Aspects of Prayer – Mike South - 23 Oct 2016
If I want to learn about prayer then I need to go to Jesus’ teaching on prayer
which comes in the form of two parables (and in other areas).
Two of Jesus’ parables on prayer:
PARABLE 1. The reluctant neighbour
Luke 11: 5 – 11

Jesus’ Teaching on Prayer
Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at midnight
and say, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 a friend of mine on a journey has
come to me, and I have no food to offer him.’ 7 And suppose the one inside answers,
‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t
get up and give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and give
you the bread because of friendship, yet because of your shameless audacity
(Boldness or persistence) he will surely get up and give you as much as you need.
5

“So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and
the door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks
finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.
9

“Which of you fathers, if your son asks for[f] a fish, will give him a snake
instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you
are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your
Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
11

(It’s good that David spoke really well on this passage a few months ago because we
will be familiar with it. I am taking a different approach by looking at key ideas from
both parables and other areas).

PARABLE 2 : The unjust judge (the persistent widow)
Read Luke 18 : 1-8

The Parable of the Persistent Widow
18 Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray
and not give up. 2 He said: “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared
God nor cared what people thought.3 And there was a widow in that town who kept
coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against my adversary.’
“For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear
God or care what people think, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see
that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually come and attack me!’”
4

And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God bring
about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep
putting them off? 8 I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly.
6

Key ideas from both parables:

(Put up slide 3)

1. God’s incredible love for us.
2. His desire to hear from us- to build a relationship
3. God answers prayer – in His perfect timing
4. God at times requires us to wait for an answer
5. Be persistent in prayer – don’t give up

I can’t verify the authenticity of the following story, but it provides a brilliant
illustration:
Apparently, after the WW2, the great classical pianist Ignacy Pederewski held benefit
concerts to raise money and awareness for the plight of his native Poland. One evening the
virtuoso stood in the wings, deep in thought, as the music hall filled to capacity. The
gathering crowd included a mother and son sitting close to the stage. She was hoping to
encourage her young son’s progress on the piano. The audience chatted as they waited on
the great master, and the mother failed to notice that her young son had slipped from her
side and made his way to the piano on stage. Having mounted the piano stool he began
playing, note by single note “Twinkle, twinkle little star” (Play it- reminds me of the cute TV
advt featuring the young Chinese girl singing this song while Skyping to relatives?) The
simple tune could be heard through the hall prompting laughter and shouts of righteous
indignation “Get that kid off the stage!!” they cried.
The commotion drew the great Pederewski from his mental preparations to see and hear
the youngster still playing. He slipped quietly across the stage and bent down behind the
boy and whispered in his ear, “Don’t stop, keep playing” With his left hand the master filled
in the bass, and he encircled the child with his right hand to play a running soprano
obbligato- and as he continued developing variations and came to the final crescendo, a
sudden hush fell over the crowd – The boy’s simple melody had blended perfectly with the
master’s glorious accompaniment, their impromptu duet holding the audience in rapt
wonder- and one by one they rose applauding rapturously.
It might have sounded something like Mozart’s famous 12 variations on Twinkle, twinkle
little star. I will play it at the end of the service.
So what’s that story got to do with prayer- it’s a perfect picture of the Lord hearing our
meagre efforts in prayer (our simple and, perhaps stumbling words) and surrounding and

uplifting us by his power, producing something great, something beautiful, something
unexpected– a result more than we could ever have hoped for. Our creator God can do
great things with our stumbling prayers.

