and saw the signs he performed, they all paid close attention to what he said. 7 For with shrieks, impure spirits 

came out of many, and many who were paralysed or lame were healed. 8 So there was great joy in that city. 

 
9 Now for some time a man named Simon had practised sorcery in the city and amazed all the people of Samaria. He boasted that he was someone 

great, 10 and all the people, both high and low, gave him their attention and exclaimed, ‘This man is rightly called the Great Power of God.’ 11 They 

followed him because he had amazed them for a long time with his sorcery. 12 But when they believed Philip as he proclaimed the good news of the 

kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptised, both men and women. 
13 

Simon himself believed and was baptised. And he 

followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and miracles he saw. 

 
14 

When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to Samaria. 
15 

When they arrived, they 

prayed for the new believers there that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 
16 

because the Holy Spirit had not yet come on any of them; they had simply 

been baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
17 

Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 

 
18 

When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered them money 
19 

and said, ‘Give me also this ability so 

that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.’ 

 
20 

Peter answered: ‘May your money perish with you, because you thought you could buy the gift of God with money! 
21 

You have no part or share in 

this ministry, because your heart is not right before God. 
22 

Repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord in the hope that he may forgive you for 

having such a thought in your heart. 
23 

For I see that you are full of bitterness and captive to sin.’ 
24 

Then Simon answered, ‘Pray to the Lord for me so 

that nothing you have said may happen to me.’ 



 
25 

After they had further proclaimed the word of the Lord and testified about Jesus, Peter and John returned to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in 

many Samaritan villages. 

 

Several stories are present within the general story of the growth of Christianity as Luke tells it. I see three in particular. 

 

I  DEACON PHILIP GOES TO A CITY IN SAMARIA   

 

Why Samaria? Well didn’t Jesus say that was one of the places they had to go to – eventually? Go to these people who were despised and who despised 

the Jews; go to these people who’d committed to parts of the Hebrew story but not the whole. Go to this people who were neither one thing nor the 

other – ethnically mixed. To this nation who hadn’t accepted Jesus as the Messiah because he didn’t fit their idea of just what the Messiah should be. Go 

to the people his friends might not be pleased to hear he’d gone to. 

 

Here he was in a city of Samaria, possibly Samaria itself, according to some translations. He’d gone down from Mount Zion where Jerusalem was. I was 

puzzled by the down to Samaria until I remembered he’d been ejected, along with others, by persecution, from Jerusalem on Mount Zion. 

 

All he did was proclaim that Jesus was the Messiah thus running the risk that he’d get persecuted there too. His message was accompanied by signs 

following – deliverance and healing are mentioned – just the kind of thing that we’re sure would make a difference to our proclamation.   

 

And then this wonderful statement with which Luke concludes the first part - ‘So there was great joy in that city.’ 

 

Joy in the city – don’t we need to see joy in the city. Joy in the city may be a full staff at Invermay, railway wagons and couplings made in the old Hillside 

workshop and not in China and the USA, meals prepared at Dunedin hospital and more Rolls Royces being found. But I need to be true to the text. This 

joy is because of what God was doing.  

 

I love this city, I love looking out at the sunrise as we pray at this time of the year, I love the hills, the valleys, the ocean, the beauty around us, the smell 

of cows when I get off the plane at Momona, the once were mighty Highlanders and hearing the world’s best musicians as at the Town Hall last night and 

reading in the paper of the other 100’s of young people playing ukuleles. But above all I long for deep and abiding joy in the city as a response to God at 

work. It’s because others feel this way it’s proposed that in the two weeks leading up to Palm Sunday next year the Christian communities of this city 

plays host to a number of African and Asian evangelists. We’ll be talking more about this. 

 

Let’s pray for joy in the city. Would 2-3 people like to pray to that end? 

 

II SIMON PART I 

 

Things must have proceeded at quite a pace. Simon, who had his own considerable following with acts of sorcery, who thought of himself as a top bloke, 

which no-one disagreed with, suddenly found his followers leaving in their hordes: 



 

But when they believed Philip as he proclaimed the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptised, both men 

and women.  

