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Jesus for the marginalised 
 
Why is this story from Acts 8 in the Bible?   
 
Read Acts 8:26-40  
 
 
May God give us clarity of understanding as we ponder these verses. 
 
 
v26-7 Philip’s blind obedience  
In a service at Northpoint Baptist where Grant Harris was most likely leading, I heard who I thought was 
God say to me, “Go to Carey.”  I knew what Carey was, though it hadn’t been mentioned in the service 
nor had there been any other similar prompting.  Carey was Carey Baptist College, a Bible College that 
doubles as a place to train Baptist Ministers.  That was the year 2000 and it took me five years to follow 
that lead. 
 
Philip here is quite simply amazing, “Go south…” and off he goes.  
 
If God were to talk to you about something left field, what would you do?   
 
Philip is impressive in his response to God. 
 
 
 v27 An Ethiopian goes to worship 
And he discovers an Ethiopian, and Ethiopian who is a Eunuch!  Eunuchs were highly sought after, were 
numerous and highly trained even privileged people by the royals.  For a start they were good at looking 
after the harem, the bevy of girls or wives that Kings kept, for they couldn’t get into trouble.  Sexual 
fantasy plays on this history, Sky TV did a humorous advertisement a few years ago to this end, but my 
mother suggested I shouldn’t show it.  Diane wasn’t so sure either.  Care of the royal children was another 
of their usual tasks, and as the passage suggests, the treasury.  
 
Some were Eunuch’s from birth, others were castrated to become Eunuchs and others chose to become 
Eunuchs – who said this?  Jesus in Matthew 19:12.  In much the same way as people are celibate to serve 
Jesus, stay unmarried.  Nuns, a great example. 
 
We have to guess a fair bit about this Eunuch, to travel in a chariot suggests he was no ordinary human 
being, he had considerable freedom, trust and respect from his employers.   
 
However, we can assume that on arrival in Jerusalem he would have been noticed.  Ethiopian people are 
dark skinned.  And as a Eunuch his status as per temple law would have been to keep him well back, as he 
would have been regarded as only partly human.  Those who were deformed or had defects were not 
allowed into the Assembly of the Lord. 
Deuteronomy 23:1 
Exclusion from the assembly 
 
23 No one who has been emasculated by crushing or cutting may enter the assembly of the Lord. 
 
(See also Leviticus 22:24) 
 
Valued, but excluded.   
 
A bit like some immigrants to New Zealand, like the guy in Northland who was from was it South Africa 
who had set up a garage that was serving the community, employing people, but his papers weren’t in 
order and he had to leave the country.  Valuable but excluded, but it did end happily. 
 
So what was an Ethiopian Eunuch going to the Temple in Jerusalem for?  The experts seem puzzled too, 
they are convinced that this man was not a Jew.  That he could be a convert to Judaism they find 



troubling as well.  As we discover in the passage, he didn’t know Jesus, so he’d gone to Jerusalem to 
worship, probably some ritualistic act, a form of worship that is more with the head than the heart. 
 
 
 v28 The preceding verses pave the way 
And it seems that while in Jerusalem the Ethiopian bought a very expensive item, a scroll of the prophet 
Isaiah.  Not a small scroll, and he begins reading it as he rides, not silently to himself, that wasn’t the 
done thing, but aloud.  And it’s likely he was reading for some considerable time before Philip interrupted 
him.   
 
He’d read these things like this just before Philip arrived: 
40:3 A voice of one calling:  In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord; make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. 
 
42:1 Here is my servant whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight: I will put my Sprit on him, and 
he will bring justice to the nations. 
 
52:7 How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who 
bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, ‘Your God reigns!’ 
 
And then Philip hears him reading Ch53 v7&8 
Isaiah 53:7-8 
 
7 He was oppressed and afflicted, 
    yet he did not open his mouth; 
he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, 
    and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, 
    so he did not open his mouth. 
8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away. 
    Yet who of his generation protested? 
For he was cut off from the land of the living; 
    for the transgression of my people he was punished. 
 
And Philip starts here. 
 
Philip starts with where the guy is at, spends time listening then begins there. 
 
Sometimes we don’t start where people are at, because we don’t do enough listening when it comes to 
telling people about Jesus.  This week Roly and I have been at South Island Baptist ministers conference at 
Living Spring near Christchurch.  One of the speakers was Myk Habets from Carey.  He lectures in 
Theology, the study of God.  At the conference he talked about grace and truth, and at one point made a 
fascinating observation.   
 
He was talking about telling people about Jesus, about how it is so important that we understand the big 
picture of the Bible, that there aren’t 66 isolated books, but that they’ve been written and ordered in a 
particular way that we might see how God is working, that there is a big plan, that we can trust him.  And 
Myk said when we do this evangelism thing, when we begin to talk to people about Jesus, even if we do it 
by fantasy, we too often begin at Genesis 3 and end at Revelation 20. 
 
And I thought that’s right, that’s what I’ve seen.  You know what is Genesis three is about eh?  Sin – you 
dirty rotten sinners, and you know what Revelation 20 is all about?  Judgement – turn before you burn you 
nasty little sinners.  I’m not sure he said that bit. 
 