[And I just think here, as I have related to you before, of Christine’s and my desire to have
a family and the many miscarriages we had as a couple. There was 8 years of prayer
before God answered in a most special and surprising way – a phone call out of the blue –
did we want to adopt a baby girl? and the word of God that came with this from Isaiah
43v13 When I act who can reverse it? No hospital negativity, no senior Matron who did
not understand the Law, no Govt department, no Family court could get in the way
(though they tried) and we adopted our Kelly with no issues – The surprising addition to
this was that we then had two boys of our own when a new cocktail of hormones came
available- injections every month meant that Marcus hung in there and although born a
month premature was healthy - then 5 years later our surprise arrived- another son
Andrew- whom you’ve heard speak here last year - a special boy who God has his hand
on]
When we initiate a relationship with Our Loving Father, he can really work with us- even in
our weakness and especially in our dependence on him. As Jesus words say: ”If you then
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven
give good gifts to those who ask him” Matt 7v11
For he really loves us, and desires he hear from his children- The Maestro said to the boy
“keep on playing” - Our Master says “Keep on praying” – and as we see in the two parables
on prayer we are to be persistent in prayer- and continue to build the relationship with Our
Heavenly Father. We need to spend time with Him so we can begin to sense his presence –
to hear His voice. If you have friend and don’t speak him/her, you won’t have a relationship
for long- a relationship takes time, especially in communication –the same applies to Godwe need to talk to Him and keep on talking.
I can think of a time (with much guilt)- when Christine and I were busy with 3 kids, work,
building a house, church responsibilities- we took Girls Rally, when I got a phone call from
my own Dad- “Hey, are you still around- we haven’t heard from you for 3 and a half
weeks?” I stopped in my tracks and instantly felt gutted – I had neglected to speak to my
own Dad- the relationship had been hurt- and I had no excuse (We’ve been so busy
seemed so inept an excuse)– I could only apologise and took the family to his place as
soon as we could –It is exactly the same with speaking to our Heavenly Father – we can
hurt the relationship with our heavenly Father who loves us dearly by neglecting Him- it’s
so easy to do - and I know he forgives us- but that is not the point.

Can you relate to the following – I can- especially since it’s about an adoption–From Philip
Yancey’s book on Prayer
Susan writes:
All relationships take work- marriage, parenthood, friendship. We shouldn’t be surprised
that a relationship with God takes effort to. When I struggle, I turn back to the image
Jesus uses, of God the Father.
My husband flew to China to pick up our adopted daughter. I felt helpless as I stayed
home and prayed for that little person who could change our lives so dramatically. When
he came back, he told me of his crying on the bus on the way to picking her up from the
orphanage. Already he had felt himself bonding with her, knitting our family together,
even though he had only a photograph to go by. If we humans have that kind of bond,
imagine the love and bond Our Father God has with us…
When I read this I could not help but see some parallels:
God loves all humanity -all his created people- - with a depth of love we cannot imagineeven when they are far off – far from Him. And for those of us that believe in his son Jesus,
God has adopted us into his family so we can call him Abba Father ie Dad or daddy and
have a special family relationship with Him, bonding with him and being part of the family
of God together.
The love this husband had for his yet to be adopted daughter though very real (even before
he had set his eyes on her), is small compared to the compassionate, gracious and patient
love our Heavenly Father has for his children even if yet to be adopted into his family. And
when a decision to believe is made and a person is adopted into His family, the Father
accepts him/her with open arms, all heaven rejoices and he/she is made an heir of the
Father- and given a royal inheritance
Sounds like the story of the prodigal son (or a better title - the patient father). The Father
waiting for years on his son’s return then rushing to greet him while he was a long way off,
filled with compassion he hugged and kissed him, before the son could even speak - Can
you understand what this really means –we cannot fully appreciate the depth of love God
surrounds and enfolds us with - so why would we not want to talk to our Father our Dad
who is so patient and compassionate with us.
Susan continues: I learned to pray with my husband, late at night. We were going through
a rough patch of marriage and didn’t know which way to turn. I felt so inarticulate at
first. I had never prayed aloud in group prayer meetings –they terrified me. But with my
husband beside me I could simply let God know my needs. I used to have trouble sleepingNow when I can’t sleep I have someone to talk to- I don’t have to manage my life on my
own. I used to worry about falling asleep during prayer. Now as a parent, I understandwhat parent wouldn’t want her child to fall asleep in her arms.

