
WHO IS MY NEIGHBOUR? 
 
Luke 10: 25-37,  I John 3: 17-18. 
 
What do I speak about today? Lots of thoughts. 
 
Last Sunday Trevor prayed from up front…I felt God just touch me. Holy Spirit 
moved me to follow up on his prayer. 
 
There are people out there who are hurting…people who need help….people 
who need a touch of God’s love. 
 
People who are financially stretched…lonely….people who are grieving. 
 
The Good Samaritan went the extra mile and did it right. He could have simply 
bandaged the wounded man and left him for another Jew. 
 
The Parable of the Good Samaritan, after all, was more than a nice story. 
 
At its conclusion, Jesus commanded: “Go and do likewise” 
 
The priest had been serving God at the temple all week and was anxious to get 
home. Perhaps the bandits were still lurking in the vicinity and using the victim as 
bait.  Why take a chance? 
 
After all it was a busy road where others would certainly be travelling that day. 
 
But the Samaritan didn’t hesitate, he didn’t wait, he took immediate action and 
met the need. He cared. 
 
He bandaged the wounds, pouring on all and wine. 
 
Man on his donkey took him to the inn to be cared for….paid the inn keeper….if 
any more I will reimburse you. He stayed with him the night….Jesus expressing 
the time factor here (Expand) 
 
When it comes to seeing and meeting needs, John 3: 17-18 makes our 
responsibility very clear. 
 
“Suppose someone has enough to live and sees a brother or sister in need, but 
does not help”. 
 
Then God’s love is not living in that person. We should love people not only with 
our words and talk, but by our actions and true caring. 
 
Checkout at Countdown (Expand) More on that later 
 
The Priest and the Levite let the side down. 2 very busy people. 
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Two busy people. Busyness has become such an ideal that we can feel guilty 
when we aren’t busy. 
 
Compassion says that I must use my time and resources and get involved. 
 
When a needy person crosses our path or we feel a burden for someone, there is 
always a reason. 
 
God has already equipped us and provided everything we need to meet that 
need or ease that burden. 
 
1.  KEEP YOUR HEART OF COMPASSION OPEN 
 
Everywhere you go these days people are hurting. A lot of people are 
discouraged; many have broken dreams. 
 
They have made mistakes, and now their lives are in a mess. 
They need to feel God’s compassion and his unconditional love. 
 
 They don’t need somebody to judge and criticize them (Roly last week) people in 
a box great message (Cover his points) 
 
They need someone to bring hope, somebody to bring healing, somebody to 
show God’s mercy. 
 
Really they are looking for a friend, somebody who will encourage them, who will 
take time to listen to tell their story and genuinely care. 
 
Trevor’s prayer last Sunday… 
The world is desperate to experience the love and compassion of our God. 
 
More than any other human attribute, I believe our world is crying out for people 
with compassion, people who will love unconditionally. 
 
We’re all so busy. We have our priorities and important plans and agendas: 
 
Our attitude can be I don’t want to be inconvenienced. Don’t bother me with your 
problems. 
 
Scripture says, "If anyone sees his brother in need yet closes his heart of 
compassion, how can the love of God be in him? 
 
Interesting, isn’t it? God’s word implies that we each have a heart of compassion, 
but the question is whether it is opened or closed. 
 
Bible says, “We are to continually walk in love being guided by love and following 
love. 
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When God puts love and compassion in your heart toward someone…He’s 
offering you to make a difference in that person’s life. 
He’s placed in you the potential to have a kind, caring, gentle, loving spirit. 
 
You have the ability to empathize, to feel what the other person is feeling.  
 
How can you tell if your heart is open or closed? 
 
Easy. Are you concerned about other people, or are you only concerned about 
yourself? 
 
Do you take time to make a difference, to encourage others? To lift their spirits, 
to make people feel better about themselves? 
 
Do you follow the flow of love that God puts in your heart toward someone in 
need? 
 
Or are you too busy with your own plans? (Priest and Levite) 
 
If you want to live your best life now, you must make sure that you keep your 
heart of compassion open. 
 
2.  WE NEED TO BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR PEOPLE WE CAN BLESS. 
 
If you study the life of Jesus, He always took time for people, He was willing to 
stop and help a person in need. 
 
Song “Lord make me like You.” 
 
He was concerned what they were going through, and He willingly took time to 
help. 
 
I believe He demands nothing less from us who claim to be his followers. 
 
GOD DOES HIS BEST WORK THROUGH PEOPLE. (Expand) 
 
Many of you could come forward and testify to that. (Some amazing stories) 
 
Many say “Compassion saved me…the compassion of God and those who made 
the choice to get involved with me…which meant getting involved with my pain. 
 
I will be ever grateful for them and for the pit of depression that taught me what 
love is all about and how it is lived out in compassion. 
 
