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The terrorist Saul becomes a follower of Jesus, this is what we heard three weeks ago.  This guy who was 
rounding up, murdering and imprisoning Christians, suddenly has a turnaround when Jesus appears to him, 
and he becomes a passionate proclaimer of who Jesus is, and that Jesus is very much alive, not dead. 
 
The story in Acts 9 continues where Paul, that is Saul (Saul is his original Hebrew name, Paul is Saul in 
Latin and Greek) appears, then disappears, and again appears then disappears.  From v19b 
 
 
Read Acts 9:19-31   
 
 
Prayer 
Father God, what an encouraging story this is, the expansion of the church, caring believers, of a guy who 
had been so completely opposed to You, then turns completely around, preaching passionately.  As we 
think of those we know who continue to ignore who Jesus is, can we ask You please to speak to them, 
leave them in no doubt that Jesus is alive. 
 
For us here, give us the confidence of Saul to proclaim who you are, may we not fear those who oppose 
You.  Amen. 
 
 
V19-22  Struggling with Vision 
Paul Windsor’s preaching plan says to look for the little words that mean so much.  And in these first three 
verses look at the word ‘is’.  Firstly, Jesus is the Son of God, then, is this not he who in Jerusalem caused 
havoc, and finally, Jesus is the Messiah.   
 
Christian conversion in Acts is more about putting an end to ignorance than immorality, in this case, 
ignorance to who Jesus really was.  Though you can understand their confusion, the expected Messiah was 
supposed to defeat the pagan enemies, smashing them to pieces like a potter’s vessel, (as in Psalm 2) not 
being smashed himself and hung on a cross. 
 
Actually there is often a thinking element in conversion, not just heart and emotions.  Paul was a clever 
guy, but he didn’t get it, until Jesus appeared to him, and suddenly you have him stating without any 
doubt, Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus is the Son of God. 
 
And he didn’t go away and learn all about Jesus, but got right in there, immediately.  It was Paul’s fresh 
bread story, at once he began telling people that Jesus was alive, that he is indeed the Messiah.  And they 
were amazed at him and this news.  And he didn’t just tell them, he proved it, almost certainly with 
testimony, probably using the Old Testament prophecy that he and they would have been so familiar with, 
imagine seeing their eyes when the penny dropped for each of these!  As he realised how well they line up 
and point to Jesus.  It’s quite remarkable, when you see this for the first time?  Do you know what I mean, 
have you experienced this, reading the Bible and suddenly something makes sense, comes clear?  And 
thirdly he relies on God, the Holy Spirit to work in other’s lives as God has worked in his. 
 
And they were astonished! 
 
 what Saul/Paul was doing in the days after he turned to be a Jesus follower – immediately, amazed, 
proving/at once, astonished, proving.   
 
What do we do when God speaks to us, when we’ve suddenly heard something or grasped something about 
God for the first time?  Who benefits?  Do we put it on Facebook?  Hopefully those in home groups hear 
about it.  I wonder if our faith is too private?   
 
 
V 23 -25  Representing Jesus 



And Paul leaves Damascus in a very different way to what he’d intended!  Funnily enough, the persecution 
hadn’t ended, but it seems the target had shifted, it was now Paul, the deserter and having appeared, he 
wisely disappears, only to reappear in Jerusalem.  But wait, did the target shift? 
 
I’ve been reflecting of verse four from the other week; 
‘4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’’  But Saul 
wasn’t persecuting Jesus, he was persecuting Jesus’ followers, imprisoning and murdering them.  But 
Jesus says to Saul, “Why do you persecute me?”   
 
Too often we take personally the things that happen to us because of our faith, but this verse suggests 
that we can relax, it isn’t about us, it’s about Jesus, it’s him who they are persecuting.  What are some 
local examples of persecution?  Obviously when churches are burned and Christians killed in Nigeria, this is 
against Jesus. 
 
When we begin to take it personally, it causes us to back off, crawl back into our caves, but when we 
realise that it’s against Jesus, then it’s against our leader, then we should roll up our sleeves and get in 
there to defend him, shouldn’t we?  Suggests to me a spiritual battle.  We represent Him.   
 