In another part of the bible Matt 6 v 6-8, Jesus tells us that when we pray, go into your
room, close the door and pray to your Father who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees
what is done in secret, will reward you- and do not babble with many words, for your
Father knows what you need before you ask Him.
This is the key theme of the movie War Room- which many of you folk have seen in your
home study groups- Clara’s War Room was her room for prayer- where she prayed against
the wiles of satan - real spiritual warfare. I recommend the movie (it’s in the church DVD
library)
This obviously works really well- to spend time without distraction in quiet prayer with God
is the perfect formula- but sometimes in a busy working life we simply don’t have the time
- I am sure God is also happy about what I call “snatch prayers” I use them all the time- just
speak to God in your head in whatever predicament or situation you find yourself in during
the day - eg driving to work- pray about the success of the day ahead, or on the way to a
medical appointment- pray for a good outcome, or as the Lord brings other people to mind
- to pray for them etc
An aside: Do you think God has a sense of humour? The bible is pretty serious in most part
– but we have a sense of humour and as we are made in His image, He must have a sense of
humour. There are a few places in His Word where this surfaces:
Recall Balaam’s donkey Num22v 22-28 The Lord had given Balaam’s donkey the ability to
speak “What have I done to you that deserves you beating me three times?” the donkey
asked Balaam who responds “You have made me look like a fool” etc Balaam was
outwitted by his donkey- This is probably the forerunner of cartoons- in fact if you made a
current day cartoon out of the story- kids would love it.
And in 1 Sam 21v 14-15 David was on the run from Saul. He eventually wound up in Gath,
the hometown of Goliath. When captured and brought before the king of the Philistines,
David pretended to be crazy to escape torture and imprisonment. The King exclaimed (and
you could hear these words today.) ”Must you bring me a madman- We already have
enough of them around here!”
Humour can really help us remember ideas as well as give us a laugh. Pastor Dr Chuck
Swindoll told this true story about persistence in prayer: He had received a letter from a
woman:
Dear Chuck, Humour has done a lot for me in my spiritual life. How could I have raised 12
children, starting at age 32, and not have a sense of humour? After listening to your talk
last night, I was having fellowship with friends I had met there. I told them I got married
at age 31. I didn’t worry about getting married. I simply left my future to God’s will. But
every night I hung a pair of men’s pants on the bed and knelt down and prayed this
prayer: “Father in heaven, hear my prayer. And grant it if you can. I’ve hung a pair of
trousers here. Please fill them with a man.”

But that’s not where it ended. Chuck loved the letter, so read it to his congregation the
following week. It so happened that among the congregation sat half a family. The mother
was home with a sick daughter, so only the father and an older teenage son came to church
that day. He knew the family well and watched the father crack up with laughter when he
heard the letter - but the boy remained serious. Several weeks later, he received a letter
from the young man’s mother:
Dear Chuck, I’m wondering if I have something to worry about. I’ve noticed that our son,
when he goes to bed at night, has a bikini hanging over the foot of his bed!
Chuck replied: ”You have nothing to worry about – just pray that the bikini will be filled
with a man- I mean a GIRL before long!”
Let’s now consider the 2 parables:
• Both parables argue from the lesser to the greater where the human example is a
poor example of what God in his graciousness will actually give us if we ask him with
persistence.
• If a neighbour can be imposed upon and coerced into giving bread in the middle of
the night, how much more hospitable is God, who, no matter the circumstances, is
gracious, loving and generous to give us what we need. In (v13) Jesus in fact tells us
“How much more will your heavenly Father give!”
• But note, there is a sense here of God asking us to wait before He acts upon our
prayers that Jesus brings out in both parables - does this surprise you? Have you felt
it? David did. It was if God was like the man asleep in his house and we’re trying to
impatiently arouse him into action.
David prayed to God fervently: In Ps 7:6 “Arise, O Lord, in your anger, rise up against
the rage of your enemies. Awake, my God: decree justice”
In Psalm 13 “How long O Lord? Will you forget me forever … Look on me and
answer O Lord my God…”
And in Ps 44:23 “Awake, O Lord! Why do you sleep? Rouse yourself! Do not
reject us forever.”
Why does God appear to make us wait like this? Why the delay? (Incidentally, do we
indeed have any right to ask this question? He is the sovereign God and we have to
simply accept what he says and does and when he does so.)
For if He knows there’s a need, and He knows even before we ask (Matt 6:8), why do
we even have to pray for it to be met? Why doesn’t He just take the initiative and
meet it? But instead He appears at times like a man asleep, as if unaware of our
needs and is waiting for us to remind him. – I think of praying over our 8 childless
years to the point of saying there’s nothing more we can do – Just accept
childlessness, that’s God’s will for us.