I know that people are sometimes hard to help.  
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Hurting people are often unable to ask for help because they’ve been emotionally 
paralyzed by their pain.   
 
Since we may not know what to do, we do nothing at all. It doesn’t take much 
Just a tiny seed of compassion goes a long way. 
 
A gentle hug, a note, txt or phone call to let them know that you are praying. 
 
An important appointment you have just as you are parking someone texts you a 
prayer. 
 
Share my experience this week while meeting someone for coffee.  
 
PRAYING WITH A PERSON. (Expand) 
 
Take my word for this: If you will focus on meeting other people’s needs, God will 
always make sure your needs are supplied. 
 
 3.  TAKE TIME TO LISTEN  
 
Jesus was very patient with people…He took time to listen to their stories. He 
wasn’t in a big hurry. 
 
He was never too busy with his own agenda, with His own plans. 
 
He wasn’t so caught up in Himself that He was unwilling to stop and help a 
person in need. 
 
He was concerned what they were going through, and He willingly took time to 
help. 
 
I believe He demands nothing less from those who claim to be His followers 
today. 
 
We need to be good listeners. 
 
God can speak to people and tell them what to do while they’re speaking to you. 
 
Don’t always be so quick to give your opinion. Don’t talk about yourself (Expand)  
 
I love this thought from Henri Nouwen: 
 
To care means first of all to be present to each other. From experience you know 
that those who care for you become present to you. When they listen, they listen 
to you. When they speak they speak to you. 
 
Their presence is a healing presence because they accept you on our terms; 
they encourage you to take your own life seriously. 
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The times when I listened….really listened….to people’s stories, many of them 
cried. They felt valued, worthy, and loved. 
 
Just taking the time to listen could help initiate a healing process in someone’s 
life. 
 
So many people have hurt bottled up inside them...they want some one to listen 
and build up trust. 
 
4.  GOD CAN USE EVERY EXPERIENCE THAT YOU’VE GONE T HROUGH 
TO HELP SOMEBODY. 
 
Our human tendency is to want everything easy. “God can use our 
disappointments as a platform to ministry”. 
 
When you have been through a difficult experience (Expand) 
 
4 year old girl who had just died. I was there with parents. (Expand) 
 
 
God can use every experience you have been through to help somebody. 
 
He wants to use your experience to make you and me more effective in blessing 
others. 
 
OUR LOVE FOR GOD IS SHOWN WHEN WE CARE FOR THE PERSON IN 
THE DITCH. 
 
The Good Samaritan didn’t look around to see if the robbers were still there. 
 
He might have done that, because there was a risk attached to getting off his 
donkey and getting into the ditch. He might be robbed as well. 
 
I wonder if there are times when the main reason we don’t get off our donkey and 
get into the ditch….we may be afraid that perhaps we will get so involved it will 
cost us something. 
 
It cost the Samaritan a lot…it could have cost him a lot more. 
 
Was the man in the ditch fat? Was the donkey on its last legs? 
 
But the Good Samaritan moved with compassion. He got into the ditch and put 
his arms around him and lifted him out. 
 
5.  FOCUS ON BEING A BLESSING 
 
Don’t live a self-centered life. You have so much to give, so much to offer. 
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When you centre your life around yourself, not only do you miss out on God’s 
best…  
          But you rob other people of the joy and blessings that God wants to bring 
through you. 
 
I don’t have the time….I’m just so busy. 
 
God does his best work through people. 
 
“Love the Lord God with all your heart, all your soul, all your strength, and all 
your mind….you must love your neighbor as yourself” 
Who is my neighbor? Who is the person in the ditch? 
 
You might just be surprised who it is (Expand) 
 
Someone can be in the ditch…but they have built a wall of protection around 
them. (Expand)  I am Confident in saying there is someone like this here today. 
 
If that person comes to you don’t give advice, listen, and show compassion, 
prayer. (Expand) 
 
Keep in mind, hurting people often hurt other people as a result of their pain. 
 
Then there is the fear factor in getting involved…feeling inadequate but that’s 
another message on its own. (Expand) 
 
Do we want to say to God “Whatever the risk, move my heart with compassion to 
get off my donkey…to get down into the ditch….to get my arms around that 
person in need. 
 
Being an instrument of God’s grace. 
 
Must have respect for each other (Expand) 
 
The caring person can’t loose make your priority other peoples and you will add 
lots to your own spiritual stature. 
 
It’s about learning to feel the throb of another heart and your heart will beat 
stronger. 
This man got right to the core of a persons need and did something about it. 
 
God says, “Love me with all your heart, and all your mind, and all your strength.” 
 
To love God with all your soul and with all your strength means that you get down 
into the ditch and you do something about the love that you profess to have for 
God our Father….for Jesus Christ….in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 