 

More joy in the city, a wonderfully alive place where God was so obviously at work. Simon’s attitude was if you can’t ‘beat ‘em join ‘em,’ so he too was 

baptised and joined the happy throng. So devoted was Simon that he became Philip’s shadow, watching carefully every sign, every miracle – thinking, 

possibly, hey this is much more impressive than anything I’ve done. 

 

This isn’t too bad for Philip, not bad for a guy who not so long ago was sorting out widows and their food back in Jerusalem. You never want to put 

someone in a box and say they can only do this or only do that. Philip being found faithful in small things (that is unless you’re a Greek-speaking widow) 

was given a much larger canvas on which to express his commitment to Jesus. Have you ever thought that could apply to you? 

 

III PETER AND JOHN CHECK OUT WHAT’S HAPPENING 

 

Someone must have got on the first century equivalent to Facebook and reported back to the apostles what was happening. And when Peter and John 

got there they must have concluded that things weren’t quite as they expected. Faith in the Messiah yes, baptism yes, but where was the Spirit’s 

presence being evidenced in these new believers. So they placed hands on them and in Luke’s words they received the Holy Spirit. One of the several 

ways the activity of God through his Spirit is described in Luke. 

 

A question that comes out of the text is this, are some Christians right in interpreting this as biblical proof of a second Holy Spirit blessing subsequent to 

faith in Jesus and baptism in water or did Peter and John turn up simply to complete these believers’ Christian initiation? It’s difficult to find a ‘one size 

fits all’ pattern for Christian beginnings in Acts. Various describing words are used, various names given to experiences and various ways to name the 

work of the Holy Spirit. And I wonder if that’s how it is for all time. There are many ways in which people experience Christian beginnings. And there are 

many of us here today who can testify to life changing Holy Spirit experiences long after they first believed in Jesus. As a response to this text I’d rather 

say let God the Holy Spirit do what he wants to do than say it must be like this. 

 

These believers received the Spirit in a way that was obvious without that way being spelt out. If we’re not to put people in a box then surely we 

shouldn’t put God in a box. 

 

Wonderful times – times we long for, times when God is at work  in powerful and life-changing ways; joy indeed in the city. 

 

IV SIMON PART II 

 

There’s always someone around to mess things up. Simon having watched for some time sees possibilities but he also sees that nothing comes without a 

price tag. Can I buy this power? I’d love to pray for people the way you guys do. In his mind possibly this was way beyond sorcery, this is real. 

 



How much will it cost? I’ve got plenty to offer you. As is always the case, the misuse of money, power and sex in their manifold forms taint what God 

does. This time it’s money. And don’t think this doesn’t happen around the Christian church today, even in little old NZ. Money used to buy position and 

influence; money used to build spiritual power blocks. It’s not money in itself that’s evil – money is neutral. So many good people have used their ability 

to make money to enhance the work of the Kingdom. We’ve experienced that in this church – look behind me. It’s when the motivation is wrong. 

 

Well Peter gives him both barrels; and a few shots from an AK 47 as well: 

You’re out of touch with God 

What you’re asking is wicked 

You’re full of bitterness 

You’re captive to sin 

 

Simon, and we’re not sure of his motives, pleads with Peter to pray for him and then in Luke’s mind that’s all that needs to be said about that. You know 

in Forrest Gump ‘that’s all I need to say about that.’ 

 

Peter and John, being satisfied that the world is now as it should be, returned to Jerusalem preaching the good news as they went. 

 

SUMMARY/APPLICATION 

 

What will you take from today?  

 

• That as God was alive in the world and working then through his Spirit so he is today 

• It’s not helpful to  put people or God in a box and think we understand all there is to understand 

• Ask yourself is my Christian initiation complete? 

• Pray for joy in the city and that the kingdom will break through in our day, in us and through us. 

 

 