Here are some points in consideration of why God at times requires us to wait:
• 1. By requiring us to ask, and keep on asking, puts us in a position where we have to
acknowledge our dependence upon God, both to remind us of our position and to
acknowledge Him. And secondly, our persistence in prayer overcomes our
insensitivity (ie asking without really thinking), and not God’s apparent insensitivity
to us. Persistence changes our hearts and minds, not God’s, and it helps us
understand and express the intensity of our need.
•

2.God’s apparent delay is perhaps to make us think about those requests which are
not really born of conviction. For God to quickly answer every trivial thing we ask as
we want it, will not help us to think deeply as to whether we have really asked for the
right thing or whether we really need what we asked for. And it would lessen our
appreciation of God’s response - we would get spoiled.

• 3. God is not a wishing machine, that, by repeating our wishes a certain number of
times till God is tired of us, we get what we wished for. (like a child tormenting a
parent for a toy) No, we should pray for things seriously and fervently and not in a
trite or ritualistic manner. We should ask for things that are actually needed. The
persistent friend was not asking for toys but a practical real need. Sometimes what
we ask for tend not to be needs but desires.

• 4. God’s apparent delay in answering prayer is often because we, with our poor
foresight, desire an answer immediately, but this, for all manner of reasons, that we
cannot see, may not be the optimum time for the answer. We must be patient and
trust God will answer at a time He deems to be correct. His timing has time and time
again, when we look back later, found to be faultless. I can attest to that. We were
meant to adopt Kelly, at just that appointed time and the boys came along at just the
right time when we were ready for them-physically, emotionally and financially.
We must learn to be patient, to depend on Him -his answer will sometimes be yes,
sometimes be no, but a lot of the time will be wait…
And don’t be discouraged in prayer when an answer is not immediate because our
loving heavenly Father really desires to hear from his people. Jesus in v 9 and v 10
summarises with Ask, Seek and Knock - the implication being to keep on asking, keep
on seeking and keep on knocking.
Ask for what you do not possess, seek for what is not apparent, knock that obstacles
may be removed. These three epitomize the content of persistent prayer.
• This is more of a general principle than a promise. God is not promising that we can
ask for anything and in any manner, and we will receive it, but rather that He gives to

those who ask seriously, persistently and fervently for important and essential things.
We should not portray God as a wishing machine.
We will look now at Parable 2 – The persistent widow- or the unjust Judge
Like the first, the parable of the persistent widow is also an argument or comparison
from the lesser to the greater- If an unjust judge will eventually heed a persistent
widow, how much more will a Just God heed His chosen people!
Similar to the first parable Jesus was again emphasising the need for continual prayer
without giving up, but the request this time was not being made of a friend but to an
indifferent, unjust Judge who did not fear God nor have any regard for men. And the
request was not for a material item but for Justice.
The Judge may perhaps have been a Roman magistrate who had no personal interest
in a poor Jewish widow.
Widows were among the most vulnerable of God’s people and this defenceless
widow had been taken advantage of and refused her rights. The Judge would not
help her at first and repeated attempts seemed to fall on deaf ears. (Money talked in
this corrupt society and she had little) But through sheer persistence she wears down
the judge (the actual Greek translation here means continual blows under the eye
like from a boxer) and he finally heeds her complaint and she is given justice. This
was not out of any sense of doing what was right but to avoid being wearied and
pestered by her constant appeals.
• Jesus himself makes the parable clear:
v6 Listen to what the unjust Judge says - he was moved by the persistence of the
widow even when he didn’t care for God or man.
Jesus is not saying that God is indifferent, that he doesn’t care, but rather, compared
to this unconcerned judge, God would certainly answer since He IS concerned. v7
God will give justice to his chosen ones who pray continually, the persecuted, those
suffering unjustly for their faith, the humiliated. v8 Will he keep putting them off?
No, he will avenge them quickly.
God will not delay his support of his chosen ones when they are right - he is not like
the unjust judge who had to be badgered until he wearied and gave in.

