
ADVENT SUNDAY II               8/12/13 

 
2 Chronicles 25:1-2 

 

I’m a little bit nervous about today’s message. It’s raised some interesting questions for me as to how God works and what constitutes a life fully devoted 

to Jesus.  

 

I want to ask you a question that may pop up from time to time; on the other hand it may not. What’s expected from a person who considers they are 

committed to this Christian community or indeed to any Christian community? I’m not talking about visitors or casual attenders. If you are visiting, our 

hope is that you will find here a community where you can safely learn and explore the life Jesus invites us to embrace. 

 

If you say you’re a Christian, that you’ve experienced God's grace, that you’ve put your trust in Jesus, what’s expected of you? Is it that you participate in 

worship when you’ve got nothing else on, that you give some money when you’re feeling generous, that you serve if it's convenient, that you affirm what 

the church believes, that you lead kind and respectable lives and that you avoid scandal and scandalous behaviour?  

 

It may be all those things but in my biblical understanding, it's a life fully devoted to Jesus Christ. It's wholehearted devotion to loving, serving and 

honouring God as he has revealed himself in Jesus, you do this by placing your time, your gifts, your resources, your relationships, your choices, your 

work, your mind, and your obedience wholly at God's disposal. Just so we're all really clear about this, what's the expectation for somebody in this 

Christian community – full devotion to Jesus Christ? 

 

It's a funny thing. I’ve never, ever heard a sports coach ask his team to go out on the field and give it 90 percent. I've never heard an employer say at an 

interview, ‘We expect you to give around 80% most days.’ I've never taken a wedding and heard a groom say to his bride, ‘With this ring I wed you and I 

promise to be devoted and faithful to you most of the time.’ If Rob had said that yesterday it may have become very interesting. 

 

But I've seen people in Christian communities who only want to hear about grace, who only want to hear how God loves them no matter what they do, 

who want faith to be ‘nice’ and not look at contentious issues, who want to get relief from their overcommitted, overworked and overstressed lives but 

they would really, really honestly rather avoid hearing a call to commitment, to full devotion, that will challenge them to the core of their being. 

 

So what’s the expectation – I’d like to think it is total commitment to Jesus Christ, full devotion to Him, because nobody else and nothing else is worth it? 

 

Today I’d like to use two people in the OT to illustrate this and ask what total commitment to Jesus includes and this is where the questions come in 

 

Two kings: 

 

1. 2 Chronicles 25:1-2: ‘Amaziah was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem for twenty-nine years. His mother’s 

name was Jehoaddan; she was from Jerusalem. 
2 
He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, but not wholeheartedly.  



 

In our terms, he filled in his time sheet and followed the rules, he ticked all the boxes, but his heart wasn't in it. That's a miserable way to live. I wouldn’t 

want that for anybody. 

2. I Samuel 13:14 (Samuel addressing Saul): But now your kingdom will not endure; the Lord has sought out a man after his own heart and appointed 

him ruler of his people, because you have not kept the Lord’s command.’  

16:12 ‘So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had a fine appearance and handsome features. Then the Lord said, 

‘Rise and anoint him; this is the one.’ 

 

A man after God’s own heart this is David, shepherd boy, gun fighter, musician, poet and king. 

 

This can be a little confusing because when you get into David’s story, he's guilty of adultery, murder and cover-up. He’d have been very much at home in 

Richards Nixon’s team in the early 1970s He's a train wreck as a husband, and he's worse as a father. But, and I find this really hard, his heart belongs to 

God. His life is immersed in the presence and the story of God. What lights him up is to serve God and love God, and when he messes up (and he does) he 

repents and wants to get right with God again. I find this uncomfortable in the extreme. But the Scriptures are here to teach us so I’d like to ask the 

question – what did wholeheartedness look like in David’s life? 

 

1. Total commitment, whole-hearted devotion to God as he has revealed himself in Jesus shows itself in being a consistent servant. 

 

When David as a very young man he saw the Philistine giant, Goliath, taunting the people of God, David may well have thought, ‘God has been faithful to 

me as a shepherd boy. When a lion or a bear attacked me, God protected me. I'll take this guy on. I'll risk my life for God and for my fellow Israelite 

soldiers.’ 

 

Later on when David became powerful, he volunteered, at great expense to himself, to look after poor, disabled Mephibosheth - the last remaining 

member of Saul’s and therefore Jonathan’s family.  

 

Even later when he was living in a palace, one day he thought, ‘I'm here in this palace, but the ark of the covenant of God, the expression of God's 

presence among his people, is in this little tent. I want to build God a house. I want to spend all of my reserves on this.’ 

 

One of the ways we can tell what we’re really committed to is to ask, ‘What actions and involvements do I freely initiate? This is what do I really want?’ 

Total commitment is really a matter of ‘Where is my heart?’ *It seems from the text that Amaziah may have gone through 29 years of his life putting 

boundaries around his commitment to God. He did what was right, but his heart was somewhere else. So the expectation of total commitment is that if 

you're a follower of Jesus you will serve. Part of what makes a church great is when everybody says, ‘I want to help. I want to have something to 

contribute to and through this community.’ Then outside of that, in your daily life, at school, at work, at home, in the neighbourhood you simply ask, 

‘God help me to be a servant to the people around me for your sake.’ That's what Jesus was. That's total commitment to Jesus. 