I remember coaching the school hockey team, in 1994 and 1995 we travelled from Waitara in Taranaki 
across to Ross Intermediate in Palmerston North as part of an annual sports exchange.  We were 
disadvantaged because they’d take us to the hockey turf to play on.  Our kids had never experienced 
anything like it, we still played on grass, turf is so fast, and they’d clean us up. 
 
But in 1996 they came to us, and we went down to the local grass field, very wet it was and they just 
couldn’t compete, we won 8-0.  After the first couple of goals I was calling out, score one for Mr Tulloch – 
the Principal, score one for Mr Spanhake – the DP.  They were a team, playing for the school, great 
representatives. 
 
We should also be good representatives because it might be through us that Jesus appears to those who 
oppose and ridicule Jesus.  And in our praying we should pray that Jesus appears to our opponents as Jesus 
did to Saul.  Maybe it helps when in persecution to remember that it’s against Jesus. 
 
 
V 26 – 29 The Barnabas Example 
I wonder whether autonomous Baptist Churches breed autonomous Christians?  You see, Baptist Churches 
are self governing, we can determine which way we go independent of the Baptist Union, pretty much.  
But this has gone too far, and you now have Baptist Churches around the country that don’t talk to each 
other, don’t even want to know the Baptist Union. 
 
And I wonder in these the message to the people is that they are allowed to have their own personal 
independent faith, that being with others is not that important?  I had a conversation only a few days ago 
with a youngish Christian who saw no value in being in a church, their faith was between them and God.  
They were trying to go it alone. 
 
It’s a serious problem in a world that values self so highly.   
 
I love what Barnabas does with Paul.  I can imagine him putting his arm around Paul’s shoulders and 
saying, hey, I believe in you, I’ll support you, I’ll help you to be accepted as part of the group. 
 
Which is exactly what we need to be doing with Reuben and Ethan Blair who have asked Jesus into their 
hearts.  Who’s going to do this?  Who’s going to be their mentor, their support, their Barnabas?  Who’s 
doing this with our young people?  Who’s doing this with our older folk?  You can see where home groups 
are so important in all of this, allowing others to get to know you so that they can support you.  That 
requires humility. 
 
New Christians need this.  Ha, old Christians need this too! 
 
I wonder if that’s what being a Bible Society supporter is about too?  Giving so that Bible’s can be given to 
new Christians. 
 
I picked up a book recently, ‘The 77 Habits of Highly Ineffective Christians’ (by Chris Fabry).  It’s very 
funny, but it’s truth is sad.  Habit #16 – Avoid Close Relationships.  If you were to skip all the other habits 



found in this book and cultivate just this one, you’d succeed in being highly ineffective as a Christian.  
Keep others at a distance, never divulge your deepest thoughts and longings.  ‘Never be there for another 
person for you may be strangely drawn to the growth it produces.’  Work hard at saying ‘Hi how’s it 
going?’ without ever seriously wanting to know. 
 
Is that what we want? 
 
The book then gets serious.  God wants us to have deep relationships on a horizontal plane – that is with 
people – so that we can deepen our relationship with Him on a vertical plane.  He often puts people on 
our lives to knock off rough edges.  God confronts us with others and uses us to comfort them.  He loves 
us with other people and uses them in our lives. (pp28). 
 
 
V30-31  Amazing Growth (not grace!) 
This summary statement, the church – the group of people who decided not to be individuals but who 
worked together on their faith, were blessed and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, and increased in number.   
 
 
Ignatius of Loyola 
I surrender all to your divine will 
 
Take, Lord all my liberty 
My memory, my understanding  
And my whole will. 
 
You have given me all that I have, 
All that I am, 
And I surrender all to Your Divine will. 
 
You have given me all that I have, 
All that I am, 
And I surrender all to Your Divine will. 
 
Give me only Your love and Your grace. 
With this I am rich enough,  
And I have no more to ask. 
 
Amen. 
 
 
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!  
 O what a foretaste of glory divine!  
 Heir of salvation, purchase of God,  
 born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.  
Refrain: 
 This is my story, this is my song,  
 praising my Savior all the day long;  
 this is my story, this is my song,  
 praising my Savior all the day long. 
 
 
Benediction 
May the love grace and peace of God sustain you and fill you with joy and hope. 


