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A God of Mission 

 

Driving to Milford Sound three weeks ago with chains in the car for the expected snow that was at the 

tunnel, we didn’t quite know what to expect, or if we’d make it.  We were taking our nephew there, his 

first time to Milford. 

 

We’ve been there before in glorious sunshine and it is magnificent.  Mitre Peak rising out of the water, 

show on the highest peaks.  But this time it was in heavy rain, no Mitre Peak or another peaks to be seen.  

Tragedy?  No way!  A fresh view of the beauty of Milford Sound with its hundreds of waterfalls making a 

spectacular show!  Two views each equally remarkable, but nephew Ben just has to take our word for it.   

 

Our view of God surely must grow, for surely the more we get to know Him the more we discover.  The 

Bible’s book of Ezekiel is like that, adding positively to our view of God. 

 

The home you grow up in and the people you grow up with help to build your picture of God.  What we 

read in the Bible too adds to our picture of God.  Sometimes we need to continue reading to help us get a 

fuller perspective.   

 

Ezekiel isn’t the first book most people would choose to read.  It’s too long for start.  And it has some 

really strange stuff.  Ezekiel lies on his side for 390 days to demonstrate something to the people and then 

on his other side for a further 40 days, he is instructed to cook with human dung, and then shave with a 

sword and burn the hair.  Many troubling passages when read alone.  But the more you read a bigger and 

better and clearer picture of God emerges. 

 

It’s a bit like my recent visit to Milford Sound.   

 

But that’s not my main point. 

 

Let’s pray. 

 

Father God, thank you for the words you spoke to Ezekiel, thank you for his faithfulness in sharing it.  

Thank you for revealing a picture of you, your great love for us.  Holy Spirit, please speak to us today.  

Amen 

 

 

Read Ezekiel 7:1-13 

 

 

V1-4  Remember Me! 

Israel as a nation had split, the northern kingdom had ended with the Assyrian invasion.  This left the 

smug southern kingdom of Judah with it’s powerhouse Jerusalem.  But in the sixth century BC Judah 

wasn’t such a big player.  Babylon attacked and captured Judah’s elite taking them back to Babylon. 

Judah became a nation in exile, like the All Blacks in Ireland.  They couldn’t leave but they weren’t 

exactly in prison. 

 

And through Ezekiel God says to those in exile, “Well, what did you expect, you weren’t following me, you 

weren’t following the laws I gave you, I haven’t been your God for a while.  I note that when you were 

facing the threat from Babylon you cried out to Egypt, not me.”  How interesting! 

 



So you were one of the guilty being spoken to here, how would you feel about v2?  The end is coming, to 

the ends of the earth is how the four corners can be read.  Would it change the way you live?  The anger 

of God is coming, surely this is more powerful than that of Egypt or Babylon or Israel and Judah combined.  

And God will judge according to the sinful ways of the people themselves says v4, your ways and your 

abominations, the way we judge others back on ourselves.  We get a taste of our own medicine. 

 

Why?  Well, there’s a semi colon in the New American version I use when studying Bible passages, and 

after that semi colon it says; ‘that you will know that I am the Lord.’   

 

But they did didn’t they?   

 

But we do don’t we?   

 

Maybe this is about fear of God, that realisation that God is God and that we don’t get away with stuff.  

By the standards we judge others we’ll be judged.  A warning to be loving and respectful, show mercy and 

justice!  To live as God intended us to live. 

 

God was planning to bring this crisis so that the people would know Him, remember Him, honour Him.  

That they would know that He is God!   

 

But that’s not my main point. 

 

V5-9  A Warning 

In verses 5 to 9 God reinforces what He plans to do and it sounds terrible, tragic, horrible all at the same 

time and these verses end with a semi colon too, in the New American; ‘Then you will know that it is I the 

Lord who strikes you.’   

 

We have here a picture of a God who wants to hurt and harm and teach a lesson with a big stick, a God of 

anger and wrath and nastiness even.  And if you stop reading there, if you only visit Milford once, you’ll be 

left with an incomplete picture of God. 