Our assurance is even greater when we compare the following: (Put up slide)
The widow:

God’s people:

1. A stranger - vulnerable

1. His chosen, loved people

2. Only one

2. We are many – we have support

3. At a distance – unknown

3. God is close - We know and can come boldly

4. An unjust judge

4. A righteous Father

5. On her own

5. God is for us, with us

6. Pleads her own case

6. We have an advocate - Jesus

7. No promise of an answer

7. Promises given

8. Access limited

8. Access unlimited - we pray to God at anytime

9. Asking provoked Judge

9. Asking delights God

“Many seek an audience with a ruler, but it is from the LORD that man gets justice.”
Proverbs29 v 26
CONCLUSION
• To persist in prayer and not give up does not mean endless repetition or painfully
long prayer sessions. Always praying means keeping our requests constantly before
God as we live for him day by day, believing He will answer. When we live by faith we
are not to give up. God may delay answering, but His delays always have good
reasons, and are ultimately for our benefit - his timing is faultless. As we persist in
prayer we grow in character, faith and hope, and in our relationship with Him – he
deeply desires this communication
• Unlike the neighbour and the judge, our Loving Heavenly Father has infinite tolerance
for our requests and demands.
• Prayer does not change God, but it changes Him who prays. In the very act of praying
we open up a channel that God can use in transforming us- helping us see the world,
and our life through God’s eyes.
Phil 4 v 6-7 says:
Do not be anxious about anything but in everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

A story In closing: A church minister was being interviewed on TV. His wife had been
deacon in the Anglican Church. But she had died, just two weeks earlier. In fact, the
day she was ordained she had been told she had leukaemia.
“Did prayer help?” he was asked. There was thoughtful pause. “Yes…but don’t ask
me how. Prayer is learning to rest in God.
Yes, resting in God. After the praying and questioning and not necessarily getting the
answer you want, or think you need, resting in Him is all there is. Leaving it with Himeven when we disagree - Relying on Him.
I get less and less satisfied with the sort of prayer that’s constant petition. Of course
asking is part of prayer, but it tends to take over – we want things done, decisions
made, goals accomplished.
But in the end, the relationship between God and me has to go beyond that – to
resting, learning simply to sit with Him, quietly. Leaving the final decisions with Him.
They’re His anyway – and he’s more than competent to deal with them.”
Let’s then pray:
Our loving Heavenly Father, Lord:
• When I pray help my prayers be meaningful, thoughtful, fervent with a real practical
or spiritual outcome - not a trivial desire or want, but for a real need.
• Give me patience, O Lord, to not expect an instant answer but to wait patiently on
your faultless timing. And Lord let me be thankful at all times for your answer
whatever it may be.
• Give me persistence and faith that my prayers will be answered and that I will keep
my prayers constantly before you because you desire to hear from your people.
• Lord God, let me continue to build a relationship with you as I pray, Help me listen to
you and Lord transform me through prayer so I start to see the world and myself
through your eyes.
• And Lord, thank you for the promise of inner peace that comes from committing all
our cares to You in prayer. Let me rest in You.
For we ask this in the name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ,
Amen

Closing Prayer- benediction:
Loving God, we thank you for hearing our prayers,
feeding us with your word,
and encouraging us in our meeting together.
Take us and use us
to love and serve you, and all people,
in the power of your Spirit
and in the name of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