 



And have I seen that this week: 

 

• I think of the serving hearts of the team running the play groups just to mention 1. And especially Julie and one or two others who front up both 

days. 

 

• I was speaking to Claire Doorey’s father this week. Lloyd is in Fulton Home, he’s 90% blind but he made an interesting comment – that staff and 

residents come to seek him out and talk over their lives with him. He said he never thought this would happen at this stage of his life and with 

the limitations he experiences – his heart is open to serve God. There are many illustrations I could use to describe people in this community – 

does what I’ve said apply to you or are you a bit of an Amaziah – only you can answer that! 

 

• May? Breakfast Church? 

 

2. Total commitment, wholehearted devotion to God as he has revealed himself in Jesus shows itself in a passion for worship.  

 

It's really striking with David. He led the people; he was the head of the government; he was the head of the army. In addition to all these things, he 

loved worship. He sacrificed time and energy to worship. He wrote many Psalms.  

 

He wrote: 

Psalm 9:1, ‘I will give thanks to you, LORD, with all my heart;’ I will praise you, LORD, with all my heart; before the ‘gods’ I will sing your praise. I will tell of 

all your wonderful deeds.’  

Psalm 138:1: ‘I give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart.’  

Psalm 119:10 I seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your commands. . That's not half-hearted.  

 

Some worship God but not wholeheartedly. There was a man in a city a long way from here who used to joke that he was a ‘CEO’ Christian - you know 

what a CEO Christian is - Christmas and Easter only, he went to church twice a year. Except, as the minister who knew him said, in the last year of his life 

he would go three times – one of them lying horizontally; hardly a story of total commitment to worship. 

 

Everybody worships, it’s just what you worship and how committed you are to it. 

 

A paramedic got a call to go to the home of a drug addict. The addict was totally wasted. He was unresponsive, shivering in the corner and near death. 

The room was littered with garbage - syringes, spoons, needles, drug paraphernalia and no food. When speaking with a friend later the paramedic 

commented, ‘it was terrifying, but for the first time in my life I think I understood what true worship looks like: when a person is so desperate they’ll give 

anything, including their life.’ Again, we're talking about total commitment. There's no such thing as an uncommitted person. Often we think about it that 

way because with some people it's more obvious than with others, but everybody is committed, deeply committed – to something or someone. 

 

We don't always know what we're totally committed to. One of the ways to diagnose what we are committed to is to ask, ‘what do I get most irritated 



about when it's presence may be threatened in my life, when it's absent from my life?’ Is it an addiction… or something like success, sexual gratification, 

money, popularity, control, or just comfort?  

 

3. Total commitment, wholehearted devotion to God as he has revealed himself in Jesus means to refuse to buy into materialism and get serious 

about generosity.  

We see this with David. Once he was commanded to build an altar to God, and it happened to be on the property of another man. 22 David said to him, 

‘Let me have the site of your threshing-floor so that I can build an altar to the Lord, that the plague on the people may be stopped. Sell it to me at the full 

price.’ 

23 
Araunah said to David, ‘Take it! Let my lord the king do whatever pleases him. Look, I will give the oxen for the burnt offerings, the threshing-sledges 

for the wood, and the wheat for the grain offering. I will give all this.’ 

24 
But King David replied to Araunah, ‘No, I insist on paying the full price. I will not take for the Lord what is yours, or sacrifice a burnt offering that costs 

me nothing.’ 

That's a statement about wholehearted generosity. 

 

David wanted to honour God and build a place that reflected God's worth and God's glory. He said to the people, ‘Not only that I give my own treasure to 

the house of my God.’ 

 

The people were so moved that a king who didn't have to would give sacrificially like this, they decide to do that too. Commitment is contagious in that 

way. There's an amazing explosion of giving which lead to great joy. ‘Then the people rejoiced because these had given willingly, for with single mind they 

had offered freely to the Lord; King David also rejoiced greatly.’ Full-blooded, wholehearted commitment looks like this. 

 

I do not know what full commitment to God will mean in terms of generosity in your life but it will interfere with other priorities 

 

Total commitment in terms of generosity - that's the deal. It's between you and God, but it's nothing less than that. 

 

4. Total commitment, wholehearted devotion to God as he has revealed himself in Jesus means accountability in community and repentance over sin.  

 

The most famous scandal in King David's life involved his inappropriate sexual relationship with Bathsheba, and then his using his power over the military 

to cover it up in a way that resulted in the death of her husband. People look at that story and say, ‘how could that happen? How could somebody do 

that?’ And sadly it happens all the time – there’s been a very public situation like this in our own military recently – the order seems to be affair, cover-up 

and then the scandal breaks.   And it’s not just about sex. We won’t talk about political donations today. 

 



Now what was unusual about David is that there was a man called Nathan. Nathan, at great risk, courageously said to David, ‘David, you’ve done 

something terribly wrong. You did this thing.’ And David was overcome with the utter conviction of his sinful behaviour – was he sorry for what he’d done 

or sorry he’d been found out. I suspect it was the latter but we like to gloss it over and say it was the former. 

 

Scales of failure aren’t helpful – anything that causes us to be less than God intended us to be is sin regardless of its apparent magnitude.+ 

 

The four ways in which David expressed his wholehearted following of God were: 

 

Being a servant 

Passionately worshipping 

Generous to a fault 

Willingness to be accountable 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