 

And for those who have been to Milford in the rain and in the sunshine, that’s not it.  For imagine the 

perspective and the beauty from the air, flying over it!  There’s still more for me to learn and appreciate 

about Milford.  And there’s always more to learn about God.  We need to keep up that hunger for 

learning, to never thing we know all there is about our great God!  Otherwise we’d be containing Him in a 

box made to our dimensions. 

 

It’s worth continuing to read Ezekiel, for eleven chapters later, ch18 says, I’m warning you that you might 

turn.   

 

Verse 23 “Do you think that I like to see wicked people die? says the Sovereign Lord. Of course not! I want 

them to turn from their wicked ways and live. [24 However, if righteous people turn from their righteous 

behaviour and start doing sinful things and act like other sinners, should they be allowed to live? No, of 

course not! All their righteous acts will be forgotten, and they will die for their sins.] 

 

God doesn’t want to bring tragedy on us, He is sad when we’re hurt.  He wants us to treat Him as Lord of 

our lives, to make a decision to follow Him with all of our lives, to say yes to Him.  And so He says these 

things through Ezekiel as a warning, that hopefully won’t have to be carried out. 

 

 

V10-13  Not just about us 

But if we read on, it does appear hopeless!  We can’t escape!  And it was hopeless in Ezekiel’s time 

because no matter how hard they tried keeping the law it was hopeless.  So God said “Enough!”  And 

instead of pouring out his anger and wrath and judgement on the four corners of the earth, in the word’s 



greatest act of love God came to earth as Jesus, to die in our place four our violence, wickedness, 

arrogance and greed. 

 

I love the way chapter 7 ends, not at v13 but v27.  Another semi colon.  The one in verse 4 that you will 

know that I am the Lord, v9 That you will know, and at the end of the chapter, the final line; ‘that they 

will know that I am the Lord’!  They!   

 

That they will know.  Isn’t this a New Testament line too?  Isn’t this what Jesus’ prayer in John 17 is all 

about, that people who don’t know Jesus, will know that  

 

(Colossians 1) 

Christ Is Supreme 

 

15 That Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. 

    That He existed before anything was created and is supreme over all creation, 

16 that through him God created everything 

    in the heavenly realms and on earth. 

That He made the things we can see 

    and the things we can’t see— 

such as thrones, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities in the unseen world. 

    That Everything was created through him and for him. 

17 That He existed before anything else, 

    and he holds all creation together. 

18 That Christ is also the head of the church, 

    which is his body. 

That He is the beginning, 

    supreme over all who rise from the dead. 

    That he is first in everything. 

That God made peace with everything in heaven and on earth 

    by means of Christ’s blood on the cross. 

 

Following God in the Old Testament has the same purpose as following Jesus in the New Testament, that 

people who don’t know the freedom God gives, the love that God has, the hope that there is for the 

future might know, through who?   

 

Through us, the church!  And this is why people work as missionaries, here and overseas, that people will 

come to know Jesus.   

 

Through the way we live, through the way we treat others, through the way we act, behave, whatever, 

because it’s different, because we have God as king in our lives, that Jesus is for us the main thing, 

people will notice, and hear  and they will come to know. 

 

And that’s the main point! 

 

Lord Jesus 

Thank you for the wonderful life we have in you, for the wonderful life we can have in you.  Fill us with 

excitement, fill us with love, Your love that we might love others, that we might share for you in the dark 

places, that they will know, others will know, will see and hear that you are Lord.  Amen 

 

Salvation belongs to our God, and He has given it to us if we choose to accept it.  Jesus offers us  

 

 

Benediction 



In 1844 the Rev Thomas Burns wrote to Captain William Cargill concerning proposals for a Scots Church 

settlement in Otago New Zealand.  His words have been modified and used as the benediction to the 

combined churchs’ Resurrection Service in 2011 

 

By the grace of God and with His blessing upon us, may we continue in this region the planting and 

cultivating of a well ordered, God fearing community. 

 

In the power of His risen Son, may we stand as a sample of the Kingdom of Christ which, like a light 

burning in a dark place, shall bear no indistinct testimony to the truth. 

 

 