But the Bible like most books begins at page one, at chapter one of Genesis when God is looking at 
everything and everyone and going, hey, this is really good!  God Myk said is a good God who is pleased 
with what He has made including us.  Isn’t this good news for those who are being knocked around?   
 
And where does the Bible end?  Not chapter 20 of Revelation, but chapters 21 and 22 where God tells us 
about a new heaven and a new earth of a time to come that will be quite outstanding, of a time that we 
can be a part of.  [This is worth telling people about, this is worth knowing more about! 
 
 



 v35 It’s all about Jesus 
As Philip leads this man to who Jesus is, he begins with where the eunuch is up to, and I wonder if he 
carried on just a little bit in the reading of Isaiah?  Is it coincidence that the very next chapter 54:1 talks 
of a barren woman, this would have impacted the eunuch’s heart, when he is barren in his own way.  In 
this verse hope and blessing is promised.  54:4, ‘do not be afraid, you will not be put to shame’ seem like 
words very much for the Eunuch.  ‘Do not fear disgrace, you will not be humiliated.’ V5 for your maker 
will be your life partner…  These words seem to be acknowledging current tough times but saying put hope 
and trust in God from where full and complete blessing comes. 
 
Ch55 arouses further curiosity before, get this, ch 56  
 
Isaiah 56:1-7  New International Version - UK (NIVUK) 
Salvation for others 
 
56 This is what the Lord says: 
 
‘Maintain justice 
    and do what is right, 
for my salvation is close at hand 
    and my righteousness will soon be revealed. 
2 Blessed is the one who does this – 
    the person who holds it fast, 
who keeps the Sabbath without desecrating it, 
    and keeps their hands from doing any evil.’ 
3 Let no foreigner who is bound to the Lord say, 
    ‘The Lord will surely exclude me from his people.’ 
And let no eunuch complain, 
    ‘I am only a dry tree.’ 
4 For this is what the Lord says: 
 
‘To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths, 
    who choose what pleases me 
    and hold fast to my covenant – 
5 to them I will give within my temple and its walls 
    a memorial and a name 
    better than sons and daughters; 
I will give them an everlasting name 
    that will endure for ever. 
7 And my house will be called 
    a house of prayer for all nations.’ 
 
Have you ever been reading the Bible and a piece just leaps at you and hair stands up on the back of your 
neck and through the words you hear God speaking to you?  Powerful stuff, wonderful moments, and I 
sense the Eunuch’s excitement, going yes, yes, yes – I want this and Philip goes well you can have it for 
the Messiah has come, Jesus has been, and you can have it all, right now.  You can worship with God, you 
don’t have to be excluded. 
 
Wright writes 
‘wherever you go, whatever culture you come to, whatever situation of human need, sin, exclusion or 
oppression you may find, the message of Jesus [is] the one in whom all the promises of God find their 
Yes!’ 
 
 
 v39 Baptism and rejoicing 
The deformed are welcomed into the Temple of Jesus, they can come into the Assembly of the Lord!  This 
is great news to all who have mental, social, physical problems or disorders, Jesus welcomes this man, 
and therefore will welcome those of us who society often treats as part or even sub human.  Christianity is 
great news, or you could say a great leveller. 
 
This could be the point of the story, Philip finds a eunuch, a part person, a person excluded from the full 
blessing of God in the Temple and he explains to him that Jesus doesn’t exclude but includes, that Jesus 
doesn’t want to keep people with disabilities, people with same sex orientation, who are often the 



excluded ones, the eunuchs in our society, from the chance to know Him, to experience God’s love, 
forgiveness, peace, freedom.  
 
How does this make you feel?  For some it comes as a huge relief, those who society view as part people 
are good enough and loved by God.  Others might feel angry that those who have been rejected are 
welcome. 
 
 
So why is this passage in the Bible?  There’s a bit of Acts 1:8 for sure, the news of Jesus is getting out of 
Jerusalem, going further than Judea, it is beginning to get to the ends of the earth, even to Ethiopia.  But 
the most important point I found in this story, was that those who formerly were regarded as not fully 
human, those who are marginalised, Jesus regards as worthy, complete, and just as eligible for His 
forgiveness and new life as anyone else. 
 
 
Father God, what a great plan it was to send Jesus, to set us free, to offer us forgiveness, to give us hope, 
new life, and life to come.  Help us as we meet people this week, as we encounter those who are 
marginalised, who are sometimes regarded as part people, to be loving, caring, warm.  Help us to 
remember Your love for them is as much as it is for us.  Amen 
 
Benediction 
We have celebrated together 
that Jesus Christ came not only for Christians, 
but to be known by every person, 
every country, every culture on earth. 
For he is the Saviour of all. 
May we come to know him better 
and then make him known to others, 
especially by the way we live and listen. 
 
Go in the peace of Christ, and may you know the blessing of the presence of the Holy Spirit in all you do 
this week.  Amen. 
 
 
 


