
THE FATHER’S DAY              1/9/13 

 

 

If you were in Year 7 at John McGlashan College and I was teaching you Christian Studies, the first lessons in the year concern what the Bible says about God. We 

look at 7 Biblical truths about God; not an exhaustive list to be sure but a beginning. Jamie Tetlow and Isaac Cooper should know these off by heart…. 

 

GOD IS CREATOR 

 

The two creation accounts in Genesis 

 

Genesis 1:1 

 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

 

Genesis 2:4 

 
4 

This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, when the LORD God made the earth and the heavens. 

 

Psalm 89:11 

 

The heavens are yours, and yours also the earth; 

    you founded the world and all that is in it. 

 

GOD IS LOVE 

 

1 John 4:7-8 
 

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 
8 

Whoever does not love does not know 

God, because God is love.  

 

Romans 8:38-39 
 

38 
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 

39 
neither height nor depth, nor 

anything else able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

GOD IS ALL-POWERFUL 



 

Psalm 147:4-5 

 

He determines the number of the stars 

in all creation, will be 

    and calls them each by name. 
5 

Great is our Lord and mighty in power; 

    his understanding has no limit. 

 

SLIDE 6 

 

GOD IS ALL-KNOWING 

 

Psalm 139:1-2 

You have searched me, LORD, 

    and you know me. 
2 

You know when I sit and when I rise; 

    you perceive my thoughts from afar. 

 

 

GOD IS PRESENT EVERYWHERE 

 

Psalm 139:7 

Where can I go from your Spirit? 

    Where can I flee from your presence? 

 

 

 

GOD IS MERCIFUL AND JUST 

 

Romans 3:23-6 (From the Good News Translation) 

 
23 

Everyone has sinned and is far away from God's saving presence. 
24 

But by the free gift of God's grace all are put right with him through Christ Jesus, who sets 

them free. 
25-26 

God offered him, so that by his blood he should become the means by which people's sins are forgiven through their faith in him. God did this in 

order to demonstrate that he is righteous. In the past he was patient and overlooked people's sins; but in the present time he deals with their sins, in order to 

demonstrate his righteousness. In this way God shows that he himself is righteous and that he puts right everyone who believes in Jesus. 



 

1 Peter 3:18a 

 

For Christ died for sins once and for all, a good man on behalf of sinners, in order to lead you to God. 

 

All these texts contain powerful truth and of course we’re only scrapping the surface in terms of all the Bible says about God. 

 

I’d like to build another block into wall of the biblical understanding of who God is, but first I’d like to show you a YouTube video. I apologise for not having tissues 

in the seats and for the American spelling. One is beyond my control, the other is sheer thoughtlessness 

 

CLIP FROM YOUTUBE: It must finish at 4:22 – and leave it there for a minute 

 

QUESTION: HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT THAT? 

 

Yesterday Lachie Wilden, Joshua Scott and Micah Scott were playing their second last game of football/soccer for the season.  

At one point there was a crash and a bash and a horrible smash – to be honest I thought someone had broken their leg. Micah was lying on the ground writhing in 

pain accompanied by loud wailing (and probably gnashing of teeth); naturally I rushed onto the ground – I notice his mother didn’t, she was probably thinking, 

‘come on Micah, harden up.’ (There is a history to that remark).  

 

In spite of the horrendous injury Micah stopped crying quite quickly and played another game. I think the sound I heard was the clash of two sets of shin pads…. 

 

OUR MAIN READING TODAY IS PSALM 103:13-18 
 

13 
As a father has compassion on his children, 

    so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him; 
14 

for he knows how we are formed, 

    he remembers that we are dust. 
15 

The life of mortals is like grass, 

    they flourish like a flower of the field; 
16 

the wind blows over it and it is gone, 

    and its place remembers it no more. 
17 

But from everlasting to everlasting 

    the LORD’s love is with those who fear him 

    and his righteousness with their children’s children – 
18 

with those who keep his covenant 

    and remember to obey his precepts. 



 

Going back to yesterday - from my point of view I was simply being a grandfather having compassion on his grandchildren – living out the truth of Psalm 103:13. 

What does Derek Redmond’s father teach us about God? I was going to say in what ways is God like Derek Redmond’s father but that’s the wrong way around. 

God is so far removed in quality and character from all the fathers of the world we can only hint at what we might learn. 

God as father 

 

Compassionate towards us: there’s emotion in this word, it’s a warm word; we might use compassion, sympathy, pity He loves us in spite of or because of whom 

we are 

 

I was concerned about this word fear. Fear him – not wanting to disappoint Him, honouring God, having reverence towards him 

 

God’s knowledge of us 

 

God understands the temporary nature of our existence – this leads to a bit of a side-track – we’re like grass and flowers; its place remembers it no more. 

 

On Friday Dion Latta’s parents unveiled a plaque which will be placed in the new sports centre underneath Dion’s photo – you may have seen the article in 

yesterday’s paper. Already 150 boys at the school never knew anything of him and at the end of next year the boys who mostly started with him will leave. In 

seasons to come boys will look at the plaque and the photo and think who was he? Why is this plaque here? We with our vain posturings and imagined 

importance must come to the realisation that in this life all we’re heading for is dust. 

 

BUT! 

 

From everlasting to everlasting, the Lord’s love is with those who fear him – again those who honour Him, who have reverence for Him. And it reaches on beyond 

the person to children and grandchildren – to those who keep his covenant and remember to obey his precepts. 

 

What does this involve – being mindful, being attentive to what God has said, studying what God has laid down as life – principles of life following his ways, all of 

course interpreted through Jesus. 

 

This is no guarantee of course because humans and their commitments are inherently fragile. 

 

It is however an encouragement to go on. 

 

What is God like? Well he is all those things with which I began. 

 

But he is also like a compassionate father who looks out for his own 



And from eternity to eternity his love is towards those who revere him. 

 


